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Mubarak leaves Libya after Lockerbie talks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush wOl announce within * 
two flays that Secretary of State James Baker c leav ing tbe 
Department to bead tbe president’s re-election campawn, Republican 
Party sources said Wednesday. Several party leaflets nkTibe anwmoce- 
ment would come from the White House Thursday or Friday before Mr. 
Bush leaves Washington to Spend the weekend at the presidential retreat 
at Camp David. The shift has been expected ever since Mr. Jferi dropped 
below Democratic Party challenger BQT Clinton -last month in public 
opinion surveys. Neither Mr. Bosh nor Mr. Baker has confirmed h. 
however. Mr. Baker wffl serre on the White. Houseataff, rather than . 
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CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak returned to Egypt Wednesday 
after two days of meetings in Tripoli with Muammar Qadbafi on Libya’s 
crisis with the West over the bombing of Pan Am 103- Cairo Radio said 
tbe discussions included “a full review” of die Lockerbie case but gave no 
detsub. On Saturday, die U.N., Security Council is to review an air and 
aims ban imposed April 15 because Tripoli refused to surrender two 
suspects in tbe December 1989 explosion of tbe Jumbo jet over 
Lockerbie. Scotland. Mr. Mubarak has mediated between Libya and the 
West since tbe crisis began, crying to avoid harsher penalities against tbe 
neighbouring country where one million Egyptians live or work. If Tripoli 
persists in its refusal to surrender tbe two alleged intelligence agents, the 
Security Council could decide at Saturday’s meeting to stiffen die 
penalties. It could add economic sanctions or even an embargo on ml 
exports, which account for 95 per cent of Libya’s foreign earnings. But 
Western diplomats in Tripoli said Tuesday they do MM expect Libya to 
hand over the men but believe the Security Council wtll maintain tbe 
sanctions at c ur rent levels for a few more months. 
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Assad meets Kuwaiti 
foreign minister 

DAMASCUS<R)— _ Syrian Pre»r. 
ident Hafez A1 Assad had talks, 
on Wednesday with Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem 
Sabah Al Salem on the Gulf 
situation, officials and diplomats 
said. Sheikh Salem, who arrived 
on Tuesday, told re p o rter s he was 
carrying a message to Mr. Assad 
from Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah. He said the 
talks would deal with Gulf secur- 

■ ity after Iraq’s renewed daims on 
O^JCuwait. Syzran foreign Minister 

, Faronk A1 Sharaa attended the. 
discussions. 

Deadlock weakens 
Lebanese pound 

BEIRUT (R) — The ailing 
Lebanese pound slumped into 
another record low on Wednes- 
day as political tension increased 
over holding the first general 
elections in 20 years. The central 
bank said the pound dosed at 
2,740Q,770 down by 7.44 per cent 
from Tuesday’s dose of 2^50. 
Bankers said there was no inter- 
bank activity but the domestic 
; demand on the dollar was High 
i with little supply. The govern- 
ment of President Elias Hrawi 
held a cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday and asked die central 
j^dhank to intervene in the market 
i to sell dollars to stop die de- 
terioration of the Lebanese 
pound. The central bank baited 
Its intervention last February af- 
i ter spending some $500 milli on 
from its $1.25 billion foreign cur- 
rency reserves. ' . 

Jerusalem Post sets 
new editor 

TEL AVIV (AP) — David Bar- 
lUan, editorial editor of die Jeru- 
salem Post, has been named the 
daily’s editor-in-chief, the news- 
paper announced Wednesday. 
^Mr. Bar-Elan, 62, replaces David 

■ ^3ross, 69, who held the post for 

.two-and-a-half years, die news- 
< paper said. Mr. Bar-Elan wOl 
take over on Aug. 16, and Mr. 
Gross wOl remain as consulting 
1 editor. Mr. Bar-HUm. a concert 
• pianist for 50 years, joined the 
Jerusalem Post in Februsay l990 
; as editorial editor. He also wrote 
; a weekly oolmnn called “Eye on 
tbe Media” which criticised 
, alleged anti-Israel bias in the 
foreign and Israeli media. 

j High-ranking 
i Polisario leader 
; defects to Morocco 

! RABAT (AP) — A leader of the 
; Polisario guerrilla movement has 
i defected to Morocco, saying 


Tro gain independence for tbe 
. Western Sahara “is going in cir- 
cles and everybody knows it” 
Brahim Hakim, former foreign 
minister of the self-proclaimed 
democratic Arab Saharan repub- 
lic. arrived in the Moroccan capit- 
al Tuesday, responding to King 
Hflssan ITs standing invitation to 
Polisario members to quit a losing 
battle. The defection came as 
King Hassan named a caretaker 
government to ran Morocco until 
legislative elections in Septem- 
ber. Residents of the disputed 
Western Sahara will vote far the 
first time, de facto confirmation 
of Morocco’s, defeat of Polisario 
(see page 2). “Any reflective 
person worried about the in- 
terests of the Saharan people has 
to understand tire consequences 
nf what’s hapening.” Mr. Hakim 
*£akL “We’re going in circles and 
everybody knows it.” 

Six killed in 
southeast Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Six people 
have died in clashes with rebel 
Kurds in southeastern Turkey, 
officials said on Wednesday. A 
civilian village guard, a woman 
and a man were ldfled In a clash 
with guerrillas of the se paratist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
who attacked Tekevler Hamlet in 
Sint province on Tuesday night, 
they said. A Turkish non- 
c rimmisrin ned officer and a vil- 
lage guard died in a dash with 
t$KK rebels near Ctaoymak, a 


same night. Another village 
guard died in an overnight PKK 
on Davor, a village in Diyaibakir 
province, security sources said. 
Officials in ' Dsyarbakir said a 
mffitaiy bolder patrol had shot 
dead four men trying to cross 

from Iraqi territory when they did 

hot heed a call to halt on Sunday.. 


King: Decisions on 
future rest with people 


. By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — KBs Majesty Eng 
Hussein has said that any future 
union between tire Hashemite 
Kingdom and an independent 
Palestinian state would be up to 
“future generations to decide.” 

Speaking on the occasion of the 
40th anniversary of .ins accession 
to the Throne, tire King told 
German television ZDF that any 
plan for a confederation between 
Jordan and the Palestinians was 
“put on the shelf* for now. 

“There is no plan of a confed- 
eration or federation; all is 
shelved and is contingent on what 
. happens in the future,” said tire 
King, referring to the Middle 
East peace process. 

“As fa r as future relations are 
concerned, we would like to keep 
that for future generations to 
determine once the Palestinians 
have secured their legitimate 
rights on their soil,’' said tire 
Eng. 

Describing Jordanians and 
Palestinians as peoples “members 
of cine family,” King Hussein 
said: .‘‘We are closer to Palestine 


Reports 
conflict over 
Abul Abbas 

BEIRUTX^) t T7^A^yst£a30us 
statement was released in Beirut 
Wednesday saying that Moham- 
mad Abbas (Abul Abbas), leader 
of the Palestine Liberation Front 
(PLF) alleged mas termin d of tbe 
1985 Achille Lauro cruise ship 
hijacking, had been arrested in 
Iraq. 

■ But tire claim was quickly de- 
nied by several sources, inducting 
tire group that was alleged to 
have made it. One source said it 
may have a ploy to draw Abul 
Abbas out of three months of 
hi ffing - 

The ■ PLF representative in 
Lebanon, Nazem A1 Yousef, told 
tire Associa te d Press in tbe south- 
ern port dty of Skkm: - 
“We didn’t issue a statement 
Tbe leader is free and has not 
been arrested.” 

He refused to say whether 
Abul Abbas was in Iraq or not. 

Mr. Yousef accused the rival 
PLF faction of tire late Talaat 
Yacoob, winch is s up ported by 
Syria, of issuing the statement. 
There have been recent reports 
in Arab newspapers of quarrels 
over finances in tire organisation, 
which is believed to have received 
milli ons of dollars from Iraq. 

The PLF has offices in Bagh- 
dad and Tunis, as well as Leba- 
non and other Arab countries. 
The Damascus-based wing of 

(Carimed on page 5) 


and the Palestinian cause tfr«m to 
any other to this world.” 

Paying tribute to the growing 
stre n g th and authority of tire 
three estates of power m Jordan, 
tire Eng saidr “The head of state 
heads the three elements of pow- 
er — the administrative, the leg- 
islative and the judiciary. We 
have a parliamentary democracy 
and a National Charter which was 
devised by the people of Jordan.” 

“My powers are not absolute,” 
be said. “My role here is that of 
tiie older brother, maybe now as 
a father figure, to the people of 
Jordan.” 

'The retie of a monarch, at this 
stage, is just to guide and to 
ensure that in tbe future this 
country can be a model democra- 
cy,” be added. 

Tbe King called on Leaders to 
put aside the many differences 
which have tom the Arab World 
apart since tire Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Urging the Arab World to 
reunite and indicating that with- 
out change of policies there 
would be no progress. His Majes- 
ty said: “Hopefully in the im- 
mediate future there will be a 


reassessment of their positions 
and hopefully tbe interests of the 
people, not the regimes, will be 
paramount to all, so we can move 
ahead again.” 

The King stressed that change 
towards more democratic politic- 
al systems would be beneficial 
internally and on an itner-Arab 
leveL “We like to think that we 
are members of an Arab family 
that encompasses all Arabs.” 

King Hussein dismissed any 
notion that any bans of any poli- 
tical group would be imposed in 
Jordan. 

“We have worked bard on 
creating this democracy and all 
Jordanians will participate re- 
gardless of their origins,” he said. 
“Islam has been much misunder- 
stood.” 

The King that living up to his 
responsibilities had been the 
greatest challenge of his 40 years 
or reign, adding: “Tbe Jordanian 
people are walking with then- 
beads held high and enjoying 
democracy, pluralism, human 
rights and power sharing and 
setting a good example to others 
in this region and the world.” 


Iraqi leader promises 
economic improvement 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
Wednesday promised major 
efforts to improve the country’s 
economy and warned that corrupt 
officials would be dealt with 
harshly, meaning they could be 
executed. 

In a speech broadcast on radio 
and television. President Saddam 
criticised the performance of his 
ministers, who have been wrest- 
ling with ways to rescue an eco- 
nomy ravaged by U.N. embargo. 

He promised that “all irres- 
ponsible government officials will 
be dealt with the same way we 
dealt with corrupted business- 
men.” 

Reports surfaced last month 
that 42 merchants had been ex- 
ecuted in Baghdad after being 
accused of profiteering. 

“We in the leadership will not 
hesitate to do what is retpnred by 
responsibility, justice and law,” 
President Saddam said in die 
speech, which was read by an 
announcer; 

President Saddam said be 
would appoint Deputy Prime 
Minister Tam) Aziz to head a 
special committee to deal with 
the economy. 

He referred to the “corruption 
of a minority of people” and said 
“we want tbe people of Iraq to be 
one in meeting die delimma that 
we are all' faring. 

“Tbe behaviour of these peo- 
ple runs counter to the slogans of 


the mother of all battiks,” Pres- 
ide! Saddam said in a reference to 
the Gulf war that-expe ll ed Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait in February 
1991. 

“Measures taken by the lead- 
ership to protect tbe interests of 
citizens and future measures that 
will be taken in this respect aim at 
protecting all the sons of Iraq 
from the devious people,” he 
said. 

He said be bad asked cabinet 
ministers to discuss “specific 
areas” in tbe Iraqi economy” ... 
defining its weaknesses." 

■ Kuwait denies buildup 

Kuwait’s military drief-of-staff 
has denied reports of an Iraqi 
troop build-up on the borders. 

“There is no Iraqi troop build- 
up on the borders with Kuwait,” 
staff General Jaber A1 Khaled Al 
Sabah said in an interview with 
Sharjah’s weekly magazine Al 
Sburoq to be published Thurs- 
day. 

Gen. Jaber affirmed that Iraqi 
military moves in tbe vicinity of 
his country were monitored 
around tbe clock with tbe help of 
reconnaisance planes “and I can 
confidently deny the presence of 
any troop amassment by the Iraqi 
regime forces on the Kuwaiti 
borders.” 

Shiite Muslim sources based ini 
Iran claimed earlier this week 

(CoHtfaiWfd on page 5) 


Voters ‘apathetic’ on by-elections 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The number of 
people who picked up their 
voting cards tor the Aug. 18 
by-elections in tbe Fourth and 
Sixth districts of Amman be- 
fore tire Aug. 10 deadline has 
disappointed officials who 
were expecting voters to show 
a greater interest in the polls 
than they did during the 1989 
elections. 

Only 53 per cent of tbe 
eligible voters in tbe Fourth 
District and 76 per emit in tbe 
Sixth District have collected 
their voting cards — an essen- 
tial document without which 
no one can vote, officials told 
the Jordan Times Wednesday. 

“It is a total s u rp rise ," said a 
senior interior Ministry offi-’ 
daL “We thought that people 
would be taking voting more, 
serious this time than they in 
1989; but the figures indicate 
otherwise.” 

The official said that 93 per 
cent of tbe eSgfltie voters in the 
Fourth District and 87 per cent 
in the Sixth District had col- 
lected their cards for the 
November 1989 general elec- 
tions. 

The Aug. 18 elections are to 
fill two seats in the Lower 
House of Parliament left 
vacant, by the death ofMmwer 


Al HadSd (Fourth District) and 
Ahmad Qteish Al Azaideh 
(Sixth District). 

The appar ent decline in vo- 
ter interest was expect e d by 
some observers. 

“This is a relatively unim- 
portant election because who- 
ever gets elected will serve 
only until the end of the sum- 
mer of 1993, because of the 
elections in November," one 
observer pointed out 

The low registration voter 
turn-out is not “alarming,” he 
said. 

Analysts believe that the low 
torn-out will work, in favour of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
candidate Dr. Ham Al Tahra- 
wi, in the Fourth District, who 
is said to have both Islamist 
and tribal support in his home- 
town area of Sahab. Dr. 
Tahrawf smain challenger is 
Anwar Al Hadid who, political 
observes say, win have to have 
very strong backing from “a 
coalition of tribes and non- 
Islamist elements” to defeat 
the Brotherhood candidate. 

Political observes in die 
F ou r th District believe that if 
.tile five other candidates who 
are runmng on mainly tribal 
and pro-estabBshmcnt tickets 
do not withdraw from the race, 
the votes that Mr. Hatfid is 
Gkdy to get will be divided 
among the six -non-Islamist 


candidates, thus boosting the 
chances of the Brotherhood 
candidate. 

“The split-up in votes among 
his opponents will enable Dr. 
Tahrawi to win the race,” pre- 
dicted one observer in Qweis- 
meh. 

In Madaba, headquarters of 
tbe Sixth District, tables 
appears to have been turned in 
favour, of a liberal candidate at 
the expense of die Brother- 
hood. 

Almost all of tbe 9,000 reg- 
istered voters from die Bam 
Hanri da tribe have picked up 
their cards, dramatically boost- 
ing the fortunes of Abdul 
Hafith Shakhanbeh. tbe only 
member of the tribe in the 
running and np until last week 
considered to be tbe “least 
likely” of the three candidates 
to win die race. 

Mr. Shakhanbeh now seems 
to have “a real chance” in the 
contest, an observer said. 

Mr. Shakhanbeh is consi- 
dered a liberal politican who 
has been doser to the left 
throughout his career. 

Tbe two other candidates in 
the district, the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s Mohammad 
Khreibat and former govern- 
ment official Fawaz Abn 
Ghanem, are both members of 

(Cootiuued om pace 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by Public 
Security Department Chief Major-General Fade! 
AH Fbeid, inspects a contingent of Jordanian 


security forces prior to its departure for peacekeep- 
ing operations in Cambodia (photo by Yousef Al 
’ADan) 


Jordan sends peacekeepers to Cambodia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Wednesday bade farewell to 
another batch of security forces 
joining the U.N. peacekeeping 
team. His Majesty Eng Hussein 
led Jordanian officials to see tbe 
troops off on their new mission. 

The batch, the second to be 
sent abroad this month, headed 
for Cambodia to join other U.N. 
troops stationed there following 
forces sent to Croatia Aug. 9. 

There are already young Jorda- 
nians serving with the U.N. 


42 deputies 
want to 
sue Rifai 
for libel 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of 42 mem- 
bers of tbe Lower House of Par- 
liament Wednesday presented a 
motion to House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat suggesting that the 
House sue former Prime Minister 
Zeid Rifai for what they called 
slander and defamation levelled 
against them. 

Tbe Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the motion was presented 
daring Wednesday House ses- 
sion, during which several articles 
of tiie press and publication draft 
law were debated (see page 3). 

Parliament sources told the 
Jordan Tunes that almost aH 
those deputies who voted for 
indicting Mr. Rifai for “corup- 
tion” signed last week had signed 
tbe new motion, which was ready 
three days ago but was presented 
only Wednesday. 

The House has indicted former 
Public Works Minister Mahmoud 
Hawamdeh for alleged corrup- 
tion and rejected s imil ar motions 
against Mr. Rifai and former 
‘Finance Minister Hanna Odeb. 

Following tbe House’s decision 
on tiie indictment, Mr. Rifai 
issued a statement accusing Par- 
liament members of levelling 
false charges against him. 

Tbe Parliament source told tbe 
Jordan Times that Mr. Rifai’s 
statement was tantamount to 
accusing Parliament members of 
being working against their own 

(Continued on page 5) 


peacekeeping forces in Namibia, 
Somalia ana Yugoslavia, said 
King Hussein in a statement to 
reporters following a farewell 
ceremony. 

Participation by thousands of 
young Jordanians in peacekeep- 
ing efforts can only manifest the 
continuation of the humanitarian 
role played by this country which 
desires to help establish peace for 
all people around the world, 
noted the King. He expressed 
hope that Jordanian troops will 
shoulder their responsibilities to 


the best of their capabilities. 

The first batch of 500 troops 
were sent by sea to war-torn 
Bosma-Herzegovina last April. 
On Aug. 9 Jordan sent another 
force to back peacekeeping in the 
same region. 

Police Security Department 
(PSD) Inspector General 
Mohammad Bsool spoke at the 
outset of the farewell, paying 
tribute to the King for his con- 
tinued effort to promote tiie role 
of Jordanian security forces as 
ready for any mission. 


Jordan 
awaits 
details of 
U.S.-Israel 
agreement 

AMMAN (Agencies) — The gov- 
ernment on Wednesday reacted 
cautiously to U.S. moves to grant 
Israel $20 billion in loan guaran- 
tees and said that it was waiting 
for more clarifications. 

“We have to wait and see the 
details of the terms of the deal,” 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber told reporters. 

After two days of talks with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, U.S. President George 
Bush announced on Tuesday that 
he backs granting Israel the 
loans. 

“We have to look at all aspects 
of the negotiations that went on 
between them before we pass a 
judgement,” Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

On whether the measure would 
have an impact on the Middle 
East peace process, Dr. Abu 
Jaber said: “There is no qnestioa 
that granting Israel the loan 
guarantees changes the situa- 
tion.” 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that U.S. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabin says U.S. loan guarantees 
secured despite disagreements 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime- 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said on 
Wednesday be won U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bash’s approval of 
$10 billion in loan guarantees for 
Israel despite differences over 
Jewish settlement of the occupied 
territories. 

He told Israeli radio stations 
while in tbe United States that he 
and Mr. Bush spent a long time 
reaching agreement despite tbeir 
differences on tbe issue. 

Asked if Mr. Bush accepted his 
distinction between security and 
political settlements, Mr. Rabin 
replied: “Wisdom lies in how to 
achieve what you want, in this 
instance the guarantees, without 
causing a confrontation between 
two contrary positions.” 

“Therefore it took a lot of 


tune— because the basis is not 
some written document between 
us. 

“The basis is an understanding 
of the positions of the two odes 
and how nonetheless, despite 
here and there differences of opin- 
ion, to get the $10 billion,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rabin has vowed to curb 
what be terms “political” settle- 
ment but said * ‘security” settle- 
ment will continue. Washington 
has labelled all settlement of 
occupied lands an obstacle to 
peace. 

Mr. Bush urged Congress on 
Tuesday to approve the guaran- 
tees swiftly after his talks with 
Mr. Rabin at bis Kennebunkport 
holiday home restored a glow to 
ties strained by the refusal of 


.former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir to curb settlements. 

Mr. Rabin halted the budding 
of some 6,000 planned houses for 
Jews in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip on taking office in July, but 
is allowing tbe completion of 
10,000 houses already begun. 

The Israeli media halted Mr. 
Rabin's achievement. Tbe cen- 
trist Yedioth Ahronoth, Israel’s 
largest circulation daily, in an 
editorial headlined “Salute to 
Rabin,” said he bad managed to 
avoid tough U.S. conditions. 

“Tbe high security for them 
(the guarantees), deductions for 
past investments in the (occu- 
pied) territories and the obliga- 
tion to massively use them in toe 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel ‘not to buy Arab Jerusalem houses’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Tbe hooting 
ministry has suspended the use of 
government funds for buying 
property for Jewish settlers m 
Arab East Jerusalem, a ministry 
statement confirmed Wednesday. 

Tbe ministry will make a final 
recommendation to the cabinet 
after reviewing how much money 
previous governments gave to 
settlement projects, directly or 
indirectly, tiie statement said. 

If made permanent, the deci- 
sion could be seen as a goodwill 
gesture towards the Palestinians 
in the occupied territories with 
whom Israel will renew peace 
talks in Washington on Aug. 24. 

It would also reverse the polity 
of the previous government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
which tried to settle as many Jews 


as possible in Arab Jerusalem. 

The new government headed 
by Yitzhak Rabin also pledged 
that Jerusalem would remain 
under Israeli “sovereignty.” But 
Mr. Rabin’s housing minister, 
Benjamin Ben-Eliezer, said he 
opposes settling in densely popu- 
lated Arab areas because it would 
create unnecessary tensions be- 
tween Arabs and Jews. 

Some 150,000 Arabs and 
370,000 Jews live in Jerusalem. 
About half of the Jews live in 
suburbs encircling East Jeru- 
salem. 

The United States considers 
East Jerusalem occupied land. 
However, it says the city must not 
be divided again and that its 
future must be determined in 
negotiations. 


According to one plan consi- 
dered by the housing ministry, 
the government would stop 
buying property, but would still 
pay private security firms to pro- 
tect Jews living in Arab neigh- 
bourhoods, Israel Radio reported 
Wednesday. 

The government would con- 
tinue to permit Jewish settlers to 
boy Arab property privately, the 
radio said. 

Tbe previous housing minister, 
Ariel Sharon, reportedly 
budgeted millions of dollars a 
year for East Jerusalem settle- 
ment projects, taking the money 
from a number of special funds. 

Last year, Mr. Sharon took five 
million shekels ($2.1 million) 

(Coatmued on page 5) 


Concern raised over 
safety of students in Russia 

By Hia Nasrallah The ministry official, wl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter asked not to be identified, quoti 


AMMAN — A rise in the num- 
ber of dead or murdered students 
in Russia in the past few months 
has caused deep concern in Jor- 
dan about the fete of some 4,000 
Jordanians studying in the former 
Soviet Union. 

The latest reported case was 
that of Omran Falah Al Shibli Al 
Utoum, who was reported by die 
Jordanian embassy in Moscow to 
have been murdered on Aug. 8, 
1992. 

A Jordanian Foreign Ministry 
official said that over tbe past 50 
days at least five Jordanian stu- 
dents were reported to have died- 
in Russia, some of them killed 
and others drowned. Tbe latest 
casualty, Mr. Ututn, was lolled in 
a town in Siberia whOe on ins way 
home in tiie evening, the official 


He said that the occupants of 
the same car with Mr. Utoum 
attacked the deceased and killed 
him, and investigations were con- 
tinuing into. tire affair. 


The ministry official, who 
asked not to be identified, quoted 
the Jordanian embassy in Mos- 
cow as saying that it was unsafe 
for anyone to venture out in 
Moscow and other towns after 
dark for fear of being attacked by, 
gangs of robbers and murderers. 

The official said that poverty, 
lade of sufficient security for fore- 
igners and tbe soaring cost of 
living in general appeared to be 
the motives behind the rise in 
crime. 

However, be said, some re- 
ported deaths could have occur- 
red due to natural causes or 
accidents. 

An official at the Ministry of 
Higher Education echoed the 
Foreign Ministry official's views 
about the general security situa- 
tion in Russian cities ami the 
danger facing foreign students. 

He said the Ministry of Higher 
Education this year sent no 
Jordanian students . on a scho- 
larship to Russia amply because 
the now independent ex-Soviet 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kabul shelling eases; 
guerrillas under attack 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A dissi- 
dent Afghan Mujahedeen group 
eased its rocket bombardment of 
Kabul on Wednesday afternoon 
when its forces came under heavy 
ground and air attack from pro- 
government forces. Mujahedeen 
sources said. 

The bombardment slowed and 
residents emerged cautiously 
onto the rabble-strewn streets for 
the first time since the blistering 
rocket assault began on Monday, 
the sources said by telephone 
from tiie Pakistani border town of 
Peshawar. 

Fighters of tiie hardline Hezb- 
e-Islami battled troops loyal to 
tbe three-month-old Islamic gov- 
ernment in the east of the capital 
around tiie military university 
overnight and resnmed heavy 
rocket and artillery fire at dawn, 
the sources said. 

At least 500 people have been 
killed and more than 1,100 in- 
jured in the barrage, tiie Hezb- 
nm Afghan Islamic Press said in a 
report received in Islamabad. 

“People have started moving- 
about again,” one source said. 


There bad been little traffic on 
the streets except for tanks and 
armoured vehicles since the Hezb 
bombardment began. 

Tbe fighting has reduced parts 
of the city of mainly mud-built 
houses to rubble and seriously 
disrupted water supplies as well 
as the telephone system, the 
sources said. 

Thousands were fleeing the dty 
and the price of a bus ticket to the 
Pakistan border has soared from* 
2,000 afghanis to 20,000 afghanis 
($6 to $60), said one Afghan who 
made the trip this week. 

Rockets fell on the presidential 
palace and government ministries 
including the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, they said. “Rocket-firing 

rodeet tended near the German 
embassy ” one source said. 

The go ve r nm ent said Hezb fire 
had destroyed planes and radio 
and television transmitters and 
damaged the Defence Ministry, a 
major target of the dissidents. 

This week’s fighting was among 
the bioorfiest since the start of the 
Afghan civil war 14 years ago. 








< 


[Middle East News 

Iraq says food lifeline from Jordan is down 


irrenAN TIMES. TBCRSDAY-FRIPAY, APGUST 13-14, iwj 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq says a 
crackdown against profiteering 
has halved food imports from 
Jordan, its main lifeline to die 
outside world. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh told a news con- 
ference on Tuesday a cot in 
imports from Jordan and Tur- 
key was compounding the 
effects of U.N. sanctions that 
were causing widespread shor- 
tages of food, medicine and 
other essentials. 

Mr. Saleh sidestepped con- 
firming whether merchants had 
been executed since the crack- 
down began, but he indicated 
some had been by saying the 
penalty for withholding food 
from markets was death. 

Diplomats said at least 42 
merchants were executed in 
late July and early August 
after being accused of pro- 
fiteering. About 550 other 
traders were rounded up across 


the country. 

“The law is dear for ... a few 
people provoke the law so the 
law is adopted against them," 
the minister said. 

Asked whether food imports 
from Jordan, Iraq's main life- 
line. bad fallen because traders 
feared being caught in the 
crackdown, Mr. Saleh said: 

“The trade of food has not 
stopped ... but the scale is 
definitely lower than it used to 
be before.” He said food sup- 
plies from Jordan had dedined 
by about 50 per cent for about 
a week but were now rising. 

“The (Iraqi) law issued in 
the first week (after) the adop- 
tion of sanctions is that for any. 
person who keeps food away 
from the market and monopol- 
ises ... the punishment is ex- 
ecution.” 

Asked whether the govern- 
ment planned to reassure mer- 
chants, Mr. Saleh said: “I have 


met them four times so far 
(since the crackdown) and 
there is no fear.” 

Mr. Saleh said no food was 
entering Iraq from Syria. Iran 
sold some to Kunfish rebels in 
northern Iraq for political pur- 
poses but all food bought by 
foe government came in 
through Turkey and Jordan. 

Sanctions ‘-imposed after 
Iraq‘S invasion of Kuwait two 
years ago exempt food and 
medicine bat the government 
says it cannot afford to buy 
enough with most assets 
abroad frozen. 

The minister said food prices 
in Iraq had soared by between 
3,000 and 4,000 per cent since 
sanctions were imposed in Au- 
gust, 1990. 

Mr. Saleh said no trucks had 
reached northern Iraq from Turkey for 
the last 20 days because of a 
conflict between Iraqi Kurds 
and Turkish Kurds. “It is still 


closed up to this day,” he said. 

This caused a shortage of 
flour, which is imported from 
Turkey, he said. Rice and 
sugar are normally trucked in 
from Jordan. 

Reports from Paris late on 
Tuesday said two to five car- 
goes of white sngar on route to 
Iraq via Aqaba went to Saudi 
Arabia and the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
because of the Iraqi crack- 
down. 

Several cargoes of sugar 
bought privately by Iraqi mer- 
chants and beading for Bagh- 
dad were left floating in the 
area, for lad: of buyers, after 
the reported executions, trad- 
ers said. 

Traffic in Jordan's Zarqa 
Doty Free Zone, the source of 
a huge portion of die supplies 
of humanitarian goods Iraq is 
allowed, has almost come to a 
standstill. 


Naming of new government in Rabat 
seen to hit hope for Sahara plebiscite 


RABAT (AP) — A new govern- 
ment headed by businessman 
Mohammad Karim Lamrani as 
prime minister was named Tues- 
day, freeing up cabinet members 
to campaign for next month's 
election for a new parliament. 

King Hassan II named Mr. 
Lamrani to replace Azeddine 
Laraki who had been premier for 
the last seven years. There was no 
ceremony to accompany the 
announcement. 

The election, to be held in the 
first week of September, 
appeared to quash hopes for a 
referendum on independence for 
the disputed Western Sahara, a 
huge former Spanish colony that 
Rabat annexed in 1975 after 
Spain gave it up. 

The United N ations-sponsored 
referendum, originally scheduled 
for last January, was to have 
decided whether residents of 
Western Sahara, at the north- 
western corner of Africa, 
favoured independence. 

Critics charge that Morocco, 
which is seeking to absorb the 
territory, has flooded Western 
Sahara with settlers to skew the 
vote. 

The Poiisario nationalist move- 


ment and non-aligned nations in 
particular have criticised Rabat 
for exploiting voter eligibility in 
the area. 

The Marxist Poiisario favours 
independence and has fought an 
ongoing war with Morocco over 
the territory. 

With next month's election 
however, voters in Western 
Sahara would be voting for repre- 
sentatives to sit in parliament in 
Rabat, seemingly rendering any 
independence referendum moot. 

King Hassan has repeatedly 
said be would delay the.legislative 
elections until the referendum 
confirmed the wishes of Western 
Saharans to be part of Morocco. 
As late as June, the govemment- 
run news agency MAP said the 
- government remained committed 
to a referendum. 

A senior government source 
said at that time that only local 
elections would be held in 
September, with parliamentary 
voting coming later. 

Mr. Lamrani president of a 
phosphate company, had been a 
senior economic advisor to the 
'government before his appennt- 
Pment as bead- of government. • 
-n He has saved as prime mins- 


Rebels block food airlift 
to southern Sudan town 

NAIROBI (AP) — Rebels are ferrying troops and weapons on it 
refusing to guarantee the safety to Juba. The United Nations sub- 
of an emergency food airlift to sequently decided to shift its base 
some 300,000 people in the sooth- of operations to Entebbe, 
cm Sudanese capital of Juba, aid Uganda, 
workers said Wednesday. Mr. Ekvall would not speculate 

‘We are still trying to solve this on whether this incident was be- 
diplomarically,' said Thomas hind the rebels' refusal to guaran- 
Ekvail, head of U.N. Operation tee the safety of relief fughts. 
Lifeline Sudan. ‘But if it is im- 
possible, we will have to go ahead But be said the United Nations 

without it.* had sent two letters to rebel 

The last relief flight into Juba leader John Garang and made 
was July 18 by the Lutheran repeated attempts to meet with 
World Federation, which has bim, but bad received no reply, 
been delivering emergency sup- He said that if it continues to 
plies to the town since 1988. receive no answer, the United 

Juba has been the govern- Nations will resume the airlift 
meat's main stronghold since the Aug. 20 without rebel pernris- 
civil war erupted in 1983. Its son. 
people, 230,000 of whom fled to „ . . T . 

Juba to escape the fighting in the “e LuthcTan 

countryside, are toSly depen- *°£L ^ d J“ T 

dent on relief food for dreir^ur- ™ rkm * at *= 

yjy-jj impasse with the rebels, but that 

without their permission flying 
into Juba would be too great a 
risk. 

The rebels have shot down 
several government aircraft in the 
last month. 

They're fighting a war,’ said 
Mr. Koepp. ‘It’s not in then- 
interest to let anyone in’. 

The insurgents seek greater 
autonomy and economic develop- 
ment for the predominantly 
Christian and African south. The 
central government in K ha rto u m 
is Muslim dominated. 


A major rebel attack on the 
garrison town followed by heavy 
shelling and the rebels' threat to 
shoot down any unauthorised air- 
craft has prevented the resump- 
tion of the food airlift and Jnba’s 
food stocks are depleted. 

‘People are in very bad shape,* 
said Dieter Hannusch, of the 
U.N. World Food Programme. 

The United Natrons was forced 
to halt its Khartoum-based relief 
operation to Juba after the 
Sudanese government misused a 
U.N.-marked plane July 14 by 


ter twice before, from 1971-72 
and 1983-86. His current adminis- 
tration is a caretaker gover n ment 
of technocrats to serve until the 
election. 

None of the new cabinet mem- 
bers are members of a political 
party. Their appointment was to 
allow members of the former 
government with political affilia- 
tions to prepare for the election, 
during which local assemblies win 
also be chosen. 

Political power is highly cen- 
tralised in the hands of the king, 
who presides over parliament and 
names the prime minis ter. King 
Hassan will name a new premier 
and cabinet after next month’s 
balloting. 

The government named Tues- 
day, indudes some members of 
tile previous a dminist ration who 
were not members of a party, as 
well as some new faces. 

Those who retained their port- 
folios included Foreign Minister 
Abdul Latif Filali; Justice Minis- 
ter Belarbi Alawi; Finance Minis- 
ter Mohmmad Berrada,* Interior 
and Information Minister Driss 
Basri;' Agriculture 7 ^ and Agrarian 
Reform - Minister Otbmane De- 
mnati, and Housing Minister 


Mohammad Bouftass. 

A ministry responsible for the 
development of Western Sahara 
was abolished. 

No reason was pubtidy given 
for the abolition. 

The ministry has been headed 
since its creation in 1979 by Khar 
tibenna Ould Rachid, a member 
of the centrist National Democra- 
tic Party, who was dropped from 
the new government. 

The ministry had invested an 
estimated $3 billion in infrastruc- 
ture and soda! services in the 
territory. 

When Western Sahara was a 
Spanish colony Mr. Ould Rachid 
led the National Saharan Unity 
Party in the territory but defected 
to Morocco when King Hassan 
sent 350,000 unarmed Moroccans 
into the desert territory to press 
his claims in’ 1975. ' 


2 arrests in third-party 
‘boiler-room’ operations 


COCOA BEACH, Florida (AP) 
— Two arrests in Cocoa Beach 
are the latest in a sweep against 
foreigners defrauding U.S. phone 
companies by routing calls to- 
and-from the Middle East 
through American cities. 

Boiler-room operations in this 
country function as a third party 
for callers trying to call between 
Mideast countries that have no 
direct telephone service — such 
as Israel and Syria — officials say. 

About 50 people have been 
arrested in New York City, Bos- 
ton, Washington, Chicago, Kan- 
sas City, Los Angeles, Phoenix, 
Denver and Newark, said Bill 
Burch, a Secret Service spokes- 
man in Washington. 

Khaled A1 Hadid and Bayan A1 
Hadid Khaled, both 24, were 
arrested by federal agents and 
Brevard County deputies on 
Monday. 

Agents said tiro calling service 
was designed to defraud Southern 
BeO. 

Active only since last week, the 
operation handled 700 long-dis- 
tance calls in 15 hours Sunday, 
most of them between Israel and 
Syria, officials said.. 

According to court records, a 
caller from the Middle East 
would call the Cocoa Beach num- 
ber and give the men the number 
and country to call. The oper- 
ators would put them on bold, 
dial the other number and con- 


nect the parties. 

Processing such calls is not 
illegal in the United States. But 
the operators typically dose up 
shop suddenly and move, leaving 
local phone companies with 
thousands of dollars worth of 
unpaid bills, the secret service 
said. 

Most of the callers are friends 
or relatives calling acquaintances 
in countries with no direct phone 
service, investigators said. But 
some callers may be drug traffick- 
ers or others wanting to avoid 
detection by intelligence services 
and police agencies, agents said. 

Others may be using the third- 
parry method to conceal ties to 
other countries for political 
reasons. 

The operators, many of them 
Arabs, obtain customers by 
advertising the telephone connec- 
tion services in Arab newspapers, 
said Wally Gossett, a Florida 
Department of Law En fo rc em ent 
agent who assisted in Monday's 
arrest. Contacts in those coun- 
tries collect fees for the calls and 
relay it to their associates in this 
country. 

Hadid and Khaled had 
phone service in one apartment 
but tried to evade detection by 
operating out of a second apart- 
ment with two cordless tele- 
phones, said Ric Johnson, head 
of the Secret Service office in 
Orlando. 


U.N. clinches accord middle east mews in brief 

on guards for Somalia Yugoslav premier visits Turkey 


NAIROBI (R) — The United 
Nations has reached an outline 
agreement with Mogadishu war- 
lord General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed for 500 aimed U.N. per- 
sonnel to goaid the port in the 
Somali capital and escort food 
supplies to starving people, au- 
thoritative U.N. sources said on 

Wednesday. 

The sources told Reuters that 
the U.N. special representative 
for Somalia, Mohammad 
Sahnoun, was at General 
Aideed's headquarters at Bar- 
dera, 330 kilometres west of 
Mogadishu, to sign a formal 
agreement 

“Sahnoun got agreement in 
principle on Monday and is get- 
ting the formal papers signed at 
die moment,” one senior U.N- 
source told Reuters. 

The sources said U.N. armed 
guards would secure the port, 
currently controlled by Aideed 
fighters who demand money and 
often loot shipments, and escort 
convoys to feeding centres. 

“The guards will have to assist 
aim in the transport of food 
convoys- At first, Aideed wanted 
to try and restrict them to the. 


port, but he was in a no-win 
situation,” said another U.N. 
source. 

Gen. Aideed has strongly 
opposed U.N. military interven- 
tion in Somalia, where hundreds 
are dying each day, for fear it 
would give a new lease of life to 
his main rival, self-styled Presi- 
dent AH Mahdi Mohammad. 

A fend between the two men 
killed or maime d at least 30,000 
people until the U.N. brokered a 
shaky ceasefire a few months ago. 
Gen. Aideed controls some 60 
per cent of the shattered capitaL 

The sources said Mr. Sahnoun 
planned to disclose more detail; 
of the accord at a news confer- 
ence in Nairobi later on 
Wednesday. 

They said they had no idea 
when the first troops might arrive 
in Somalia, where some two 
thirds of the seven million people 
are at risk of starving' to death, 
but said Mr. Sahnoun wanted 
them “as quickly as possible." 

“There is no accommodation 
so they will probably have to stay 
on board a naval vessel,” said one 
source. 


U.S. court questions 
Demjanjuk extradition 


CINCINNATI (R) — An appeals 
court on Tuesday Challenged the 
way the U.S. government won 
the extradition of John Demjan- 
juk to Israel where die former 
Cleveland carworker now faces 
the gallows as Nazi camp guard 
“ivan the terrible.” 

“You seem to take the position 
that so long as in isolation yon 
show Demjanjuk was there (at 
the camp) that is sufficient even 
though yon have some evidence 
that might undermine that infer- 
ence, that you have no obligation 
to set the record straight," Chief 
Judge Gilbert Merritt of the U.S. 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
told a government lawyer. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
admitted in June it had informa- 
tion at the time of the extradition 
it did not share with the .court. 
*' If revolved a' “1945 statement 
. from a Soviet-guard named Pavel 
Leleko -who 'Said the twt> guards 
who operated the gas chambers at 
the Treblinka camp were named 
Ivan Marchenko and “Nikolai.*' 

Demjanjnk's lawyers contend 
Marchenko was the real “Ivan 
the terrible" and Demjanjuk was 
a victim of mistaken identity. 

Demjanjuk, 72, was convicted 
in Israel in 1988 of being a guard 
at the Nazi camp where an esti- 
mated 870,000 people perished. 

After Tuesday’s hearing the 
court took under advisement De- 


mjanjuk’s request that the ex- 
tradition be voided, giving no 
indication when it would rale on 
the matter. 

During die hearing Merritt and 
the other two judges on the 
appeals panel confronted govern- 
ment attorney Patty Stemler with 
defence claims the Justice De- 
partment withheld the informa- 
tion. 

Mr. Stemler told the court, “I 
think it would have been prudent 
to disclose it (but) I don’t dunk it 
has a great deal of significance." 

But Mr. Merritt and his fellow 
judges appeared to disagree. 

“Experienced judges are al- 
ways concerned about eyewitness 
testimony,” said Judge Pierce 
Lively, who wrote the decision 
enabling the United States to 
extradite Demjanjuk in 1986. 

“It .was a . common ■ concerajof , 
all throe, of- .us that we iwere 
largely .'.relying ,-on eyewitness. 
testimony because it’s not what 
we tike to rely on if there's 
something better,” Mr. Lively 
said. 

Hie Israeli ' supreme court is 
due to rule, perhaps as early as 
next month, on Demjanjnk’s 
appeal of his conviction and 
death sentence. 

Evidence has been presented in 
Israel recently that “Ivan” was 
actually a man named Marchenko 
whose whereabouts are not 
known. 


U.S. judge criticises Barr’s 
rejection of Iraq probe counsel 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Judge Marvin Shoob, in charge of 
a court case that resulted from an 
investigation of- fraudulent 
loans to Iraq, has renewed a call 
for a special prosecutor to decide 
bow far the probe shonld reach, 
the Washington Post said on 
Wednesday. 

In a telephone interview with 
the newspaper, Mr. Shoob criti- 
cised a decision on Monday by 
U.S. Attorney General William 
Barr against appointing a special 
prosecutor and said Mr. Barr 
made several “totally untrue” 
assertions about the court pro- 
ceedings. 

Iraq frandnkntiy received $4 bQ- 
tion in loans through die Atlanta 
office of the Banca Nazkraale del 
Lavoro. Nearly half the loans 
were backed by U.S. loan 
guarantees for food purchases. 

Congressional Democrats 
sought a special prosecutor, 
arguing the Bush administration 
was lax in running the credit 


programme and dragged its feet 
in investigating the scandal. 

Mr. Barr raid there was no 
evidence of wrongdoing within 
the administration and the com- 
plaints from the House Jndiciaiy 
Committee were vague. 

Mr. Shoob called for appoint- 
ment of a special prosecutor in 
June. A plea agreement between 
the government and BNL Atlanta 
Manager Christopher Drogoul 
allowed him to avoid making a 
public accounting of Ids acts, Mr. 
Shoob said. 

In the i n tervi e w, Mr. Shoob 
repeated that objection and ques- 
tioned the sfratqgy followed by 
prosecutors, including the time 
ne eded for issuing in d i c tm ents. 

The Justice Department de- 
clined comment, the newspaper 
said. 

Under the agreement, Mr. 
Drogoul pleaded guilty to 60 of 
the 347 original counts a gmwt 
him and promised to cooperate 
with investigators. . 


ANKARA (AP) — Milan Panic, prime minister of Yugoslavia- 
arrived here Wednesday under increasing criticism from the West 
for his country’s responsibility in the Sob attacks against Muslims 
and Croats in Bosnia-Henegovma. Mr. Panic’s visit also came ax 3 
time when the U.N. Security Council prepared to vote on the 
possible use of force to protect relief shipments to Bosnia’s 
besieged capital, Sarajevo, and other areas cut off by Serb forces^ 
The vote was expected Thursday. Mr. Panic visited Greece and 
Albania last week to explain his country’s opposition to any 
international military measure. On Tuesday, a conciliatory stated 
ment from the Bosnian Serbs’ self-styled parliament asked the? 
U.N. Security Council to inform it what to do in order to “avoid a 
military interaction and the bloodshed that would accompany."' 
Turkey, a Muslim country with a secular system, has been 
part icul arly concerned about Bosnia, which is 44 per cent Muslim; 
It has presented an “action plan” to the Security Council last week 
to end the fighting in Bosnia which included limited air strikes 
against Serb military targets. -i 

Libya sends special envoy to China 

PEKING (R) — Libya sent a special envoy to Peking on 
Wednesday, days before China and the other members of the U.N. 
Security Council review sanctions imposed on Tripoli over airlxner 
bombings. Omar Mustafa A1 Montasser, economic planning 
secretary, arrived in Peking as a special envoy of Libyan leader. 
M uammar Qadbafi, the New China News Agency said. The 
government agency quoted official sources as saying the envoy 
would present a letter from Colonel Qadhafi to a Chinese leader. It 
gave no other details and the Libyan embassy was not available for 
co mm ent. Western diplomats said they thought Libya wanted to; 
lobby Q«in«, one of the five permanent membets of the Security- 
Council, before it meets on Aug. 15 to review the Lockerbie crisis. 

Envoy says Iran would arm Bosnia Muslims 

NICOSIA (R) — An Ir anian envoy said on Wednesday Iran should 
become the first country to send arms to Muslims fighting Serb 
forces- in Bosnift-Heraegovina, the Iranian news agency IRNA 
repotted. They are strongly resisting... and are presently under 
heavy pressure. But they do not possess arms as much as they need 
to defend themselves and therefore they are very much concerned 
about their own future,” Ayatollah Anunad Jannati told reporters 
in Tehran on his r e t u r n from a visit to Bosnia. “Certainly, the 
Islamic Republic must become pioneer in this regard and remove 
their problems and (meet their) needs by every possible means,” 
IRNA quoted him as saying. Ayatollah Jannata repeated a 
propos a l that Islamic countries send a joint nrititary force to the 
former Yugoslav republic. "They (Bosnian Muslims) would be able 
to defend themselves, if the Islamic countries form a joint anhy and, 
despatch .joint military assistance to them.” Ayatollah Jannati, an 
envoy of bran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamanei, visited 
Bosnia with a delegation to investigate the plight of Muslims thereJl 

Two killed In violence In Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Two people were killed in a Nile Delta town when 
police opened fire to disperse an angry mob that attacked a police 
station after rumours that a villager died there under inteirogationr 
tiie Interior Ministry said. A ministry statement said that Saeed 
Zaki Gaaboub, a cattle merchant at Idku, 150 kflometres north of 
Cairo, fainted while he was being interrogated by a police officer 
on Tuesday about money allegedly owed to a fellow trader. The 
statement said Mr. Gaaboub was taken immediately to hospital 
where he died half an hour later. A medical examination 
determined that the merchant had died of a sudden rise m Mood 
pressure, it said. Rumours quickly spread in the town that Mr. 
Gaaboub dj&i after being beaten.Bp by the interrogating officer. A 
mob attacked the Idku police station with gunfire and stones, the 
statement said. Policemen at the station “fired shots in the air to 
disperse the mob... local hospital officials later reported that two 
townsmen had died of bullet wounds,” the statement said. It added 
that, an investigation was under way “to determine responsibility 
for the deaths.” The mob also stoned the city council budding ana 
set fire to six council vehicles and a police car, the statement said. 

Europarliamentarian to visit Baghdad 

NICOSIA (AP) — A prominent European Parliament official is 
doe in Baghdad next. October for talks with Iraqi leaders, a 
state-run newspaper said Wednesday. The Iraqi News Agency, 
monitored in Cyprus, quoted A1 Jumhouriya daily as saying that 
Claude Cbeysson, a former French foreign minister, would lead a 
delegation. If the report is correct, it would be the first visit by such 
a prominent European official to Iraq since the end of the Gulf war 
™ 1991. The European Parliament is closed in August and there 
was no way to confirm the report. Mr. Cbeysson, a French 
socialist, could not be reached at his home. 

Two Palestinians murdered In Lebanon 

SIDON, Leb anon (R) — Gunmen killed two Palestinians in 
se parate incidents overnight at a refugee camp in South Lebanon, 
reomty sources said on Wednesday. They said an officer of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation’s (FLO) mainstream Fatah 
movement was shot dead near his home at the ‘Ain A1 Hilweb 
camp in the port of Sidon, 40 kilometres south of Beirut. Minutes 
“ter* 3™™*° shot-dead another Palestinian, a member of a : 
Mnsum fondamentahst group. No groups claimed responsibility for ' 
me attacks, but the security sources said they were apparently 
hnked to an ongoing inter-Palestinian feud. Several officials erf : 
various Palestinian groups have been killed this year in Lebanon as : 
a result of political divisions among the Pal estinians 
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ZARQA: 

Dr. Huaria Hanoi 
Khafifefa pharmacy ... 


348056 

(965238) 


997166 

985417 


Gvi Defence Department. 
CM Defence I mmedi a te 


Reacne ...... 

Chfl Defence Em 
RocaePofice — 
fire Brigade....— 

Blood Bask 

Highway Potts ~ 

Traffic FoSce 

Pnbtie Security D< 
Hotel CcsmtaiDta 


-.630341 

Iwacscy ... 199 

192,621111.637777 

891228 

775121 

r — 60402 

- 896390 

D epar tm ent 630321 
ats — 605800 


Price Comdiamti — 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

C o mph hRa — — — 897467 

Amman Maricipafity 

Comptaznts. 787111 

Tel ephone inform* rioc 

(directory wirtance) .121 

OrttiemtiaB* 010230 

fjanal Amman Telephone 

Repass 623101 

Abdafl Telephone: Repairs — 661101 

Jordan Tderiricm 773111 

RmfloJordn — — 774111 

Water Authority .,680100 

Jordmt Electricity Asihoriry —815615 
Secure Power 

Cornnaii y — 6 36381 

RJFSgfat Info r ma tion 08-53200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport. — 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

HtmehrMedkal Centre .... 
Kba&S Maternity, J. Amu . 
AJcOefa Maternity. J. Amo., 
labd Amman Maternity 

MaBmi.J. Amman 

Palestine. Stanekan } _. nni 

Shmcira ni Hocpita! 

Utavetrity Hoemkal 

AMtiaAaHdnW 


AJ-Ahfi, Abtefi 

ha&ao, At-Mahajreet! 

AWariilr, J. Aahrafiefa 

Army. Marta 

OoeesAfia Hospital , 

Am* Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zacqt Oort. Hospital 
Zaroa National Hospital _ 
IbaShm Hospital 

Aifflm Modem Hameri 

»BIXh 

Prims Baama Hospital „ 
Greek Chtbofie Hospital 
ftteAl Nafee* Hnsp&7_.. 
AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hoipftal .... 


- 81381302 
644281/6 

- 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

... 664171/4 
669131 

- 845845 

... 66722199 

- 666127/37 
~ 664164/6 
... 777101/3 
-775111/26 
-891611/15 

- 602240/50 
674153 



QUEEN ALIA 


TSfc MbnartfM it Jt^dM by Jtoyrf 
Jbnfcomo (fO) fafon uatfew 'depart- 
Beta ai the Qotm Aha latenatnoal 
Airport Td. (08)532QCLS r where a 
should ahnj* be verified 


(03014111 


Royal dortfentan (RJ) FUgMs 
(Tannin*! 1) 

•6=te Singapore, End* Lampor/R 

89:15 Sanaa (R 

8fc45 New Defia (R 

18:15 RiyaAfR 

18:15 ...... Dbafaraal* 

18:15 ... — m „ Aqaba (R 

*38 Dnbri. Aba Do&M I R 

11U5 BdrntfR 

lfc38 — Colombo ra 

17:45 Cairo (R 

27:55 .... L ama e a fR 

18*88 — New Yorfc. Amsterdam (R 
0:15 Bangkok, Cfcfcaaa (R 

»38 Athens fR 

19J0 — — — — London, Berts (R 
28M ... CteMon.lUint 


RccOcfRJ) 

Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

.... Muscat (RJ) 


Otfrar Righto (TWntihaf 2) 

12j» ; Abo Dhabi, Doha (QF 


. ...... Beirut (RJ) 

■**8 — Aqaba fon 

“W . — RomeiRJi 

IMS Montreal Toronto (RJ) 

life AteSSri 

1305 London fall 

13*38 LwSSS 

ss— 

M08 — Abn Dhabi (Rjj 

aid* Jeddah (Rj) 

*M5 Bahrain, Doha (Rj) 

3238 — Dated. Muscat nUi 

2kS8 Madrid (RJ) 

Othar- Flight* (Turntinal 2 ) 

«=4S n a wra s n u. Pula (AF) 


*905 Beirut f! 

13s4t Dote, Ate Dhabi, Muot 

SS:===v2 £5 

Jfe38 


price in 


Bmaa a (Mitomnar) ZZ 
Beans 

Carrot 

CaaBflower ZZ 

Cucumbers fl*rge) 1 

Oacambenfaman) ...... 


Lemon 
Marrow (fena 


Onkwft 
Onion (j 
Peaches 


«PP« 0w) — 
Pepper (save*). 

Potato 

Swoet Melon « 

Tomato ... 

Watermelon 


... 500/450 
... 550/500 

- 480 / 300 

90/50 

... 250/200 

240/180 
.... 120/80 

- 230/180 

90/30 

... 550/450 

600/ 500 

... 150/100 
_ 320/160 
.... 130/90 
.... 15V 100 
... 600 / 500 

— 600/300 
220/160 

... 150/100 
180/120 

— 18V 120 

60/30 

60/20 
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Amman and university officials discuss 
cooperation in public sen/ices 

AMMAN — Amman Mxyor Mohammad BasUraadUiiiversiiy of 
Jordan Rwiwiwpfr^ 

tfcm fa pnvidtag public services to the arivenrity. Dr. Gteaftck. 
paid tribute to the inak^d^ fer its ‘efforts, caUog^ for farther 
bDahnl ooepcnflos. ' 

Following the fffting a joite tertsfci l team r q pr eatiitfa g the 
two sides held a meeting to review questions related to the 
nr gaafaafin n of streets and areas around the university and 
draining rain water a way fr om the camps. Mr. Bashir said thatOe 
municipality wffl embark on a plan to meet this request. Senior 
officials on both sides were pre se nt at the 


' 68 dunum low-income housing 
^project to rise near Irbid 


1 AMMAN (Petra) — A local firm 
j has won a contract from the 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
i ment Corporation to help set up a 
housing estate near Irbid in 
northern Jordan. 

Corporation director Yousef 
Hiyasat, who signed the contract, 
said that the project is to be 
carried out four kilometres south 
'of tfae»:tity. ' 

Thetotel area of the project 
will be 68 dunums divided into 
! each of 300 square plots of land to 
;be distributed to the benefi- 
.daries. 

• ; This bousing estate wffl be a 
Tneiw experiment for the corpora- 
;tion which, be said, will prepare 
■land for building by providing the 
i basic fafrastn cturc for the estate 
'before distributing the plots for 
y ; homes in the beneficiaries’ own 
•style. 

i ^ The local firm will lay water. 


sewer, and electric telephone net- 
works and will bufld streets at an 
overall cost of JD 227,000, said 
Mr. Hiyasat. Hie said that the 
project is to be completed in 240 
days. - 

Each beneficiary will be 
allowed to bnild on 55 per cent of 
the plot of land and as high as 
three floors, noted Mr. Hiyasat 

He added that the boosing 
estate will indnde such services as 
a kindergarten a primary school, 
a health centre, a police station, a 
post office, a mosque, a shopping 
centre and public gardens. 

Mr. Hiyasat noted that the 
beneficiaries will be from limited 
income groups who can apply to 
the corporation asof the man- 
ning of die coming year. 

The A 1 Israa Engineering and 
Contracting firm wffl carry out 
tiie project 


% 




HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King sends condolences over death of 
JraqfShlfte leaded T '^ s 


4m tl'ilf. A 


4v.* m 


• AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Wedne&day a 
cafifertfr the Islamic Sfmte leadership fa Iraq to cohdolfc them over 

• the death of Imam Abnl Qasem A1 Khawi, a prominent leader of 

• Iraq Shiites. King Hussein expressed his grief ami sorrow over the 
death of the deceased fa his name and on behalf of Al al Bait 

: family fa Jordan. 

: Egypt and Jordan discuss bilateral 
relations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Abdul Karim AI Kabariii 
discussed Wednesday with the Egyptian Minister to Jordan 

■ bilateral relations, particularly fa labour-related fields. The 
Egyptian government has recently called on its nationals wilting to 
work in Jordan to obtain a work contract before leaving for 
Jordan. . 

40th anniversary celebrated in 
amphitheatre 

AMMAN (Petra) — As part of the Kingdom’s ongoing celebra- 
tions of the 40th anniversary of His Majesty King Hussfein’s 
accession to the throne, a festival was held Tuesday evening at the 
Roman Amphitheatre fa downtown Amman. Tbe- festival which 
was attended by Amman Mayor Mohammad Bashir included 
poetry recitals and national songs and dances. 

Queen to graduate community medical 
students 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein will 
patronize next Tuesday the graduation ceremony of the first batch 
of students enrolled in a Ministry of Health programme .on 
- community medicine. Tbe graduates have completed 17 scientific 
courses as well as practical training. Tbe programme was 
organised in cooperation with the regional office of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). Tbe courses were taught by a host 
of professors and specialists from Jordanian, Syrian, Lebanese 
and Egyptian universities, in addition to experts from WHO and 

■ the Ministry of Health. 

Industrial Fair extended 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Industry and Trade Abdullah 
Ensour decided Wednesday to extend the period of the first 
specialised Industrial Fair until Ang. 17. The decision was 
attributed to the large turnout of viators to tbe exhibition. The 
exhibition which displays Jordanian-made spare pails was opened 
. Tuesday at Amman Chamber of Industry. ' 

Special hall for the blind at university 
discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben Zeid, 
who is chairman of the Jordanian Friends of the Eye Bank and 
Prevention from Blindness Society, visited Wednesday the 
University of Jordan. He met with its president Fawzi Ghanribeh. 
prince Raad ajc/n>wH with Dr. Gharaibeh several issues of 
concern to blind students at the university, particularly the 
establishment of a special hall for them at the university’s main 
library. Prince Raad and Mr. Gharaibeh agreed to set up an ad 
hoc committee which will comprise officials from the university 
and the society to study the issue. 

Arab youth camp opening postponed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Youth has decided lb 
postpone fbe otxmmg of the Arab Youth Camp until Saturday. 
fasteacTof today (Thursday), minister of Youth Saleh Irahodat 
ammneed Wednesday. Dr. Irsheidat said d ^Pt^tpo neineM tos 
to give tbe ministry more time to einMe -> successW 
the camp. He said die camp, organised by te Ma ag ii 
coronation with the pan-Arab Youth Camp Fomidalion, trfflbe 
hddatAl Hussein Yonth Camp m Ajtom for hro reclts. The 
minister added that 300 youths rejnesentmg 
panicjpme in the camp, which will mdndc cultural, touristic. 
gnrrai and sports activities and programmes. 


Indonesian 
leader 
lauds King 

JAKARTA (JT) — Indonesian 
Prerident Suharto has stressed 
the importance of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s participation in 
theTOth non aligned nations con^ 

ferenre next month. 

%teaknig'at a ceremony to re- 
cejve the credentials of Jordan’s 
new " ambassador to Indonesia 
Lini Al Kbasman, the Indone- 
sian president paid tribute to 
King Hussein for his vast experi- 
ence and wisdom, which, he said, 
would enrich the deliberations. 

■ The president voiced apprecia- 
tion of the King’s endeavours at 
tfae-local, regional, and interna- 
tional levels and voiced his deep 
satisfaction with the existing ties 
between Jordan and Indonesia. 
He expressed hope for further 
development in ail fields. 

Last month, King Hussein re- 
ceived the invitation to attend the 
non aligned conference in Jakarta 
through a message carried by a 
President Suharto envoy. 

The president underlined tbe 
importance of promoting Jorda- 
nian Indonesian cooperation in 
confronting the fast moving de- 
velopments world wide and the 
challenges facing tbe non-aligned 
movement. 

Tbe many changes happening 
world-wide, he raid, give the 
non-aligned movement a new 
strategy to play fa world affairs. 

The President said that 
Jordan and Indonesia have lately 
promoted their economic rela- 
tions and it is hoped that this 
trend will continue and trade 
between the two countries will 
flourish. 

Tbe ambassador paid tribute to 
Indonesia’s role in world affairs 
fa general and tbe non-aligned 
movement in particular the 
ambassador thanked Indonesia 
for its continued support to the 
Arab World in its dnve to regain 
tiie usurped lands of Palestine. 


Anti-shock device 
needs funds 

By a Jordan 'nines 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Ukrainian 
medical professor is seeking fi- 
nance to launch a derice that 
'automatically injects anti-shock 
serum when triggered by tbe im- 
pact- of ’explosion; -collision or 
fire. 

One of tiie professor's Jorda- 
nian students, on summer vaca- 
tion in Amman, is spreading news 
about tiie device, tiie length of a 
pen and the width of a pack of 
cigarettes. 

According to Wasfi Fahmi Al 
Japah, a syringe is fitted inside a 
rectangular, air tight box which is 
fixed to a person's beh. When the 
cover’s thennosensitive senois is 
triggered by explosion or fire, tiie 
vacuum is broken, compressing 
the syringe which wffl pierce the 
cover, clothes and then the skin. 

A liquid is then injected into 
the bloodstream that prevents 
shock, a major cause of death 
foDowfag traumatic accidents. 

A parallel mechanism using 
slots, springs and guides blocks 
the needle from penetrating too 
deeply. The mechanism also ex- 
tracts the needle, said Mr. Al 
Japah, who is studying under 
Prof. G.K. Krivobok at the AS 
Union Mine-rescue Scientific Re- 
search Institute of Donestk, 
Ukraine. - 


nztt 



Mirror, mirror on the wall, who’s the best looking horse of them 
aB? Come find oat Ang* 28 

Arabian horses compete for 
looks in beauty contest 


AMMAN — A beauty contest for 
Arabian thoroughbred horses is 
being organised in Jordan for 
Aug. 28. and will be sponsored by 
the Royal Stables. 

The announcement was made 
Wednesday by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess AHa Bint Al Hus- 
sein, who reviewed the program- 
mes of the two-day event at a 
press conference. 

The Princess, who is chair per- 
son of tbe Royal Society of Horse 
keepers, said die beauty contest 
of registered Arabian horses of 
seven different groups will be 
held on the first day of the event. 

There will be an open contest 
for all those registered and non- 
registcred Arabian thoroughbreds, 
the following day, she noted. 

The Royal Stables are organis- 
ing tiie event in cooperation with 
a number of local, Arab and 
international organisations and 
nearly 140 horses from Jordan, 
Iraq, Syria and Britain wffl par- 
ticipate in tbe contest, the Prin- 
cess said. 

She added that awards and 


prizes wffl be presented to tbe 
winners at the end of the festival. 
Several experts in Arabian horses 
will be meeting here on Ang. 26 
and 27 to discuss judging and 
preparing for the contest. The 
Princess said she will be among 
the experts to offer her views at 
the preparatory meetings which 
will be attended by delegates 
from Jordan, Sudan, Tunisia, 
Qatar and Morocco. The origin 
of Arabian hones is not com- 
pletely dear but experts believe 
they were first bred in Yemen 
and the Arabian peninsula. 

International recognition of the 
work of tbe Royal Stables and 
Stud came in tiie late 1970s when 
they joined English-based world 
Arab horse organisation. 

Experts believe that the conn- 
try with the largest number of 
Arabian hoTses is still the United 
States, followed dosety by Bri- 
tain. According to experts all 
registered Arabian horses can 
take part in international Arabian 
horse shows. 


Palestinian affairs report says 
Israeli repression continues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Israeli au- 
thorities continued to oppress 
and terrorise Palestinians under 
tiies. ride in the 'Gaza' "Strip 'last 
month, according to the latest 
report on the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories by the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

The report, a monthly bulletin 
issued by tbe department, said 
that the Israelis have confiscated 
more Arab land for settlements, 
contrary to Labour government 
announcements that budding set- 
tlements would be curtailed. A 
number of Arab homes have 
been demolished or stormed 
under the pretext of searching for 
resistance groups. Buildings, such 
as the Greek Orthodox Church 
on Olive Mountain and two mos- 
ques in Tour and Mnkabbcr 
around the holy city were des- 
troyed, tiie report said. 

The report particularly refer- 
red to tbe sufferings of travellers 
to the occupied Arab territories 
and the delays caused by Israelis 
at the bridges across the River 
Jordan. 

The report said that the Israelis 
are continually violating an 
agreement reached through the 
United Nations which provided 
for .4,000 Palestinian travellers to 


pass each day. Tbe Israelis have 
reduced the number, la 1,750, 
later foaeasing it to 2400. 

Acdortfing to the report, the 
residents of the Arab city of 
Jerusalem have now - set up a 
special committee to try to find a 
solution to the bridge crisis and 
have been fa contact with the 
Israeli authorities to allow up to 

6.000 travellers to pass daily. 

The situation at the crossing 

points became critical when more 
and more people gathered at the 
King Hussein Bridge when the 
Print* Mohammad Bridge dosed 
to travellers, assigned only to 
tracks, said the report. 

The report noted that up to 

60.000 people fa the past month 
were waiting to cross. 

Turning to Arab worker condi- 
tions, the report said that Gaza 
Strip labourers have bqen denied 
permits to enter Israeli areas to 
work, depriving thousands of 
families of their livelihood. 

As to the expropriated land, 
about 3 million dunums in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
have been confiscated for estab- 
lishing settlements or for ocher 
Israeli purposes. Last month, tiie 
Israeli authorities confiscated 
hundreds of dunums of land while 
settlement building was going on. 


Press amendment threatens 
source’s identity, but allows 
more free expression 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament cm Wednesday 
ruled that a journalist's source of 
information, particularly when 
tiie information is connected with 
state security, win be revealed, 
before court. 

The ruling came in amend- 
ments parliament introduced to 
article six of the 59-artide draft 
law on Press and Publications 
during a session attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and cabinet members. 

The voting on the draft amend- 
ments was 32 out of 57 deputies 
attending Wednesday's session. 
Article six of the draft law was 
approved along with articles 
seven, eight and nine with tiie 
slight amendme n t s introduced to 
article six. 

The amendments to article six 
of the draft law included the 
folowing: 

— Citizens will have the right 
to be informed on matters of 
concern at local, pan-Arab, Isla- 
mic and international levels. 

— The public will have the, 
right of free expression, access to' 
news and information, and stas- 
tics, as well as die right to analyse 


and publish information with 
comment. 

— Newspapers and the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, as well as 
editors will have the right to keep 
their sources secret except before 
court if the relevant information 
is related to state security. 

Members of the public, politic- 
al parties, cultural and social 
organisations and trade unions 
will have the right to free express- 
ion in reporting their own activi- 
ties. 

Petra said that the seventh arti- 
cle endorsed by tbe House, states 
that any person and political par- 
ty will have the right to publish 
their own newspaper according to 
tbe law. 

Article eight, also endorsed, 
provides for official and non- 
official institutions to help jour- 
nalists or researchers by giving 
their access to their programmes 
and projects. 

The ninth article states that 
publications should not contain 
material that runs contrary to the 
principles of freedom, national 
responsibility, human rights, 
truth, the Arab and tbe Islamic 
nations values. 


Deputy Issa Rcimouui had de- 
manded that Parliament adhere 
to the draft as it was presented by 
the government to the House 
without admendments. 

• Deputy Hussein Mjalh ques- 
tioned the wisdom of the commit- 
tee’s amendments that provide 
the respect of freedoms, national 
responsibilities . human rights etc. 
“If we ask 20 different people to 
give their interpretation of these 
principles they would give us ten 
different answers,” said Mjalli. 

Deputy Abdul Munem Abu 
Zant said that freedom should be 
restricted in order to ensure 
rationality and discipline, other- 
wise, he said everything will be 
chaotic. 

Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif supported 
revealing sources. He said jour- 
nalists and people divulging sec- 
rets should know that they are in 
certain cases, liable for what they 
ray. “It is nor necessary that the 
secret divulged be an indictment 
for the journalist himself, but as a 
source of indictment for his 
source who divugled the secret 
information,” Mr. Sharif said. 


TCC dials S.O.S — submits plan 
for partial private sector control 


By Ayman Al Safiodi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hunters’ stray bul- 
lets, overused crumbling equip- 
ment and lack of funds are keep- 
ing the Telecommunication Cor- 
poration (TCC) from responding 
to citizens' demands for better 
service. 

Most of the country’s tele- 
phone networks are used to full 
capacity and many are at the end 
of their operational lives, said 
TCC General Director Ahmad 
Nawawi. 

“Tiie situation is so dangerous 
that telephone sendee will further 
deteriorate unless a decision is 
immediately taken to support the 
corporation’s plans to renew its 
network.” Mr. Nawawi said in a 
written statement at a press con- 
ference Wednesday. 

TOC is“ex 1 remely profitable/' 
said Mf, Nawawi But Its revenue 
flows into tiie Treasury which 
earmarks the corporation’s share 
of the profits. TCCs turn over for 
1992 is estimated at JD100 mil- 
lion and its budget is JD25 mil- 
lion. 

Twenty-one years after its 
establishment as a state monopo- 
ly, TCC provides automated tele- 
phone service to 275,000 custom- 
ers while its semi-automated net- 
work serves 10,000 citizens. At a 
rate of eight telephone lines for 


each 100 citizens, the corporation 
has one of the lowest ratio of 
customers to lines in the world, 
said Mr. Nawawi. 

The corporation needs to in- 
crease its network capacity by 
280,000 lines by 2010 to meet the 
projected demand on its services. 
Bat it “is not getting enough 
(financial) support from tbe gov- 
ernment,” he said. 

Bnt the government is refusing 
to let TCC off the public sector 
hook. 

Mr. Nawawi said the corpora- 
tion will not be privatised despite 
arguments that the private sector 
can provide a better service. “We 
mil not privatise for political, 
social ana economic reasons,” 
Mr. Nawawi said without ela- 
boration. 

He said, however, that the 
corporation has submitted a plan 
to tiie government; that would 
amend the law to allow tbe pri- 
vate sector to operate certain 
telephone-related services. 

Mr. Nawawi said the corpora- 
tion will soon implement an 
administrative reform package 
that anil abolish a number of 
procedural problems facing cus- 
tomers. 

Tbe reforms include decentra- 
lisation of tbe corporation's op- 
erations as well as providing fas- 
ter service to customers. 


As of September 1, applicants 
for new telephone lines will be 
connected within 24 hours of 
paying the application fees. New 
customers wffl be able to process 
their applications at TCCs offices 
without having to go to the head 
office. And, any failure of service 
will be repaired within 24 to 36 
hours of notifying the corpora- 
tion. 

However, “priority in repair 
work will be given to the Royal 
Palaces, ministries, offices and 
houses of members of the di- 
plomatic corp ... and the houses 
of senior officials,” Mr. Nawawi 
said. 

He said the corporation will 
continue to disconnect its service 
to customers who do not pay their 
bills on time, saying that the 
corporation is facing problems m 
collecting money from customers. 

Service was partially cut to 
18,000 customers fa Amman this 
week- for failure to pay their 
telephone bills. 

Mr. Nawawi said the corpora- 
tion will computerise its directory 
service by May next year, ack- 
nowledging tbe inefficiency of the 
current manual one. 

He said the corporation has 
asked the government for more 
funds to finance new projects, 
improve its service and meet its 
increasing demand. 


PENTHOUSE WANTED 
FOR RENT 

European couple (without children) seeking spacious Penthouse (3-4 
bedrooms) preferably in Shmeisani, Abdoun or Sweifieh. Unfur- 
nished, electrical kitchen appliances desirable. Separate central 
heating, garage and telephone are a must. Owners only, please. 

Please send offers to P.O.Box 926074, Amman 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 

rim* and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

Exhibitions 

Exhibition entitled “Exploring Science” at the British Coun- 
cil. 

☆ Exhibition at by Mohammad Samara al 

Balartna Art Gallery. 

* Pho to graphy exhibition fry SUmmb Al Mnfti at the Phoenix Art 
and Catare GaBery. 

☆ RxMbilioa. of photos of the Hashemite famfly since the start of 
tike Great Arab Revolt mid, flat estabBsfanent of the Trans- 
jordan Emirate as well as ph o tos depleting the dev el o pm e n t of 
-the Jordanian Armed Forces at Mata University. 

* Exhibition of children books, sta tio n er y and handicrafts at the 
Greek Cafhofic Cbnn* ia northern Marks. 

☆ Arabic book rxtiBrition at the Orthodox Club. 

* Exhibition of stamps at the old ParBament Bn&fieg, Jabal 


Note of appreciation and thanks 

Friends of the late MBraJan Das of Phagwara, Punjab, would 
like to express their deep appreciation and thanks for all those 
who contributed in cash and kind in the campaign to raise 
funds for the family of the deceased. 

The body of Nirjan Das, who died in an accident in Amman on 
July, 12 has been sent to his family of July 15. In addition to a 
sum of $600 which was sent along with the body, a cheque for 
$1621 .40 was sent by registered mail to the family on Aug. 1 2, 
1992. These represent cash contributions made in the cam- 
paign to help the family. Detailed accounts are available with 
the Embassy of India, Amman. 

We would like once again to thank each and everyone who 
helped this endeavour. 

Friends of the late Niraqan Das 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 

AMMAN 

MNDEPENDENCE DAY 

To mark the 45th anniversary of the Independence Day of 
India, a flag hoisting ceremony wit! be held on Saturday, 
August 15, 1992, at 10 a.m. at the Embassy of India, 1st 
Circle, Jabal Amman; 

All Indians and their families are cordially invited to attend 
the ceremony. 


Tender’s Notice 

The Projects Directorate/Ministry of Education announces 
tiie tendering of the following tenders as a part of the 
sector Education Project No. (JO-P8) financed by the' 
government of Japan. 


Tender’s No. Title 


Fees JD 


•12/92 General Furniture 50JX) 

13/92 Laboratory Equipment 50.00 

14/92 Audio Visual Aids 30-00 

15/92 Sports Equipment 2040 

16/92 Arts and Craft W/Sh 20.00 

17/92 Pre-Voeatfonal Edu. W/Sh 3040 

18/92 Office Equipment 30M 

Interested bidders are invited to collect tenders documents from 
Procurement Division of the Projects Directorate/Ministry of 
Education, starting August 9, 1992. against tiie payment of the 
above fees. 

Closing date will be 10:00 am. of September 30, 1992. 

Head of Special Tenders Committee 
Dr. Munther Al-Masri 



NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

This is to state that the New English School will 

reopen for students from: 

1) Saturday 29th August at 7:30 a.m., one week later 
than originally planned for reasons relating to the 
construction project. 

2) All administration and teaching staff are expected 
to report for duty on the 15th August 1992 at 8:45 
a.m. for the academic year 1992/1993. 


& 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khilda, Amman 
Now Registering for September 1992 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-11 years and we 
■are the only school in Amman to offer the full British curriculum 
adapted for the international community. 

Our language of instruction fa English with special support for 
non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. qualified and music P E 
and drama are fought by specialists right through the school. 
French and Arabic are also offered. 

The school] provides; a pleasant, stimulating environment— care 
is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. Visits 
encouraged. 

Registrationsm now bring tato fbr tira Autumn tmm 

0 „ Mond ff "Piping between 

%i Augu * t 
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Begin with the big 


THE JUST concluded commemorations of the unclear 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki forty eight years 
ago are a bitter reminder of the extent to which nations 
would go to score a militar y objective. The two 
Japanese cities being essentially civilian targets, the 
U.S. decided nevertheless to experiment with its newly 
developed midear arsenal unperturbed by the feet that 
hundreds of thousands of Japanese civilians would be 
tolled or severely injured. This is not to mention the 
other diseases that were to stay on in Japan and affect 
future generations, including long-taking genetic 
abnormalities brought about by nuclear radiation. The 
scar on humanity that was left by tins first ever 
deployment of nuclear weapons against civilian or 
military targets will never be erased and w3i continue 
to haunt the consciousness of mankind especially the 
American people. 

Fortunately the unconscious use of nuclear bombs 
against civilian targets nearly five decades ago had 
triggered an international outcry that pnfminkid in 
the articulation and adoption of two additional pro- 
tocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 that effec- 
tively outlawed the use of such weapons against any 
military or civilian objective. 

Unfortunately, however, Washington has yet to 
ratify these additional international legislations reg- 
ulating the conduct of war for fear of becoming bound 
by the jurisprudence of the additional protocols and 
deprive itself of the nuclear option in case of war. 

Moscow followed in the footsteps of Washington ami 
made its ratification conditional on the U.S. decision to 
ratify the new war rules. Other nuclear powers 
followed suit and remained outside the purv iew of the 
amendments to Geneva Conventions. 

With the relaxation in international relations 
brought about by the demise of the communist order, 
there can be no justification for the unclear powers to 
■ maintain their obviously illegal stance mi toe use of 
nuclear or thermonuclear weapons. Once that hurdle 
is overcome, there can be additional hope for the 
countries of the Middle East where Israel has already 
developed its own nuclear options, nnmindftil of the 
inter n a tion a l dictates on the subject. Urn Japanese 
people paid dearly for the crimes against humanity 
committed 48 years ago. The least that they expect In 
return is the solemn commitment by all present and 
future nuclear powers never to resort to the doomsday 
machine again no matter what the military or 
objectives are. The big powers must set an example for 
toe smaller countries which are bosy trying to become 
members of toe big nuclear league. 



JORDANIAN DAILY newspapers bitterly criticised President 
Bush for panting Israel the loan guarantees it has been 
requesting, describing the move yet another atrocity directed by 
Washington against the Arab Nation. A1 Ra*i daily said that the 
American president ottered nice words about peace and about 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 while meeting with 
the Israeli premier whom he gave $10,000 million in loan 
guarantees. Bush gave the Arabs less than lip service and he is not 
expected to give them anything in the coming few weeks before 
the presidential elections, sakl the paper. Indeed, America does 
not give Israel guarantees for loans but the loans themselves in the 
form of grants which come out from the Arab ml countries foods 
deposited in American banks, said the drily. Mr. Bush gave Israel 
the money for the nice words be heard from Mr. Rabin claiming 
that Israel was working towards peace, but did not say that Israel 
would pull out its forces from the occupied Arab lands, the paper 
added . It said that with die $10 billion Israel is bound to pursue its 
atrocities against the Palestinians and follow up terrorism against 
the civilian population. Indeed the Bush grant to Israel was a 
bonus for the Jewish State, encouraging it to pursue its occupation 
and therefore, said the paper, Mr. Bush's action can only be 
considered as a crime to be added to his other crimes against the 
Arab nation. 

AL DUSTOUR daily said Washington, as expected, offered the 
Israelis the $10 biffion which it bad been demamfing in order to 
settle the Jewish immigrants on occupied Arab lands. It was 
indeed dear from the beginning that Mr. Bush would 
‘undertake such a step, especially after meeting so many obstacles 
in the path of reaching the White House for a second terra and he 
had to find a way to win tire Jewish votes in the United States to 
achieve that goal, said A1 Dnstour. The papa said it is feared now 
that Mr. Bush's quest for the Jewish votes would still not be 
acquired despite the loans given to the Jewish state and that 
would deal a devastating blow to die U-S- a dministra t i on and the 
president’s credibility. The paper said that by daiming he is trying 
to bring about peace to the Middle East, Mr. Bosh is attempting 
to cover up for America's crime of attacking an Arab c o u n try 
more than a year and a half ago. The paper said that the 
American reward to Israel came as a blow to the peace process 
which Mr. Bush had been claiming he would end for good. The 
paper expressed the Arab Nation’s deep regret over the American 
move taken before any real progress was achieved in the peace 
process and called on the Arab countries directly involved in this 
process to revise their positions and guard i against further hostile 
moves on the part of the United States and its ally. 


‘Balance between environmental and 
economic considerations needs to be struck’ 

* ... I .U M riu. (uuk 


Following is an address by His 
Royal Highness Down Prince 
Hassan to the conference on en- 
vironment and development in 
the Isl ami c World organised by 
the Islamic Academy of Sciences 
in Kuala Lompof, Malaysia, be- 
tween August 10-14. 1992. The 
address was delivered on behalf 
of Crown Prince Hassan by Dr. 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali. 

The Islamic Academy of Sciences 
(IASI was founded to fulfill the 
aspirations of a multinational 
group of Muslim scientists. 
Through its conferences and 
seminars, it aims to bring experts 
doser together in a free and 
independent forum. 

The resulting exchange of first- 
hand experience cm shared prob- 
lems has proved invaluable in the 
past, and I trust that this will once 
ag?in be tile case. I am sure that 
your deliberations will help to 
clarify our understanding or the 
relationship between the environ- 
ment and development, in par- 
ticular the issues associated with 
science and technology. 

It is not for me to tell you, as 
scientists, of the dangers feeing 


The 1999s appear to mark a new 
era in i wtiwui aflhhs, dar- 

ing which m mau for * i i niin n 
righto wffl play a crucial role m 
defining global relations- The rhe- 
toric of human rights resounded 
throughout the Gulf war, the frst 
aids of the new era. Even the 
widespread critlris m of U.N. inac- 
tion in Bosnta-Heraegovma re- 
flects a more pro active standard 
for human rights than existed 
d inin g the deadlock years of the 
cold war. 

At first blush, the emergence of 
human rights as a force in inter- 
national events seems wholly posi- 
tive, rwnUil»g the traditional 
enemies-massacre, torture , abuse 
— ever more visible and vulner- 
able. However, doser analysis re- 
veals that the allurtag costume of 
success cloaks a disturbing trend 
that th r eat e ns the basic immu 
rights principle of prote c ting aB 
persons, whether or not thefr fives 
are chcrhhe d by the pow er s that 
be. 

The human rights movement 
has always contained a fun- 
damental tension between ideals 
and effective practice. In the 
■deal, human rights advocacy 
operates “above” politics, in a 
neutral realm of universal rights. 
In practice, however, advocates 
achieve resutts only through poli- 
tical involvement, as states re- 
spond to power, not paper ideals. 

Once in the arena of power, 
human rights becomes another 
tool In the arsenals of the domi- 
nant political players, and depen- 
dent on the patronage of national 
g o ver nm ents and feternational in- 
stitatfons, from the Security 
Council to the International 
Monetary Fund. To ensure sur- 
vival and growth, formal* rights 
organisations must taSor their 
product to meet the demands of 
these powerful c o ns um ers, fafriog 
lobbyists and media c om i Tfomt v to 
“package” and “deliver” the 
message. The cufiedku and pre- 
sentation of data is thns inevitably 
coloured by the political prefer- 
ences of the anticipated Audience, 
pr Hk s Nhn atjy lo c a ted hi the de- 
veloped North. 

The riBrainw Is dear. The legi- 
timacy of the Immaa rights move- 
ment rests on die appearance of 
Bestiality. Its success, measured 
in ettforceaMBty, publicity, an d 
dollars, depends on c ate rin g to the 
appetite of dominant actors In foe 
international order. Although the 
human rights community has 
generally chosen to ignore this 
dilemma, the choice of inaction 
favours the path of least resist- 




greatest that mankind has yet 
raced in all spheres of human 
activity. AQ over the globe, fun- 
damental assumptions are bang 
questioned and tbe structures and 
methods of an old wold are 
found wanting. 

This is an age of mass com- 
mtmicatians, rapid industrialisa- 
tion, instant decisions; an age in 
which our earth and all it contains 
are subject to inconceivable 
p res s ur e s. Now more than ever, it 
is imperative to appreciate in 
advance the consequences erf our 
actions; and herein lies tbe uni- 
que value of your ca lling . Tbe 
ounces sweeome the world mean 


Older and its interconnected na- 
ture. It has always w arned that 
the conseqneiices of disruption of 
this balance will be felt by 
ourselves and those we hold 
d ewie st; our childr en. These are 
truths by which to plan die 21st 
century, truths with which our 
rich heritage abounds. Let us 
then embrace that heritage, and 
let us recognise its inspiration and 

its singular relevance. 

If such are to be die maxims by 
which we should plan for the 
century to come, wnat should be 


tbe earth today. Nor is it for me 
to tell you, who come largely 
from the Islamic World, of the 
problems of development. 

1 would like only to make a few 
observations on die role that 
Muslim individuals, organisations 
and nations can play in harmonis- 
ing the demands of the environ- 
ment with the needs of develop- 
ment, so helping to steer us all 
safely into the 21 st century. 

We stand at a threshold, the 


changes sweeping the world mean 

that there dm be no room for 
insularity. There is only room for 
those who acknowledge our 
mutual interdependence, and 
who strive to enrich our common 
lot. The Muslim World is 00 


Indeed, while our countries 
may be classed as developing, our 
shared Islamic heritage' provides 
a fou ndatio n deeply imbued with 
respect for tbe environment. 

The Islamic tradition has al- 
ways been profoundly aware of 
the fragile balance of the natural 


the chief pragmatic considera- 
tions? The conditions which pre- 
vafi at foe turn of the next century 
will be direct results of derisions 
made now. 

Today's choices and priorities 
rtwm require comprehensive ex- 
amination; and I am folly confi- 
dent that tbe present assembly is 
both qualified and motivated to 
play its part inrtbts task. I hope 
you will allow me to list a few 
policy areas which merit immedi- 
ate attention. 

Fust, c hang es in current pat- 
terns erf production must be made 
by foe industrialised nations. Tbe 
redaction of waste products, sup- 


port for developing countries, 
and the transfer of environmen- 
tally sensitive technology, are sm 
viral components of any forward- 
looking strategy. But so, equally, 
is foe input of the developing 
world; for we *iD live with the 
realities. Let us then be dear as- 
to. our goal®; and why we wish to 
pursue them. One area in ques- 
tion is energy- The developing 
world provides mu ch o f the 
world's energy resources; and 
here as elsewhere, it is vital that 
our priorities be dearly focussed. 

Second, a balance between en- 
vironmental and economic con- 
siderations needs to be strode in 
foe derision-making processes of 
both industrialised and develop- 
ing countries. This should ack- 
nowledge that certain global de- 
velopment issues, sum as the 
elimination of poverty, foe provi- 
sion of fresh water and foe fight 

against- desertification are key 
steps to sustainable development 
New vision is needed at all levels, 
from global to grass roots. The 
rapid economic development 
model, with its environmental ' 
strains and human alienation, 
must give way to a new paradigm. 


sensitive both to the needs of the 
environment and the welfare of 
people. The articulation of such a 
model is among the main rival- ! 
ten ge s of our time. 

"Finally, human values towards 
foe environment must be addres- 
sed. Change, ultimately, begins 
and ends with mdivkhials. The 
promotion of appropriate values ~ 
and perceptions is therefore of”' 
die highest importance. Gather---' 
ings of this nature are extremely 
beneficial; for scientists of your 
calibre are uniquely capable - of ■" 


achievable remefoes. I hope that , 
foe proceedings of this confer- " 
ence wifi be published, as with ' 
previous as IAS conferences, so 
that the benefit of your collected * 
wisdom may be made available to 
decision makers all over the Isla- 
mic community. 

Tbe Islamic World has a lead- 
- mg role to play in the articulation 
of a vision for a sustainable fu- ' 
tore. You are all part of tins great 
enterprise; and I am confident . 
foal our knowledge and our _ 
.strategies will be the richer for 
your efforts. 


Human rights for sale? 


By Roger Normand and 
Sarah Leah Whitson 


aace, foe path towards more overt 
manipulation by s overe i gn in- 
terests. 

The responses of human righto 

evidence of OA 
double-edged -xword at s acc e m . 
Throughout tbe erbis, these orga- 
nisation experienced both unpre- 
cedented opportunities to be 
beard and unpreced en ted levels of 
pofiticafij-inspired mautyaftatioB. 
What follows are the stories of 
how three human rights gr o up s, 
one our own, responded to these 
challenges. Each story demons- 
trates a different face of the same 

mrcaL 

In its December 19, 1990, re- 
port on human ri g hts violations 
during the Iraqi occupation in 
Kuwait, Amnesty International 
(AI) reported “eyewitness” 
accounts that Iraqi soldiers , 

312 - pw m t m t Tynhtec ' 

from incubators and left ifeU b - 
die on the hospital floor.* Tbe 
eyewitnesses, a doctor from the 
Kuwaiti Red Crescent Sodety and 
Nay i rah, the (unidentified) 
daughter of Kuwait's Ambassa- 
dor to the United States, have 
since been discredited by other 
hospital staff who flatly deny that 
the incident ever occult e d . On 
April M, 1992, AI offered a pnbBc 
retraction that "once we were in 
Kuwait and vfcfted hospfrab and 
cemeteries and spoke to persons at 
work, we found that tbe story did 
not stand up.” 

Before the refraction, ATs re- 
port provided pofitiod dynamite 
at an explosive point in foe Guff 
crisis. The story landed on the 
front page of newspapers around 
the world. Waving the report 
beforo.tbeSebnrityCoancfifFres- 
tdenl Bush referred to tbe incuba- 
tor atrocity six times as the conn- 
ed was voting on the use of force. 


cratfrwn Cafifetda) nd John Porter 
(Bf prib flra n from Knob) mue B ul 
foe sotting Naykafa (stfl nUm. 
tified) to testify in front of foe 
House Human Rights Caucus 
(partly financed by the pubfic 
relations firm that Kuwait hired 
to sell the war In America), just a 
few days before the Senate voted 
on foe use of force. Seven senators 
would mention the incubator 
babies during foe stormy floor 
debate; war was authorised by a 
margin of 52-47. 

One ex-AI lawyer reported tint 
the fe&nre to co rroborate key 
sources resulted from intense 
pressure to win the race for pub- 
licity and c a p t ure the market. 
“We’re aB co mpeting for press. 


we’re mfi co mp eting to get our 
story out,” he explained. He 
mainlaiwd that AI should not be 
faulted for a solitary error in an 
otherwise solid report. 

But the qncsfioa remains: Why 
the rash? Wide concert* for vic- 
tims always creates- strong incen- 
tives to speed publication, AI has 
buBt a formidable reputation os 
foe st r eng th of a ccur a t e report- 
lag. Why compromise its rigorous 
standards of fort-checking in fob 
one Instance? If the victims of war 
and tortare In El Salvador and 
Cambodia most wait for proper 
cite checks, why not the victims in 
Kuwait? 

Formed in the aftermath of the 
Golf war, the Kuwaiti Association 


‘Sovereign in- 
terests andurarket 
pressures., should.' 
not be the primary 
forces that drive 
the human rights 
movement. More 
fundamental is a 
shared belief, akin 
to religion faith, in 
the inherent digni- 
ty of humanity.’ 


to Defend War Victims (KAD) &, 
according to Us glossy broc h ure, a 
“non-governmental organisation 
de dta rfed to protecting human 
rights and defending victims of 
war, irrespective of theft- national- 
ity, rttaridty, or Rflghms back- 
grounds”. Last January, KAD 
representatives embarked on a 
weB-flnanoed ad weB-pnbfidhed 
tour of the United States. The 
human rights message? Free the 
1,541 Kuwaiti prisooer s of war 
allegedly stfi held in Iraq. 

Yet they had surprirfugty Bttle 
to say about the gross hu m an 
rights violations in ‘Tfoeruted” 
Kuwait. This ^independent” ad 


Onrimi, KAD spokesman and 
d urin nas of the Kuwait Lawyers 
Association, asserted fort they 
had left: of their own accord: “I 
would very much flke for foe 
Priesti m an s to cetera,” he stated, 
neglecting to mention fort the 
emir bad refused to renew theft 
residency permits, confiscated 
their property, and absent- 
mindedly left foe welcome mat fas 
foe royal basement. 

The brochure, west so tar as to 
justify the ar bitr ar y arrests, tor- 
ture, and extra-jndidal executions 
of Palestinians in Kuwait as 
understandable expressions of 
rage: “Emotions ran very high 
and many vented their anger and 
frustration OB tbetr Cdiuili 
some of wham collaborated with 
foe invading Iraqi army.” TUs is 
a r e markab le d i s c overy for a ha- 

.man ngjra orgsunssuon — ^ihc* 

. ’to the right to tifet « 

KAD’tf^hiibian’riarts mten- 
rions would be comical had its 
message not been so well received 
dur i n g visits to Congresspersons, 


break tbe qde of ffisease and 
death. 

With momy remaining from its 
shoestring budget, BST hired a 
sfick Washington public rotations 
firm to promote foe human rights 
issues. Hie public relations people 
insisted on a numb er — how. 
many children would die? They 
advised foe group to forego com- 
plexity and locns on dead babies. 
A story t wter U wiring foe strategic 
air campaign's destruction of de*> 
trie power, foe UJV.’s afote- 
nance of sanctions, and the sky- 
rocketing infirat mortality was too 
complex for the American pubfic 
and too pofiticafiy dangerous for 
Wafoington. It was essential, they 
told ns, to avoid the “image” of 
political bias. 

May of ns protested; foe to- 
fonnrtkm gathered by scientific 

alnlnetao somvawaim ilmfa 

Jri tt-* j 


1 rights groups, 
and univ e r si ties. TUs abfitty to 
buy sod market huma rijfots 
legi tima cy, and thereby Influence 
politics at the highest levels, is no 
laughing matter. ■ 

The third story tovolves our 
own experience. During foe war, 
Am erica n s were saturated with 
news of smart bombs and swgkrt 
strikes, but mw nothing of the 
effects of war a foe people of 
Iraq. After foe war, we rece i ved 
in-depth coverag e of the repres- 
rion of the Kmds (b j Iraq, but not 
fay oar alBes in Turkey), but 
again, sflence on the conditions 

aflerttag the rest of Iraq's popula- 
tion of 18 mflHoa. F ru s trated by 
fills information gap, we orga- 
nised a ad hoc gnuq> of lawyers, 
doctors, engineers, economists, 
and graduate students, caDed the 
Harvard Study Team (HST), to 
assess the extent of dvffian 
c a s u aBfl w * in Iraq. 

HST members conducted foor- 


organfeatfam was net troubled by 
the widespre a d ab as e of for ei gn 
women domestics or by the lack of 
free elections. The Begad mass 
eviction from Kuwait er350,900 
Fakstirtans, may BfeAang rest- 
dents, was c a riwafy absent from 
the fist of reported huma rights 
vio la tions (afl by Iraq) la KA D*s 
thick brochure. Mr. Mishary AI 


tafity rate for ckfidrea under five 
had tripled t hro ughou t the coun- 
try atoce the war began. Tbe 
prtdreand ty s t e m stiedes frudl uB 
of the electri c power system had 


off sanitation, crippfins Irrigation 
and agric ul t ur e, and orating 
e pidemic levels of dfrease and 
malnutrition. The UJi. 
ensured fort these systems could 
not be adequ a tel y repaired to 


. kneuxnd naive (ft foe seasoned 
hnago-makcra.Tbe tasne^they ca- 
ptained, w as not -a ctual truth, bat 
truth as perceived by Washing- 
ton*. Actual truth might get as 
covcsge fa* academic jmbfications, 
but peedved truth could be mar- 
keted to tbe America pubtic. 

Ulfouatefy, we swallowed our 
principles and they sold the story, 

n i ghU ghtfag martoKty data 
downplaying the canes of the 
e x M s ; the air mr and sanctions. 
And we did make tbe headlines of 
newspapers throughout the 
world. We even made prime time 
tdevMon and radio tafia shows. 

Bat the message was stripped of 
its cutting edge — tbe responsibil- 
ity of foe International commun- 
ity, and especially foe United 
States, for a tragedy fort targeted 
innocent' children. In fort, the 
mes sage was so constricted and 
shallow^ that government 
spokespersons were able to en- 
dorse OUr “tragic” Brthp and 
at the same time support the UJi. 
san ctio ns, the p rimar y cause of 
foe continuing public health 
crisis. 

WhBe foe fefl message (fid even- 
tually get out to interested politi- 
cians, organisations, ad citizens 
groups, foe pubfic at large was 
spoon-fed only packaged goods. 
And we were left to wonder 
whether a more accurate story, 
not submerged in the pofiftca! 
currents of Washington, aright 
have better served the values of 
human rig h ts and dignity, not to 
mention truth. 

ATs response to market press- 
ure, KAD*s service as a front for 
g o ve rnment interests, and BBT’s 
seff-censorstrip afi. share a com- 


mon theme — tbe subordination 
of acevate and independent fan- 
man rights work to political ex- 
pediency. This distortion con- 
tames to tatateoverage in the Gutt. 
While bn— rights groups have 
flooded northern Iraq to report on 
massacres of Kurds by foe Iraqi 
govenuoeiit, not ae has demons- 
trated concern about conditions in 
the rest of foe cou ntry , where at 
least 100,000 children hare died 
as a result of U.N. i nterve nti on. 

Huma rights advocates and 
groups must squarely face tbe 
inevitable consequences of pur- 
suing more influence, more pub- ' 
fidty, and more money. They 
most wdgh the gam* in repute- " 
tion, resources, and power against . 
the cost to int egr ity and prims- _ 
pies. Rather than maintain the' 
firise dichotomy between hmnan ‘ 
A rights and politics, they must ack- 
nowledge hidden conflicts imd de- 
bate unspoken policy choices. 

It is nrtve to consider politics 
foe enemy; political involvement . 
is necessary to effectuate theprin- 
dples underlying fauna rights. 
The real battle is whether these 
principles wiB enrich global dea- 
stan-making or serve as mere ad- ■ 
jnnets to geopolitical straggle, 
bolstering the claims of the power- ' 
fid against the weak. Will h mnan - 
rights cfaaflen g r politics to even- 
handedfy apply varies of bunas- . 
fry and justice or end up hostage 
to narrow-abided particularism? 

Somcjpi interests and market 1 
pres sur es should not be the prfan- • 
ary forces that drive the human . 
rights movement. More fan- . 
damenfal is a shared befief, akin 
to refighns faith, in the iaherent ! 
dignity of humanity. In the end, . 
human rights advocates are 
arrn a afM * ' to this virion, embed- 
ded in conscience. This alone can ' 
ensure that their movement never 
becomes, in the words of Efiot . 
Ness, that which it has despised. , 

Roger Normand, executive editor - 
of the Harvard Homan Rights ; 
Journal, and Leah Whitson , an 
associate at the New York law 
firm of Clearly, Gottlieb , Steen 
and Hamilton, organised and par- 
ticipated in Harvard Study Team 
fact-finding mission to post-war 
Iraq in April and September 
1991. M$. Whitson also joined a 
delegation of tbe International 
Hmnan Rights Law Group to 
monitor foe Kurdish elections in 
northern Iraq in May 19, 1992. 
Fallowing is their article on “7 he 
snbordinatkm of accurate and in- 
dependent human rights work to 
political expediency.* 


Prospects brighter this time for Mideast settlement 


By Barry Schwrid ' 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Mideast 
peace talks win resume is two 
weeks with a greater chance of 
success than in the last five 
rounds. 

There are several reasons: 

— The new government in 
Israel is more compromise- 
fflinded. 

— U.S.4sntefi relations are on 


— The Palestinians ap p aren t l y 
have decided that limited self- 
rule is better than confrontation. 

— The talks will be held on a 
continuing basis instead of spor- 
adically. 

— The two sides have grown 
used to negotiating with each 
other. 

The last point may turn out to 
be die most significant. 

The negotiations that opened 
in Madrid, Spam, last November 
did not produce concerete re- 
sults. Israel did not yield territory 


and foe Arabs did not sign peace 
agreements. 

But after five rounds, Arabs 
and Israelis now negotiate as 
routinely as any other parties in 
conflict. Tbev don’t trust each 
other much. But they’ve become 
used to talking about tbe issues 
instead of just glaring across the 
table, or boycotting the talks. 

Arab governments that had 
shunned Israel as if to wish the 
Jewish state awav are resigned to 
its existence. They realise they 
cannot defeat Israel on tbe battle- 
field. They must negotiate to get 


Israel, by the same token, can- 
not ignore the 1.7 million Palesti- 
nian Arabs who live under their 
control on the West Bank and in 
Gaza. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
is ready to work out a plan fur 
seif-rale, with more authority fix* 
the P a lettiniam than ins predeces- 
sor, Yitzhak Shamir, contem- 
plated. And be hopes to conduct 
foe elections promptly. 


Even under Mr. Shamir the 
Palestinian front was the most 
p rom i sin g. Mr. Rabin’s decision 
to restrict .Jewish homo- budding 
in the territories is a gesture that 
may accelerate autonomy. 

Indeed, Pricsthga a expecta- 
tions go beytmd sdfraJe to state- 
hood. But reality could be takmg 
bold. Israel b offering a trial 
period of c o exi s te nc e. Then they 
would talk again. 

Meanwhile; in another gesture, 
die Rabin government is getting 
ready to legalise meetin gs witfi 
offiaab of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation as long as they 
are not considered a threat to 
Israel's security. 

Mr. Rabin also has pledged to 
keep the talks going on an almost 
permanent bass. The round that 
opens in Washington on Aug. 24, 
for instance, is expected to go os 
for abort a monfo, cnhninafoffi in 
a visit by Foreign Minister dn- 
mon Peres in late Sep tem ber. 

Tbe short, sporadic sessions of 


foe past contributed to anxieties 
and name-calling. The two 
jockeyed for public-relations 
positions, accusing foe other of 
not caring enough about peace to 
keep working for iL 

President Bush, in announcing 
the resumption Mcmday in Ken- 

the role the United States would 
gtay. It would be, he srii, a 
catalyst and bon- 

While the .phrases aid shop- 
worn. tins time they may be apt. 
brad’s trust in foe United States 
has grown since Mr. Rabin suc- 
ceeded'Mr. Shamir. The presi- 
dent u -more indmed to fadp 
Israel now. His own struggle for 
rejection may bave as modi to 
do with ft as Mr. Rabin’s change 
in settiements policy. 

This time, when ’ the United 
State s whispers its advice from 
Offstage, Brad may be indmed to 
trust what ft is bearing. 
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Esmat Al Said builds on personal tragedy 


BOOK REVIEW 


^ : By Mailed Arab 

LONDON — Since the tragic 
death of her husband and 
£ father-in-law in the troubled 
■)J days of Iraq’s 1958 coup 

% which toppled the monarchy, 

^ Dr. Esmat AJ Said has bean 
it in mourning. She is always in 
h black and her face is free of 
r make-up, yet there is a bint 
^ of a smile on her placid fea- 

tj Cures. The indomitable ener- 
gy that has enabled her. to 
k survive and build a new life 
for herself lies bidden be- 
4 heath this calm exterior. 

J* Bom in Egypt to an-ari& 
% tocradc and influential fami- 

51 ly, Esmat married Sabah 
J Said, the only son ofNuri AI 
y Said, the most powerful and 
controversial politician under 
, f^She Iraqi monarchy. Nuri Al 
Said served as Prime Minister 
and was the prime mover 
behind Iraq's policies; he in- 
fluenced political life in the 
region between the 1920s and 
the late 1950s. 

The controversial role Nuri 
Al .Said played in shaping the 
future of Iraq and the Middle 
East was highlighted through 
• his attempts to link the Mid- 
dle East with the West in a 
pact in 1955 which came to be 
known as the Baghdad Pact. 
Backed by the U.S. , this pact 
was designed to counteract 
the growing pro-Soviet influ- 
ence of. the late Egyptian 
leader Gamai Abdul' Nasser 
who had become a symbol of 
g^Arab nationalism. Nuri Al 
. Said “believed that all would 
* like to exploit us. but be saw 
the West, and in particular 
Britain as the lesser evil,*’ 
notes Esmat Al Said. “He 
was a true Iraqi patriot, a 
pragmatist who put the in- 


' arthy: “andialot df prppag an- 

' vT 

’ In contrast, in her book she 
empasises Nuri AJ Said's 
: “ patriotism and love for his 
country ", quoting him as 
saying that “a faithful states- 
man may risk life bathe must 
not put . his country and its 
resources at risk. ” 

Esmat, the daughter of All 
Fahmy Pasha and Nur-Sefa 
CeEk of Turkish origin, re- 
calls how fate dealt its band 
in bringing her to meet and 
marry Sabah Al Said , the 
only- son of Nuri AI Said. 
Sabah was being treated in a 
hospital in Istanbul after a 
plane crash in 1936. Esmat 
happened ro be with her 
father .who was undergoing 
some check-ups at the same 
hospital. Her father called on 
Sabah who was also being 
. visited by his father and Mos- 
tafa Kemal Ataturk, the 
founder of modem Turkey. 

Ataturk encouraged her 
and Sabah to marry, she says. 
The marriage was announced 
in Istanbul, but the official 
celebrations took place in 
Baghdad on Oct. 22, 1936. 
" Ironically , on the 29th of the 
same month 1936, the first 
ever military coup in Iraq 
took place, headed by Bakr 
Sidqi she says. “The 
cabinet met at the Royal 
Palace where King Ghazi 
advised three ministers, in- 
cluding Nuri Al Said, who 
was then foreign minister, to 
leave the country for their 
own safety lest they suffer the 
same fate as that of (the 
Defence Minister) Genera/ 
Jaafar Al Asqary who was 
murdered by the perpetrators 
of the coup. '* 


all othqr^ponsidcmtioirs. exper in Egypt. 

Sbie has decidcdifris time ^*tyhei^>Xhey& stayed* hr -The — 
to set the record right by - mansion- of Esmat’s family. : 
writingTflfoSk entitled “Nuri "Nine months later’thc family 
AJ Said: A Statesman and returned to Iraq after another 

Human ” due to be published ““P 00 Aug. 14, 1938 over- 
in August by Al Saqi Pub- threw Bakr his 

Ushers of London. Asked by S^oup. Esmat lived in Iraq 

the publishers, why now and witnessed the stormy 

not before, the lady in black events which thereafter en- 

explained that what has hap- ' gulfed Iraq and the Middle 

pened during the last two hast, leading to the bloody 

years — the Gulf war and the revolution of July 14, 1958. 

new world order — vindi - “ Before the coup we bap- 

cates what her father-in-law pened to he in London 

bad been advocating and for together with my husband 

which he lost his life. At ease our two children, as well 
with historical events, Esmat « Nuri A/ Said who was due 

AJ Said shows little interest in t? attend some official func- 

commenting on current tion," Esmat recalled, point- 

e vents, preferring to “ let m 8 some decorations m a 

time be the judge. " “Is there cabinet in her flat in central 

now something called Iraq?" London, which Nuri was siip- 

s he asks. “ Iraq is a divided to wear ** the cere- 

mnntnt M Chu* /i'£v»itc Pn>cb mOfl/eS. 


writinglftkidk entitled “ Nuri ' 
Al Said: A Statesman and 
Human ” due to be published 
in August by Al Saqi Pub- 
a jiishers of London. Asked by 
^rhe publishers, why now and 
not before, the lady in black 
explained that what has hap- 
pened during the last two 
years — the Gulf war and the 
new world order — vindi- 
cates what her father-in-law 
bad been advocating and for 
which he lost his life. At ease 
with historical events, Esmat 
Al Said shows tittle interest in 
commenting on current 
events , preferring to “ let 
time be the judge. " “Is there 
now something called Iraq?" 
she asks . “Iraq is a divided 
country.!” She likens Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein to the 
late dictator Franco of Spain, 
kept in power by a strong 


A MW ttfm 

‘Suddenly telegrams were 


■ flooding in from ‘ Baghdad 
urging him to come back 
quickly to Iraq fora couple of 
days to sort out problems 
there. He did return and 
there met his fate. Three days 
later he was killed and so was 
his son. No one knows where 
they were buried... These 
were the tragedies I suffered 
in those days." Sabah Al 
Said's widow had to find a 
new life without the support 
and power she used to enjoy 
and without a clear picture of 
the future. “We did not have 
anything abroad, we left ev- 
erything in Baghdad; 
moreover I had to look after 
and educate my two chil- 
dren.’' Dr. Said stressed that 
her family did not take any 
wealth nor did she have any 
finan cial assistance from any- 
one. "] 

She had to draw on her 
own personal and academic 
resources. She had aPh.Din 
law and economy from 
France, and speaks Gve lan- 
guages: Arabic, English, 
French, German and Tur- 
kish. She remained in Lon- 
don and has never returned 
to Iraq or Egypt , although 
she is very active in the Arab 
community in Britain. “I 
worked as a journalist in the 
BCC-Arabic Service," she 
explained. “I did not know 
that I had the ability to write 
plays for radio. I now have a 
collection of these plays 
which I wrote for the BBC- 
Arabic Service. I did not 
know either that I had the 
ability to write comedies... I 
also wrote about women's 
affairs and famous women," 
she added with a smile. 

Dr. Esmat valued her jour- 
nalistic experience for its 
mother* beiietifs^j^part', from 
-the fact that I ^d f (p^iabi a 
living (fovujg' Tmting, when 
you take to writing you leave 
your own surroundings and 
sorrows. Writing has been an 
outlet for me. I am some- 
times surprised how I man- 
aged to write those comedies 
while I was in black. I may 
consider this as an escape 
torn reality to another world 
— the world of my plays. ” 

She attributes her ability to 
survive to her strong religious 
faith which has given her 
patience and tranquillity. 
“ Tragedies help create new 
life and endow us with new 
abilities," she notes. 
Tragedies to her are nor per- 
sonal ones. They can have a 
wider dimension. “ During ■ 
and after the disaster of the 
June War of 1967, we were 
defeated by our enemies, the 
. Israelis, who occupied sever- 
al Arab countries creating 





Dr. Etanmt AI SaUI Gwft), presi- 
dent of thm Arab Women’s Coun- 
cil, bms wiittmn a book on Iraq’s 
contro v rg fa l Maori AMSaSaL Sbm Is 


soon bore with Mrs Mohammad 
Sbakar, the wife of Egypt’s 
ambassador to the U.K. 


colossal suffering in our re- 
gion. These tragedies can 
sometimes open up positive 
outlets which can save you 
from delemma said Dr. 
Esmat. 

These political events gave 
Dr. Esmat the strength to 
establish .the first Arab 
women's association in Bri- 
tain as a relief organisation. 
The association was ex- 
panded in 1974 and became 
known as the International 
Arab Women’s Council Fund 
(AWC), a self-supporting 
voluntary welfare association 
which provides hnmane 
assistan^yjn^general, , apd-, 
serves the Arab Community. 
in fo&’UsEL-'m particular. 

Dr., Esmat, has been the 
president of AWC since its 
establishment. She explained 
that the activities of the 
AWC are carried out through 
seven committees under die 
sponsorship of the wives of 
die Arab ambassadors to the 
U.K. The lady in blade takes 
pride in the role and achieve- 
ments of the AWC and in the 
fact that the council “has 
unified the ranks of Arab 
women — something we re- 
grettably lack in the Arab 
World,” she said. 

“Women do not sow the 
seeds of disunity when they 
have humanitarian work to 
do. The disunity in the Arab 
World during the Gulf War 
was in contrast to the work of 
wives of the Arab ambassa- 
dors in the AWC. At chanty 
bazaars the Iraqi exhibitions 
were next to the Kuwaiti and 


Egyptian ones. There was a 
sort of spiritual unity,” she 
noted with enthusiasm. “The 
human aspect is the main 
feature of the AWC. 
Whenever world disasters 
take place we do our duty. 
We also participate in most 
activities of the international 
relief aid organisations such 
as UNICEF (United Nations' 
Children's Fund). We pro- 
vide annual standing orders 
to 16 international voluntary 
organisation such as Oxfam 
and Save The Children Fund. 
We take part in cultural acti- 
vities involving the Arab 
commwpty. in . foe.UtK. 

Rpb^cd pf her husband. 
Dr. Esmat bad 'managed to 
build a new^ life for. herself 
and her two sons, Js am and 
Falah. Fate, however, had 
more in store. Death struck 
again and snatched away her 
two sons: Falah, who was a 
private pilot for His Majesty 
King Hussein was killed in his 
mid forties in 1983 in a car 
accident in Amman ; Isam . a 
multi-talented artist and sci- 
entist died about five years 
later from a heart attack. 

Dr. Esmat accepted this 
most cure/ of blows to a 
mother with the same belief 
that suffering can stimulate 
positive energies and new 
life. “The two deaths were 
strong blows to me, but I do 
not riied tears. I faced their 
deaths with utmost tranquilli- 
ty," she said. “When I was 
informed that Falah had a car 
accident , I immediately 
sensed that he was already 


dead. My concern was how to 
tell his brother who had heart 
disease. My reaction was 
natural and effortless. I felt 
God's compassion ." 

Her other solace was in her 
writing and charity work. She 
immortalised her son Isam in 
a book titled Isam Al Said: 
Artist And Scholar published 
less than a year after his 
death. And she is considering 
writing another book about 
him. 

Through her sons' deaths 
she found another positive 
light. Isam's funeral was 
attended by hundreds of peo- 
ple at the^reatr-.MQsque-‘ia‘~ 
London and became an occa- 
sion at which (he honour of' 
foe Said family was restored 
through various speeches — 
“in foe same mosque where 
his father and grandfather 
were denied a funeral in 
absentia," she said with some 
muted anger left over from 
years ago. 

After Falah *s death, a mos- 
que was built in his name at 
foe place in Amman where 
be died, “ whereas his father 
and grandfather do not even 
have graves, " she added. Dr. 
Esmat is now well over 70. 
She still presides over foe 
A WC and is starting her next 
book. She summed up foe 
tragedy of Nuri A I Said by 
quoting Sir An thony Nutting, 
a former minister of state at 
foe Foreign Office in the 
mid-1950s: "There is no jus- 
tice in politics and no human- 
ity at foe time of revolutions" 
— World News Links. 
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Nomads A Year In The Life Of A Qashqm’i 
Tribesman In Iran 

By Louis Beck 

I.B. Tauris, London 1992, £9.95 (paperback) 

This study of nomadic pastoral society in southwest Iran 
comes from an anthropologist's researches of two decades 
back. Lois Beck is a professor at Washington University in 
St. Louis, and author of The Qashqa’i Of Iran, about foe 
formation of this important tribal confederation and its 
relations with the Iranian state. 

The richness of this book’s observations will fascinate 
some readers, just as its length ( 489 pages) and sheer mass 
of detail will overwhelm and surely deter others. A 
generous selection of photos of everday life among foe 
Qashqa'i nomads complements foe text's descriptions of 
herding, preparing for migration and campsites. 

The subject and even foe title of Nomad will recall The 
Last Migration by Vincent Cronin (1957), a popular 
account of a year's migrations of a nomadic tribe of Fars 
province, in which also one bold man, Gbazan . stands out 
as leader of his people. Both accounts were drawn from 
real life observation, but are written very differently. 

Nomad's central character and hero is tribal headman, 
Borzu Qennezi, whose guile, determination physical 
strength and rare literacy enabled him to lead his tribesmen 
through difficult times. Though foe author dearly admires 
Borzu, she admits bis actions asnd attitudes were often 
more appropriate to foe past, when foe Qashqa'i enjdyed 
substantial autonomy, than foeir present drumstancei: In 
foe 1960s it was foe fate of the Qashqa’i to fall under the 
control of numerous rival government agencies. “ They 
perceived foe Iranian military as an oppressive, vindictive 
force and foe government bureaucracy as a virtually 
meaningless maze.” 

The pressure on foe tribes increased steadily through foe 
decade. The shah's government ordered foe Qashqa’i 
disarmed in 1966, in an effort to bring them under stricter 
control. The tribes had been in foe recent past an 
independent source of power and a threat to foe govern- 
ment. Morever, some among foe Qashqa’i tribesmen used 
to supplement their meagre income from herding animals 
by carrying out highway robberies. 

The pastures foe nomads depended upon became in- 
creasingly barren, because of drought and overuse. Under 
serious political as well as economic pressure. Borzu rightly 
feared foe disintegration of the sub-tribe, with families 
giving up foe age-old pattern of migration to new seasonal 
, pastures and, instead, settling in villages r in Jine_with the 
policy of the shah 25 government. In villages, the men could 
' worlras sharecroppers or plant foeir own crops , renting or 
even building foeir own houses. . 

Settling in villages was worse for women than men. 
Personal freedoms they had taken for granted disappeared, 
and they were quickly forced to adopt foe ways and 
restrictions of Shiite village women , along with Iranian 
dress. One economic benefit of families settling was Cheat 
carpet weaving by women could be taken up as a regular 
occupation. It provided what was for them a considerable 
potential source of cash. 

Qashqa'i always considered themselves as ‘Turks” (i.e. 
Turkish speakers) living among “ Tajiks ” (Persian speak- 
ers) in foe land of Iran, of which they bad only a very vague 
concept, according to Beck. They were in many respects 
aliens, feeling not only different but superior to the 
Persians, Lurs, Kurds and other communities whose 
territories they passed through. 

Of course, times were fast changing in Iran by 1970. 
Even if many of the Qashqa 'i young men still escaped doing 
military service in foe army, those tribal children who 
attended state schools received instruction in patriotism as 
well as other subjects like history. In this process they also 
got to recognise and accept national symbols like foe flag 
and foe shah’s portait — Middle East International. 

Anthony Hyman 


Fed up with French high 
life? Visit a factory 


UAE revives traditions 
with cash 9 cars incentives 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

PARIS — Fed up with 
French food? Bored with foe 
beaches? Weary of wine? 
Why not visit a French fac- 
tory this summer? 

A factory? 

Yes, industrial tourism is 
^he latest fad in a country 
which receives almost as 
many foreign visitors each 
year as ■ if has citizens — 
rou ghly 50 million. 

From nudear power sta- 
tions to car plan ts and pastes 
producers, wench industries 
are ppenizig their doors to a 
growing number of boli- 
dayrnakers. 

When cathedral-fatigue 
sets in, “more and more 
travellers want to visit some- 
thing different, ” says Gerard- 
Marie de Ficquelmontf bead 
of an association called 
France To Be Discovered. 

Industrial tourism is one 
Alternative to what the 
rrench decry as “ bronzer 
idiot", which translates 
roughly as “mindless sun-tan- 

Tfe’ fill in those awkward 
Sips between gourment 


meals, why not visit the 
assembly lines where Peugeot 
cars are made in Sochaux, 
Mulhonse of Poissy, or drop 
by at foe factory in Line 
where machines roll 4,000 
Gauloise cigarettes a minute? 

The state pow. company 
Electridte De France (EDF) , 
keen to show that its atomic 
power plants really are safe , 
will be delighted to let you 
tour a reactor. EDF has even 
produced a guide book to its 
factories. 

If you prefer your electric- 
ity generated by natural 
means, visit one of France's 
impressive hydro-electric 
dams in the him of the Massif 
Central. 

Some visits are aimed 
mainly at French-speaking 
tourists in organised groups, 
but many factories welcome 
foreign visitors. 

Industrial tourism began 
with wineries and farms. ■ 

Many of the country’s most 
famous wine-growing 
chateaux have Tong wel- . 
coined tourists who can visit 
the cellars and buy a few. 
bottles of foeir favourite vin- 
tage at wholesale prices. 

Likewise, cheese makers 


from Roquefort to Camem - 
bert have for decades been a 
magnet for informed 
travellers. 

In Alsace, Burgundy , Bor- 
deaux, Chaxnpagne , the 
Loire and the Rhone Valley, 
everyone from foe elite wine 
.grower to foe bumble coop- 
erative cellar is geared to 
receive viators. 

hi Cognac, in south-west- 
ern France, the Martell Com- 
pany now hosts 60,000 a year 
in its famed brandy cellars. 
Visits are free every day this 
summer except Sundays. 

Tourists get a guided tour 
of the distillation and ageing 
process, a taste of the pro- 
duct and a free sample to 
take home . 

The makers of Benedictine 
liqueur handle 120,000 via- 
tors a year. For 24 francs 
($4.80), they are shown a 
historical display going bade 
to the drink’s monastic roots, 
a view of the p/ants and 
spices used to make foe po- 
tent beverage, and a visit to 
.the distillery. 

The Paul Ricaid Company, 
makers of the Pernod and 
Ricard pastis drinks, offers 
visits to many of its sites , 


including its motor racing 
track near Marseille and its 
futuristic corporate head- 
quarters in foe Paris suburb 
of Creteil. 

Visitors to Alsace can sec 
where Kronenbouig beer is 
made. The factory has its 
own museum and audiovisual 
display. 

Ana while on foe subject 
of beverages, most of the 
famous French producers of 
bottled water offer tours of 
foeir springs and plants in the 
spa towns of central France. 

Vichy, Evian, Badoit, Vol- 
vic and countless others 
happily open theit factory 
gates to sightseers. 

Aside from foe food and 
drink business, France’s high- 
tech aerospace industry is 
also starting to accept visi- 
tors. - 

The state-owned Aerospa- 


tiale, overwhelmed by public 
demand, recently hired a sub- 
contractor to organise tours 
■ of its works in Toulouse, 
where groups of visitors are 
shown everything from the 
supersonic Concorde to the 
assembly halls for the latest 
A330 and A340 civilian air- 
liners. 


By Christine Hauser 
Reuter 

ABU DHABI — Under a 
scorching midday sun , foe 
’oasis village is deserted but 
foe inhabitants have left be- 
hind foeir goods and c battels. 

Carpets cover foe ochre- 
red sands, with bowls of dates 
placed around them. 
Ousters - of reed and burlap 
huts stand in one comer of 
the walled village, its entr- 
ance guarded by two mud 
towers and stone cannons. 

The outdoor market, pro- 
tected from foe sun by a 
canopy of palm leaves, houses 
shops displaying clay pots, 
baskets and bright hand- 
woven rugs. 

This was bow Abu Dhabi 
looked tike less than two 
decades ago. It is heritage 
village, a sandy plot where 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is preserving rem- 
I nants of bedouin culture tike 
gems in a museum. 

‘This is our traditional way 
of life on an exhibition 
basis , ” said an official of foe 
UAE Heritage Committee. 

The village will be the focus 
of a national heritage revival 


in August, with camel races , 
poetry recitals and handicraft 
displays. 

The festival is part of a 
campaign to balance the 
effects that oil wealth has 
wrought on traditions. 

Today avenues are domin- 
ated by luxury cars. Arab 
women browse in air-con- 
ditioned shopping malls. Sky- 
scrapers ana plush villas have 
replaced foe reed shelters of 
foe past, which were cooled 
by air currents from wind 
towers. 

This month foe UAE cele- . 
brates foe 26th anniversary of 
jRresident Sheikh Zaid ' Jbn 
Sultan Al Nahayan's acces- 
sion as leader of a group of 
tribes which he later forged 
into the UAE, the Arab 
World's only successful fed- 
eration. 

Thirty years ago . Abu 
Dhabi turned foe taps on its 
first oil well and began the 
crude exports that brought in 
billioos of dollars and trans- 
formed it into a modem 
capital city. 

The oil wealth — revenues 
have been running at $10 
billion a year for foe past 
three years — has built a 
gleaming skyline of glass and 


stainless steel where once 
there were sand dunes. 

The tremendous changes 
have destroyed a distinctive 
way of life based on fishing, 
trading and camel herding. 

“It is not enough to put a 
tent in big hotel lobbies and 
pictures of camels to say that 
we are promoting our ' herit- 
age." Majid Bu Shilaibi of 
Sharjah ’s Culture and In- 
formation Department told 
local journalists. 

5he/kh Zaid, in his attempt 
to revive local traditions, has 
used the same incentives 
which chipped away at foe 
traditions in foe first place. 

He has offered cash and 
cars to citizens who came 
forward with suitable pro- 
jects. This month a group of 
police officers each won 
300.000 dirhams ($81,000) 
and a Mercedes-Benz for a 
programme which teaches 
traditional games. 

Government officials have 
called for a Ministry of 
National Heritage and UAE 
universities have introduced 
courses in traditional local 
life. 

“It is your duty ... to know 
more about your country,’’ 
Sheikh Zaid said in a message 


ro students. “We are keen 
that you visit islands and re- 
mote areas to know how your 
country was in foe past.” 

He has also offered cash 
incentives to poets, fisher- 
men. pearl divers, and breed- 
ers and trainers of racing 
camels. He has organised 
concerts, folk dances and 
races for traditional 
wooden sailing boats. 

“ Reviving the heritage 
is a national duty and it 
should be given priority 
because it keeps society 
together," said Najib Al 
Shamsi, a researcher. 

In foe emirates of Dubai, 
Ras Al Khahnah and Unun Al- 
Qaiwain, local rulers are 
sponsoring archaeological 
digs to uncover the secrets of 
foe country's contribution as 
an ancient way-station to 
trading posts in Asia and foe 
Indian subcontinent. 

“Our slogan is: If they steal 
my money, they have taken 
nothing. If they steal my 
courage , they have taken a 
lot. But if they steal my 
heritage, they have taken ev- 


Agency. 
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StraBass Monday at 10:20 

JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday , Aug . 13 

8:30 The Simpsons 

Homer Simpson discovers 
that his daughter's love 
“Lisa" is more important 
than gambling. 

9:00 N.B.A. Basketball 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Keeping Secrets 

Starring: Susanne Somers 
and James Sotorus. 

Friday , Aug . 14 

830 Golden Girls 

Dorothy takes her mother 
to hospital to undergo an 
’operation but at the same 
time she fears on her 
mother's life. 

9:10 Root Into Europe 

Henry Root visits the 
police Headquarters in Paris 
and the European Commun- 
ity centre in Brussels. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Inspector Morse 

The Secret Of Bay 5B 

inspector | Morse and Ser- 
gent Lewis solve the mystery- 
murder of architect Michael 


Gifford. 

Saturday, Aug. 15 

830 Super Bloopers 

9:00 Encounter 

Rami Khouri interviews 
Dr. Allan Bromeiy, science 
and technology advisor to the 
president of United States. 

9:30 Varieties 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Feature Film 

Things Change 

Starring: Don Ameche and. 
Joe Montegna 

A strong friendship de- 
velops between a gangster 
and a simple shoe-shiner, 
who helps him escape a life 
sentence in jail. 

Sunday, Aug. 16 

8:30 Wings 

Joe goes to the bar, and 
leaves his girlfriend Helen ill 
in bed. 

9: 1 0 Documentary-Profits 
from Poison 

The documentary^ focuses 
on the serious side-effects of 
toxic agricultural fertilizers. 

10:00 News In English 


1030 Midnight Caller 

Continuation of last week * s 
episode. Jack tries to con- 
vince prison rioters to give up 
their hostages. 

Monday, Aug . 17 

8:30 Close To Home 

Council Of War 

Dr. James makes a dee I 
with members of the council. 

9:10 A Perfect Hero 

One of Hugh's best 
friends . Julian is killed in 
action. 

10:00 News In English 
10:20 Strauss Family 
“Revolution" 

Johann Strauss Jr. becom- 
es a famous composer in the 
Vienna music circles. 


Tuesday, Aug. 18. 

8:30 Acropolis Now 

Capuccino Catastrophy 

Rick goes on holiday and Jim 
takes over the running of the 
restaurant 

9:00 Mr. Bean 

The Curse Of Mr. Bean 


More hilarious situations 
from the talented Rowan 
Atkinson. 

9:10 Texc 

A Question Of Chemistry 

A German weapons fac- 
tory develops a new anti- 
radar rocket. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Oscar Film 

Wednesday, Aug. 19 

830 Saved By The Bell 

Slater takes part in a wrest- 
ling match with one of the 
students. 

9:00 Wednesday Forum 

9:30 Mao Of The People 

Constance spends a night 
in jail after stealing important 
documents. 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Mini-Series 

Stay The Night 

Starring: Barbara Hershey 
and Jane Alexander. 

A Jove story about a mar- 
ried woman who drives a 
teenage boy to murder her 
husband. 


Thousands look to cow 
for a miracle cure 


By Anis Ahmad 

Reuter 

KEYARJANI, Bangladesh 
— Every day, thousands of 
people from all over Bang- 
ladesh descend on this once 
sleepy village looking for a 
miracle. 

Their hopes are pinned on 
milk tom an 18-month-old 
cow. 

“ You have come ' from 
heaven to help us. Bless me 
maa (mother ), " 70-year-old 
Sumj Khan told the gar- 
landed beast in its tin-roofed 
byre. 

Khan said he bad been 
suffering tom stomach pain 
for 18 years and believed the 
milk would cure him. 

“Milk will be served soon 
and I shall be cured in one or 
two days/’ he said con- 
fidently. 

“ God has bestowed a duty 
upon me to take care of the 
Kam Dhenu (blessed cow) 
and serve its milk to every 
sufferer owner Kansu Lai 
Mondol said in an interview 
in Keyariani, about 70 miles 
(110 hn) north of Dhaka. 

As he spoke , his wife and 


relatives distributed about a 
teaspoonful of a mixture of 
milk and water to each of the 
hundreds of waiting men and 
women. 

“We have been doing it for 
three months and the number 
of recipients is target every 
day , ” Mr. Mondol said. “We 
have to mix water so that no 
one (misses out). ” 

• The cow produces about a 
litre (two pints) of milk a day. 
Whether or not it actually 
cures anything ; it has certain- 
ly brought fame and a mea- 
sure of wealth to .Mondol and 
his family. 

It has also created a boom 
for the town's snack vendors , 
tea stalls and restaurants. 
Even the local layabouts are 
making money — charging 
people a small sum for using 
the bamboo bridge across a 
canal to Mr. Mondol’s home. 

Mr. Mondol, a Hindu in 
overwhelmingly Muslim 
Bangladesh, first noticed 
something unusual when the. 
cow started producing milk 
far earlier than cows normal- 
ly do. He called in the veter- 
marian. 


IB 


“He thought it was a dis- 
ease and treatment continued 
for weeks but to no (avail). 
Only then I realised it could 
be a Kam Dhenn and started 
milking it, ’’ Mr. Mondol said. 
“Then we decided the milk 


should be distributed to cure 
people who have suffered so 
long... as other Kam Dhenus 
described in Hindu mytholo- 
gy bad done before. * 

Cows are sacred in Hindu- 
ism. In neighbouring India 
they are allowed to wander 
the streets unhindered even 
in crowded dries. 

Most of the people visiting 
the cow are Muslim but Mr. 
Mondol says this doesn’t 
bother him: “Religion is no 
bar at all." 

He does not charge people 
for the mUk but says be 
accepts whatever they offer 
as “a token of love". Neigh- 
bours say he now earns more 
in a day tban.be did in a 
month as a humble farmer. 

As more and more people 
seek the cow's help, more 
and more stories of success 
and failure circulate. 

“My chest and back pain 


was cored in just 24 horns, ” 
said Abdul Jail , a business- 
man from the remote north- 
ern Bangladesh town of 
Rangpur. . 

Mujibur Rahman said bis 
seven-year-old nephew bad 
bad what he called a genetic 
problem since birth buz “maa 
has cured him in two days. ” 

Abdul Latif said he had 
brought his wife from the 
eastern district of Sylhet hop- 
ing to cure a long-standing 
condition. 

“But we have been dis- 
appointed," he said, waiting 
in the queue for a second 
time “just to give it another 

ay.” . . 

A veterinarian in the near- 
by town of Mamkganj said 
cows did not normally pro- 
duce milk until they were 
three and a half. 

He said he believed the 
explanation for the behaviour 
or Mr. Moodol’s cow was an 
excessive presence of certain 
hormones and ‘unusual’ 
growth of certain Hands. 

But he added: “We can't 

« u the exact cause until 
detailed research 


The miller 


By E. Ymghi 

Once, when imperialism was still the raffs and its oppres- 
sion felt around the world, in a certain' land, honey bees 
buzzed and orange blossoms hung in dusters in the thick 
o rchar ds of one man by the name of Abdul Haleem. He 
lived in relative peace and contentment on the same land 
that his forefathers had tilled with love and patience for 
eons gone by. He was sort of an aristocrat in bis “garden of 
Eden " and had many children who played for hours in the 
summer sun between their water pump and the dirt, taking 
turns rolling and fighting in the rich red earth and then 
showering in t he sprinkling system. Although Abdul 
Haleem was known to be kind and generous, be was also 
respected and feared by Jib neighbours and relatives and 
for miles around, his reputation had spread about his 
daring feats of bravery and the honesty of his spoken word. 
One afternoon, while he was sitting on the porch of his 
house drinking in the scent of his orchard under the shade 
of a huge mulberry tree, a distant relative of bis 
approached. 

“Unde," the young man said politely , “Eve got a very 
urgent request. I hope that you can help me.” He wrenched 
bis hands and fidgeted nervously. 

“Well, what is it man? Speak op! J have no time for 
■people who beat around the bush," the uncle said, bis hazel 
eyes at work scrutinising bis nephew. 

“Eve come to ask for your protection. In the village 
where I live, no one can come or go without the consent 
and approval of our rich landlord who governs us. I must 
leave that village! I am a poor miller who is trying to 
support my family and business is very poor in my village . I 
know you to be brave and just Please accompany me back 
to my home so that I may get my wife and children and 
move somewhere else." _ - 

Abdul Haleem could smell excitement in the air and he 
loved a challenge, besides, he never refused a request for 
help. “You have nothing to fear, ” be said happily: “I will 
go with you and see what I can do." 

And he did. In the black of night when the only fight was 
the pale yellow moon, be and the miller rode past 
watermelon patches, apple groves, fragrant citrus blossoms 
in thick wooded orchards and they listened to the laugh of 
the wild hyena, the howl of the mad dog , the hoot of the 
bam owl and the caw of the mocking bird. Although 
weapons were forbidden to the native inhabitants by die 
British imperialists, Abdul Haleem carried his hidden gun 
in an old leather pouch. Every once in a while, he patted it 
to be sure that it was still there. He knew that if he was 
caught with a weapon, be would immediately be impris- 
oned so he had to be cautious. After some time, he and his 
companion approached the obscure village which lay quiet 
and sleepy. “We must go at once and get the landlord’s 
permission for my leaving. Otherwise be will surely punish 
me and probably even beat me," said the nephew. 

“I told you not to be afraid," Abdul Haleem said' 
brusquely. He was usually exceptionally good in dealing 
with men and more often than not, knew how to handle 
them. He went up to the landlord's bouse, knocked on die . 
door and after be had a few words with him, returned in 
victory to his nephew. The smiling miller embraced his 
unde and placed hisJudasltiss on his cheek and said: “Oh, 
uncle, Em so glad that you were with me. Now let’s go and 
get my family!” 

“ Wait a minute. Where are you planning to take them?" 
the concerned uncle queried. 

He saw his nephew look at his feet dejectedly and then 
answer in a forlorn voice: “I really have no place to go. I 
am at your mercy!" 


Abdul Haleem never refused anyone hospitality so he 
Jd/yoo/ewelcome to live on my land as long as you 

T/ms a warm feeling to be of service to his poor relative 
But be didn’t have time to be emotional right now. He and 
his nephew proceeded to the small bow which was home 
forawife and a brood of children. Soon, they had the 
drowsy family and their meager posseftonsbundl^ up on 
an old creaky wagon and headed for Abdul Haleem s 
orchards. Pays later after saturating his nephew with the 
best food and comfort, the good unde gave him a small plot 
of land free where he could set up hss mill and grind wheat. 
The two men drew up a verba/ contract which went 
something like this, “I’ll let you live here as long as you like 
on the condition that I, my brothers and my sister and their 
children grind our grain in you mill without paying any 

money.” , . . _ r 

“Oh, no unde, I will grind all our relatives gram tree. It s 

the least J can do to repay you." 

But the unde refused, saying that the entire family was 
too large and that the miller would never make any profit, 
so it was agreed that only the uncle’s closest relatives could 
grind free. A but suitable house was then erected on 
the donated plot and soon the sound of heavy stones 
whetting together filled the orchard air. Everything went 
smoothly at first. But, Abdul Haleem’s brother was 
unhappy with the arrangement. On a cool morning as the' 
two sat outside on the porch, drank mint tea and smoked 
their handmade cigarettes, Abdul Haleem’s brother said to 
him: “I warned you before, you are making a serious 
mistake. There will come a time Mien our nephew will 
cause trouble. Just wait and see!” 

“Nonsense!" the elder brother retorted. “ Anyone can 
see that the miller is a poor man without a speck of malice 
in his heart." 

Summers came and went. The miller wasn’t poor 
anymore. Business was good and succeed had gone to his 
head. He forgot his uncles generosity and kindness- and 
started to complain to his wife. “I will never be rich if I 
keep grinding all uncle’s family’s grain free. " 

“Just refbse to do it then ” offered his wife. 

So the coward who had once taken advantage of his 
uncle then refused to grind anyone's grain free. Abdul 
Haleem was furious. When asked why, the nephew replied, 
“but unde, no one said they can’t mill their grain here, they 
just have to pay that’s all, just like everyone else . ” 

But he bad not reckoned dealing with his uncle’s anger 
and inspite of bos fear, be tried to gain support and advice 
from another leading family in the village. But to his 
chagrin he was told: “No, we won’t help you against our 
good friend. How can you act this way after all he’s done 
for you? He gave you land when you bad no place to go. 
Have you no shame?" 

However, rather than letting his uncle's family use bis 
mill free, be moved bis business to another town but still 
kefk some of his family on the gifted plot of land so that be 
cooki keep bis claim to the area. Then one day, the 
invaders came and nothing remained the same. Everyone 
lost their homes and land, including the innocent and the 
.greedy. Abdul Haleem’s seed became refugees bat later 
again prospered while his nephew became poor once again 
and never succeeded. On a quiet day. if you lookjrast the 
sprawling settlements of a people who confiscated a land 
not theirs and who don’t love it as its former owners once 
did and, if you listen carefully, you can still hear the old 
mill finding, children laughing while they splash in the 
orchard fountains and smell Abdul Haleem f s homemade 
cigarettes as he sits on his porch beneath his beloved 
mulberry tree in the land of milk and honey. 
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Modern man follows 
traditional path 

to altar in Singapore 


By 


Valerie Lee 

Reuter 


SINGAPORE — Ajith 
Damodaran spends his spare 
time advising Singaporeans 
on martial problems using 
up-to-date counselling tech- 
niques. He advocates open, 
frank discussion among cou- 
ples. 

But when it came to bis 
own search fora life partner, 
this young Singapore doctor 
'took the path trodden by 
other ethnic Indians centuries 
before — garlanding, Hin du, 
style, a gzri pre-selected by 
relatives and family as his 
wife.' 

“ I initiated the whole thing 
because one Monday morn- 
ing, my partner said to me, 
‘bey, if you're not doing any- 
thing today, why don’t you 
come to my engagement?" 

“I was shocked . My part- 
ner said he met the girl Satur- 
day and decided to get mar- 
ried Sunday. I thought if 
Suresh can do it, I can. So I 
rang up one of my aunts and 
said, ’start looking fora wife 
for me,"’ Dr. Damodaran 
said. 

In ultra-modern Singa- 
pore, young Indians may dis- 
cuss sex among friends and 
take their Chinese girlfriends 
out on dates. Bat most finally 
marry women selected by 
their partners. 

Some men still meet their 
wives only weeks before the 
wedding night. 


Pre-marital love and mar- 
riage outride castes are for- 
bidden in the orthodox Hin- 
du soc&ty. 

Under a time-honoured In- 
dian marriage system fol- 
lowed by the local Indian 
community, parents must 
compare horoscopes of boys 
and girls to see if they are 
compatible. 

If horosoepes match, 
priests advise parties on the 
time and date of the marriage 
after consulting stars. Most 
important of all, both part- 
ners must belong to the same 
caste and wives must be vir- 
gins. 

Intellectual compatibilty 
between couples is not essen- 
tial but a fair complexion for 
A woman is a prized asset 

In a new twist to the list of 
pre-requisites, according to a 
focal publication. The Singa- 
pore Hindu, some Inman 
men not only check on chasti- 
ty but also on the amount of % 
money in their prospective 
wives' Central Provident 
Fond (CPF)i a compulsory 
government pension fund. 

The term Tove-marrage’ 
continues to have a pejora- 
tive connotation in the com- 
munity. 

■ “Love-marriages always 
have a hint of scandal about 
them. Many parents see them 
as risky ventures undertaken 
irrationally and in the beat of 
passion,” said Cberiah 
George, a Cambridge-edu- 
cated ethnic Indian jour- 
nalist. 


The couple must follow a 
strict pre-marital conduct 
code after they have accepted 
the parents' choice. Dating is 
not allowed. The rare meet- 
ings of couples take place 
under the watchful eye of 
family members. 

“From what I know, a cou- 
ple does not got out before 
they are wedded. If you want 
to try and date you have to do 
it discreetly and avoid the 

‘sari’ circuit, the steel pot and 

pan shops and the market in 
Serangoon Road (Singa- 
pore’s Little India),” Dr. 
Damodaran said. 

Last year , nearly 2,000 
Singaporean couples were 
married under the arranged 
marriage system , the Straits 
Times said. 

However, the centuries-old 
institution is b eginnin g fa 
*ay at the edgZHn fost- 
changmg Singapore. 

In March this year, 21- 

■JSf 2? Geet ha Mundri star- 
«cd her community by having 
her a rranged marriage suc- 
cessfully annulled by a court 

Ms. Mundri asked for an 
anmrhnent on grounds that 
she did not give her consent 
to the marriage and that she 
was under duress while she 
was still a minor 

“I expect she won’t be a 
candidate for an arranged 
SheliU 

probably many out of the 

no middle 
ground for Indian women in 
Singapore,” said Devi Guru- 
samy, a businesswoman 


whose husband is Caucasian. 

“Arranged marriages are a , 
raw deal for Indian women ; " ' : * 
said M. Nirmala , a journalist. 

“The men can have affairs 
and postpone marriage till 
they are 40, paunchy and 
balding but they will still get 
nice, fair virgins as wives." 

But many Ind ians do not , 
see the practice as an oddity j 
ip a society where the major- j 
ity Chinese community date ; 
and many with no parental 1 
veto. i 

j 

“I don’t see a conflict j 
said Indian lawyer Manim- \ 
egafi VeOasamy. “Essentially 
the parents create an oppor- 
tunity for couples to meet. 
Ultimately it is up to the boy . 
or the girl to make the ■ ; 
choice,” she said. I 

Change will be slow to [ 
Dome . j 

The practice is being up 
he/d as Singapore’s minority 
Indian c ommuni ty — thej 
constitute 7.7 per cent o, 
Singapore’s 2.7 million 
population — may be mon 
“Indian than the Indians it 
India,” at least where 
arrange marriages are con- 
ccmed, George said. 

“The thing about Intfiam 
being in Singapore is that wt 
ape a minority and feel under 
22?' Tt is because of thai 
tooting that many older Indi- 
tefl so strongly about 
marriages. They 
that if they don’t, then 
will be diluted,” be 
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Pioneer black filmmaker’s lost epic rediscovered after 73 years 


By jFJV. jyAJessto 

* The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — - Seventy-two 
years after censms banned 
pioneer filmmaker Oscar 
Michcaux's Within Our 
Gates , the sometimes vio- 
lent, sometimes cansdcjook. 
at blade life bas btsca -shown ■- 
without cats in the dty where 
it was made. 

Micheanx, a native of rural 
southern Illinois, moved to 
New York, after his run-in 
with the Chicago Board of 
Censors in 1920. 

The movie he wrote, pro- 


duced and directed was 
filmed in Chicago in 1919, the 
year of the city's race riots. 
The aB-wbite censor board 
banned thel920 premiere of 
tilS Made filmmaknr ^s seco n d 
movie because^ ji eonskkarcd 

k certain •scenes too inflamma - 

■'I: . 'Two scencsocmsklered in- 
■Bammatoiy depicted a tyn- 


fy and a black Baptist pastor 
as.a secret foe of racial prog- 


ress. 


“Micheanx went before the 
board with Ida B. Welh and 
other leaders of the blade 


community and finally got 
permission to show the mm, 
but only with 1^00 feet (400 
metres) cut out of it,” said 
Floyd. Webb, programme 
director and founder of the 
BlackEght Film Festival. 

■ ‘The preachers were on his 
case just as much as the white 
power stiv et pr e," Webb said. 

The festival Friday night 
presented an uncut version of 
Within Our Gates that was 
discovered in 1990 in Spain. 

The subject matter of 
Within Our Gates was sur- 
prising for a movie made in 
1919. It deals with literacy 
crusades, urban crime, alco- 


holism, rape and miscegena - 
tkm. 

In its shortened form, the 
movie played for mouths in 
Chicago, making enough 
money for A&cbcaux to con- 
tinue his cinematic career. 
But he was barred from 
showing it in other parts of 
the nation and the film dis- 


It was the first ccntcmatic 
setback for the former rail- 
road porter and farmer, 
whose first movie. The 
Homesteader, was bankrol- 
led by white South Dakota 
farmers. 


Webb sees Within Our 
Gates as Michcaux’s answer 
to D.W. Griffith's 1915 Birth 
Of A Nation, which glorified 
the white supremacist Ku 
Khn KJan. The Klan makes 

no appearance in Mjcbeaux’s 
film, but it features a lynch 
mob of vicious, Mississippi 
townspeople. Members of 
the southern aristocracy are 
depicted as money-grubbing 
drunkards not above raping a 
young black woman. 

Most of Micheaux’s later 
movies were shot in his apart- 
ment in Montclair, NJ., or in 
a small studio in nearby Fort 
Lee. He normally rued a 


rented camera and produced 
his movies on budgets of 
$10,000 to $ 15,000 . Budgets 
of up to $1 mWion were the 
rule then in Hollywood. 

Of 46 features Micheanx 
made between 1919 and 
1948, fewer than a dozen are 
known to exist. Most are 
cither what Webb calls “sbuf- 
Be-afong" musicals or melod- 
ramas such as the 1X4 Body 
And Soul, which introduced 
Paul Robeson to movies. He 
played a hypocritical 
preacher. 

“ Something happened to 
him after Within Our Gates. ” 


Webb said. “The Homes- 
teader was a socially con- 
scious movie, and so was this 
one, but his later works just 
aren't the same. 

1 Maybe he realised that 
the American people just we- 
ren't ready for propaganda — 
propaganda in the good 
sense, before the Nazis and 
Communists gave the word a 
bad meaning," be said 
Micheanx died in 1951. By 
then , a new generation of 
black Shumakers had redisc- 
overed his work, but only the 
later, studio-bound movies 
made in New Jersey. 

In 1990, American film 


scholar Thomas Cripps was 
called to the Spanish ftlm 
archive in Madrid to identify 
a mysterious silent movie 
found in its collection . Cripps 
identified it as the lost, uncut 
Within Our Gates and it was 
screened last year during a 
conference in California. 

But last Friday was the first 
screening in Chicago. Be- 
cause Spanish titles had been 
inserted in the Madrid print, 
an interpreter read the dia- 
logue to the crowd at the An 
Institute of Chicago. A jazz 
octet provided accompani- 
ment. 




Flailing in the intellectual wake of a changing art form 
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By Frederik Hanssen 

It was basically aB a mis- 
understanding . — a b rainchil d 
of scientists from Florence 
fascinated by ancient times, 
who decided somewhere 
around the year 1600 to pre- 
sent toe Greek tragedies they 
held in suds high esteem in a 
kind of sprecbgesang — 
under the mistak en assump- 
tion that the ancient Greeks 
had done the same thing. 

What was thus created in 
an attempt to re-establish au- 
thenticity of presentation 
soon established itself in its 
own right and became what 
we associate today with the 
term “opera”. The number 
of opera stages increased 
rapidly daring the 17th cen- 
tury , as the “ common peo- 
ple ” also gained entry. 

During the 18th and 19th 
centuries, opera even became 
the prevailing artistic genre, 
ahead of theatre and in- 
strumental music. As the 
most lavish and representa- 
tive of all forms of presenta- 
tion, opera satisfied the need 
for a demonstration of pow- 
er, festive-ceremonious 
. atmosphere , enthrallingly 
beahtfibi melodies and r hel- 
■ caotoc vocal acrobaticsi-~ y :i; 

Opera, however, also play- 
ed a part in day-to-day poli- 
tics. One need only recall 
Verdi’s significance in the 
struggle for Italian unifica- 
tion daring the second half of 
the 19th century or Auher's 
Stumme von Portici, which 


triggered the Belgian revolu- 
tion of independence in 1830. 
And today? Does opera 
stand a chance at all against 
the all-power and turn-on-at- 
any-time mass media, follow- 
ing the invention of the re- 
cord and cinema film? 

Back in the .days of 
Richard Wagner, concepts of 
music aesthetics led to verit- 
able religious wars among 
music-lovers. How great is 
the influence of contempor- 
ary music today on the de- 
velopment of the awareness 
of people interested in cul- 
ture? Only a fraction of the 
already small number of 
friends of classical music 
“willingly" go along to see 
modem operas. And yet, 
considerable cultural policy 
subsidies are channelled into 
commissioned compositions 
and productions each year. Is 
taxpayer's money being in- 
vested in something which 
hardly interests the large 
majority of the population? 

Ninety five per cent of 
theatre-goers today associate 
the term “opera” with histor- 
ical opera. In their eyes, the 
festive opera evening should 
be a- retrospective: they want, 
to. witness the fans' of indi-. 

■ ridusbramt hear ybe music of' 
centimes gone by. Today, the 
characters on stage are hardly 
regarded as minors of their 
own social situation , as was 
intended in Mozart’s Figaro. 
Allusions to everday life or 
politics are neither desired 
nor expected. These tasks are 


fulfilled by the audiovisual 
media at eve#' desired time 
of day and night. 

Anyone who wants to re- 
view the (embellished) his- 
tory of mankind in a manner 
palatable to the ear chooses 
the opera as a suitable 
medium so as to doze 
through the centuries on die 
wings of song and in the 
darkness of the auditorium. 
Contemporary composers 
have increasingly noticed this 
desire for politically neutral 
enjoyment of art with a re- 
trospective perception. The 
development of the language 
of music since Schonberg 
overcame the tonal system 
has presented an additional 
obstacle to any attempt to 
reunite the reality around us 
with literary fiction in music 
theatre. 

The introduction of a fun- 
damentally new system of ex- 
pression with independent 
musical grammer and seman- 
tics have snatched the listen- 
ers of so-called modem music 
away from any traditional 
listening habits. Listeners, 
therefore, not only have to 
overcome the rift between art 
and reality, but also the un- 
^accostomed . musical struc- 
' ture£ Which thby-are unable 
to simply ^listen along” with 
their untrained ears . A visit 
to a contemporary opera per- 
formance, therefore, becom- 
es a twofold challenge. 

Composers who want to 
reach a wider audience have 
to lower their sights. Many- 


seek refuge in so-called liter- 
ary opera. Setting literature 
which generally ranks as 
praiseworthy to music seems 
to them to be a means of 
structuring their music- 
theatre opuses in a more in- 
viting way for their listeners , 
without having to refrain 
from the transposition of 
their own music theory con- 
victions. 

All of the premiers at this 
year's Biennial Festival in 
Munich fell back on literary 
themes: Alexandre Dumas , 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez and 
Pier Pablo Pasolini were the 
forces behind libretti, and 
Rupert Bawden even turned 
to the Gothic “Roman de 
Fauvcl” from the early 14th 
century. 

Moving away from the tex- 
tual level, however , and to- 
wards music, we soon make a 
departure from common 
ground: the ideas of the com- 
posers range from Gerhard 
Stabler’s extremely strenuous 
emotional deserts of sound to 
the experimental efforts with 
modem computer technology 
by Giorgio Battistelli, from 
the multi-facetted composi- 
tions of % Param Vier from 
India to ' Oliver' Knussens’ 
' m bre pronoun ced orientation 
to film' music. As in modem 
art, there is a spreading phe- 
nomenon in music which 
rigorously rejects any forma- 
tion of artistic currents and 
aesthetic schools. Every con- 
temporary composer tries to 
create his own tone of lan- 


guage system (and thus one 
which he alone can fully com- 
prehend) in order to present 
a contrast to his colleagues. 

An approach such as that 
of the young Mozart ; who 
assimilated toe music of toe 
Mannheim School first and 
then developed bis own style 
on this basis , is inconceivable 
today. Every student of com- 
position wants to develop 
himself in complete inde- 
pendence, creating his own 
style and bis own musical 
world. There is no coercion 
comparable to that which is 
existed for composers in toe 
“post-Wagnerian era " to 
having to make a choice for 
or against the demigod of 
Bayreuth. 

It is all toe more difficult 
for toe audience to compre- 
hend the ideas underlying 
their compositions. As in toe 
world of sicence and technol- 
ogy, only the highly qualified 
spec/a//sf can grasp the 
mechanisms of a computer 
or, in this case, music system. 
All toe unitiated can do is 
foBow toe phenomena pre- 
sented in amazement and 
merely grasp them emo- 
tionally. They are helpless for 
the simple reason that they 
are unable to master an alien 
language of music. 

Anyone who sees an opera 
premiere in a concert hall 
finds himself in toe same 
siniation as a student of Rus- 
sian who is presented with 
the Cyrillic script for the first 
time. Although he can in- 




. 



On a modern stage where con- 
ventional elements predominate: 


Mozart's Don Giovanni, a 
version by the Hamburg Svzte 
Opera 


tuitively relate to the form 
and arrangement of toe char- 
acters or even dervie aesthe- 
tic pleasure from toe observa- 
tion of the text — he can only 
understand it if he learns toe 
language. 

This is the primary task of 
in the communication of 
modem music. It requires a 
translator, a teacher. Con- 
temporary music is a chal- 
lenge and, in a certain sense, 
also “ work ", which everyone 
involved has to carry out. 

In practice , this means that 
introductoiy talks , discus- 
sions with composers, and 


lectures with detailed musical 
examples with detailed ex- 
planation should accompany 
every performance of mod- 
em music. 

Contemporary music is toe 
expression of the world in 
which we live and which we 
often find extremely difficult 
to understand, since many 
aspects of life have become 
too comp/ex, too sophisti- 
cated_and too ambiguous. 

Modem music is never 
simply a system or structure. 
It is also a sonorous reflection 
of our awareness, an express- 
ion of toe mental state of an 


epoch. An everyday world of 
sound which is dominated by 
the noice of traffic and expo- 
sure to a constant stream of 
music may be appropriately 
transposed through musical 
dissonance and wandering 
shreds of melody. ; 

Perhaps we should simpfy 
pluck up the courage to beay 
toe sight of the disquieting 
face mirrored in this musical 
reflection of our state of 
mind, instead of immediately 
trying to cover it up v/ith 
1 entertainment industry’s col- 
ourful mask of illusion — 
Markische AUgemeine. 
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A lesson from Germany’s dark epoch 

Tbe‘Degenerate Art’ exhibition recalls an avant-garde 




v’V 


By Kerstin Katja Wienke 

BERLIN — “What was once 
art , is now ostracised, "stated 
Expressionist artist Karl 
Scbmitt-Rottluff as early as 
1933. And, indeed, the out- 
lawing and expulsion of the 
avant-garde in German art 
began almost immediately af- 
ter Hitler's assumption of 
power. The campaign cul- 
minated in toe “Entartelje 
Konst" (Degenerate Art) ex-> 
bibition in 1937 in Munich 
■ which was seen there and in 
another twelve cities in Ger- 
many and Austria (after the 
anschluss in 1938) by nearly 3 
million people. Stephanie Bar- 
ton, curator of the Los 
Angeles County Museum 
calk this unparalleled attack 
by a state on its own art an 
“encounter of the pinnacle of 
German culture with its dar- 
kest epoch. ” She considered 
toe exhibition of some 200 
works of art, numerous docu- 
ments and newsreels [ — 
which she reconstructed in its 
historical setting and [ impact 
— an ideal deterrent because 
of the politico-cultural lesson 
it imparts. 

“Degenerative Art — The 
Fate of Avant-Garde in Nazi 
G ermany " was on show in 
Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Washington and met with 
great interest and response in 
the media. The last tone Nazi 

art policy was comprehen- 
sively portrayed once more in 
exhi bitions and events in 
Germany was five years ago. 
Even so, it's a good thing that 
the Deutsche Histonsche 
Museum in Beilin has taken 
on toe American reco nstme - 
tion. The expelled pictures 
are reminiscent of expelled 
spirits . _ , 

In other words, it is a case ] 
of making apparent the cultu- 
ral losses than the loss of, 


major works by German 
museums — sad though that 
may be. In a 7-metre long 
model, which you can walk 
around, architect Frank O. 
Gehry offers visual evidence 
of toe way toe avant-grade 
was treated in 1937. with 
inscriptions such as “Barba- 
rised Portrayal” or “ Utter 
Insanity” toe Expressionists, 
toe Abstractionists and the 1 
Surrealists were ridiculed in 
this poisonous propaganda 
campaign. In order to “ex- 
pose" them, pictures ofmen- 
tally-Ql persons were hung 
next to them — because these 
were more readily compre- 
hensible. This aB took place 
on orders from toe highest 
level: ait had indeed become 
toe personal concern toe 
head of state at a time when 
Germany bad allowed itself 
to be nded by a failed artist 
' who only launched himself 
into politics after he had been 
rejected by the Viennese Art 
■Academy. It's impossible to 
imagine bow limited the dam- 
age might otherwise have 
been. 

In many of bis programma- 
tic speeches. Hitler 
announced that “ healthy 
popular opinion " alone 
would decide on toe merits 
and demerits of art. It was a 
popular demand. After aB, 
the majority of the middle 
and lower-middle classes had 
felt provoked by modem 
music and modem painting 
or experimental threate. In 
the newly completed Haus 
Der Konst (House OfArt)jn 
Munich; ', a politico-cultural 
contrast programme of Blut- 
Urid-Boden (Blood. And 
Soil) was solemnly exhibited: 
False family and rustic idylls, 
mass ive neo-German sculp- 
tures, paintings of soldiers 
and party colt for premilitary 
training purposes. 


The “Purge of toe Temple 
of Aft " commenced im- 
mediately in 1933. Many 
museum curators, who had 
committed tbemsleves to 
modem art in the Weimar 
Republic, were dismissed. 
They were accused of having 
squandered taxpayers' 
money on “ trash and smut," 
of having favoured interna- 
tional art trends instead of 
1 ’works imbued with the Ger- 
man spirit." Some 17,000 
modem works of art were 
confiscated in aB toe larger 
German museums. Photo 
and film material from con- 
temporary newsreels 
documented toe events ] — 
including toe famous auction 
in Lucerne where, in 1939, 
125 of toe most precious 
works of modem art were 
sold to other countries for a 
r. The Berlin exhibition 
wonderful early pic- 
tures by Max Beckmann, 
Marc Chagall, Emil Nolde, 
Otto Mueller, Ernst Ludwig 
Kirchner, Lyonel Feininger, 
Oskar Kokoschka, Erich 
Heckel, and sculptures by 
Rudolf BelBug, Ernst Barlach 
and Wilhelm Lebmbruch — 
all of which were scornfully 
labelled “ degenerate ” in 
1937 and which, in some 
cases, are owned by German 
museums. 

The Bauhaus was also 
dosed down in 1933. It had 
long been on the bit Est of 
various Nazi organisations. It 
was regarded as toe “red 
Bauhaus” where, from toe 
beginning an attempt had 
been made to combine art 
with social practice, to take 
art out of toe lumuy^phere 
of toe salons. Gropius, Kan- 
dinsky, Klee and other end-, 
nent teachers emigrated. 
Mies Van Der Rohe, toe last. 
Bauhaus director, went into 
exile in America in 1938. The 


sodal-critical painter George 
Grosz stated ironically: “1 
emigrated because of Hitler. 
You see, be is also a painter 
and Germany simply seemed 
too small for toe two of us. ” 
Politically committed artists 
and those who had lived only 
for^their art were now 
branded “degenerate” and 
removed from their teaching 
posts at toe academies: Otto 
uix , Max Becbmann, Karl 
Hofer, Kathe KoBwitz, Hein- 
rich Campedonck. Oskar 
Scblemmer was likewise 
affected: His frescoes in toe 
Wimar Bauhaus bad already 
been painted over in 1930. 

Up to 1936, Reich 
aganda minister Josef 
bets, did aB he could to retain 
famous artists for the Ger- 
man Reich or to persuade 
them to return from exile — 
such persons as composer 
Paul Hindemith, writers Tho- 
mas Afann and Stefan 
George, film director Fritz 
Lang. Art and culture were 
to be allowed to develop free- 
ly in the Nazi state, Goebbels 
promised. But even Emil No- 
fde — with toe enhanced 
status of ’“Nordic Expression- 
ist ” — who was a party mem- 
ber and completely incapable 
of understanding the repres- 
sion of his art, which be 
as in keeping with 
it was held to be German, 
was forbidden to paint. 

Several highly-placed Nazi 
functionaries, particularly 
Hermann Gdring found sup- 
posedly decadent modem art 
more mteresting than “prop- 
da art” They stocked up 
private collections with 
ou tstanding confisca te d 
works. 

The Italian Fascists were 
much more progressive in 
esthetic matters nod used toe 
dynaumc elements of Fatiiir- 



Modum art works — barmad in the Third Rerich 
— were displayed at the “Degenerative Art — 
The Fate of The Avant-Garde in Man Ger- 
many” exhibition held fn the Aftes Mnseaxn, 
Berlin. At the opening, Stephanie Barron , 
from th« Los Angelas Museum of Art — where 


she had organised the collection before it wemi 
on tour in the U.S. and t h ence to Berlin — • 
walked around the exhibition with Hans-DSot-' 
rich Genscher, the then foreign minteter 'o$ ■ 

Federal Republic of Germany . 


ism, toe elegant design of toe' 
Constructivist and their tech - 
meal orientation just as much 
for state representational 
purposes as they did Classic- 


ism native to Italy. Italian 
dictator Benito Mussolini was 
amused by toe cultural policy 
of his any, calling it “Nazi 
absurdity, art by command. ” 


In Germany, however, the 
totalitarian streamlining of 
culture and science was un- 
stoppable. Thus toe Amer- 
ican exhibition in Berlin also 


recalls the displacement and j 
long-term losses of spiritual 
substance as a result of ico- < 
noclasm, censorship and rep-‘ 
ression — IN-Press. 
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Within years, millions could be 
discarding eyeglasses, contact lenses 


By Ben Dobbin 

The Associated Press 

BERGENFIELD, New 
Jersey (AP) — When his 
phone rings in the dead of 
night, SWAT detective Ed- 
ward Sorace no longer has to 
fumble with his contact 
lenses. Nor does be worry 
that one of them might get 
knocked out in a scuffle. 

In the spring , he bad a 
piece of tissue thinner than 
naif a hair’s breadth trimmed 
horn his cornea by a compu- 
ter-guided laser beam. The 
surgery lasted 45 seconds. 
Previously, he was able to see 
at 20 feet (6 metres) what a 
person with good virion can 
see at 600 feet (183 metres): 
Now his sight is practically 
perfect. 

Down a bit from Bergen- 
field’s beauty saJon and" 
Woolworth’s on the comer is 
the one-story clinic on main 
street where more than 200 
people have come since May 
1991 to repair their nearsight- 
edness. 

“After 31 years > I have a 
new pair of eyes , ” said Don 
Slepran, 39. whose right is 
now better than 20/20 with- 
out glasses. “ It's really a 
liberating feeling, just to 
wake up and no longer be 
living in a fog. ” 

The experimental proce- 
dure, called Excimer Laser 
Surgery or Photo-Refractive 
Keratectomy, was first tried 
in 1987 and has been per- 
formed at 20 clinics across the 
country on more than 2,000 
volunteers. 

At least 85 per cent have 
bad ; their eyesight improved 
dramatically enough to drive 
a car legally in most states 
without any corrective lenses. 

That success rate — 20/40 
vision or better — has crept 
up to around 94 per cent 
among patients treated in the 
last two years , say the two 


companies developing rival 
laser systems — Visx Inc. of 
" Sunnyvale, California , and 
Summit Technology lac. of 
Waltham r Mass. 

Many clinics say ail their 
patients come our with better 
than 20/100. 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration is requiring 
two years of follow-up tests 
on 1,400 patients to ensure 
the technique’s safety and 
effectiveness. Federal 
approval to sell the laser sys- 
tems could come by 1995. 

In a few years, America's 
60 million to 70 milli on near- 
sighted people could have the 
option of discarding their 
glasses or contacts ; or donat- 
ing them to museums. 
Already in Canada, Aria and 
Western Europe, where reg- 
ulatory barriers are less strict 
or nonexistent , 15,000 to 
20,000 people have under- 
gone Excimer surgery- 

“It could become the most 
commonly performed surgery 
in medicine, ” surpassing 1.2 
million operations a year for 
cataract surgery, said Joseph 
Dello Russo, an ophthalmo- 
logist at the New Jersey Eye 
Centre in Bergenfield. 

Dello Russo charges 
$3,000, with surgery per- 
formed six months apart on 
each eye. Only one in 20 
patients has gotten insurance 
reimbursement — the 
surgery is usually classified as 
nonessential or cosmetic. 

He said most volunteers 
either hate weaming glasses, 
are “ contact lenses failures,” 
or are pilots, firefighters, scu- 
ba divers and other profes- 
sionals not permitted to wear 
glasses. 

Sorace, 41, an “entry 
team ” SWAT officer for 
Bergen County Police, said,” 
the majority of the calls are in 
the middle of the night and I 
no longer waste time putting 
my lenses in.” 


What’s more ♦ he said, “I 


to quell an armea man tvz 
years ago. With natural vi- 
rion of 20/25 “I feel mor safe 
on the job.” 

Slepian , a keyboardist who 
performs a “musical styles 
through history" solo for 
schools, said be feels younger 
and more approachable with- 
out the thick glasses he's 
worn since 1961: “Eyes are a 
very important link with the 
kids. ” 

Apart from being unable to 
see her bedside alarm dock 
without squinting, Susan 
Marcbione, 34, said, “it 
sounds corny, but I almost 
feel healthier not to have 
contacts in my eyes. ” 

Proponents acknowledge 
that the long-term effects are 
unknown, but the first person 
to undergo the procedure 
“ has remained stable — no 
change. ” said Columbia Uni- 
versity eye surgeon Stephen 
L. Trokel. 

In 1983, Dr. Trokel be- 
came the first scientist to 
suggest that Excimer Lasers, 
used for precision cutting of 
computer chips, could be 
adapted to correct myopia — 
the inability to see distant 
objects clearly. Doctors are 
still experimenting on cor- 
recting farsightedness and 
astigmatism. 

The laser removes layers of 
tissue one-millionth of an 
inch thick with a dose of 
“cold” ultraviolent energy 
that leaves surrounding tissue 
undamaged. 

It is widely considered to 
be an improvement on radial 
keratotomy , in which 
surgeons use a diamond-tip- 
ped scalpel to cut and Batten 
the outer surface of the cor- 
nea, the transparent tissue at 
the front of the eyeball. 

That Soviet-imported tech- 
nique has been tried on as 


many as 1 million Americans. 
Critics say it may weaken tfae 
eye wall and note that near- 
sightedness begins to return 
in about 25 per cent of pa- 
tients after five years. 

In Excimer surgery, mi- 
nute calibrations are worked 
out by computer to deter- 
mine how many layers of 
tissue should be shaved off — 
too much has left some pa- 
tients farsighted. Others can- 
not be corrected enough — 
the procedure works better 
on those who are slightly or 
moderately nearsighted. 

At night, some still experi- 
ence a glare — bunches of 
long points of light coming 
from a point ofhght, or halo 
— a ring around a point of 
light. 

Of fears that someone 
could be blinded. Summit 
Technology’s president, 
David Muffer, said, “if ’soev- 
er happened yet ... It would 
almost require malicious in- 
tent to make someone 
blind.” 

The surgery leaves the cor- 
nea slightly Batter — allow- 
ing light to focus on the 
image-sensing retina — and 
lasts less than a minute. The 
patient, lightly sedated and 
riven drops to numb the eye, 
lies under the arm of the laser 
machine, the eye kept open 
with clamps. 

The epithelium, a protec- 
tive layer about five cells 
thick, is removed with a Bat 
blade shaped like a tiny hock- 
ey stick. The laser then re- 
moves 20 to 40 microns of 
tissue from the cornea, which 
is about 550 microns, or one- 
quarter inch, thick. 

* The epithelium grows back 
after surgery , causing 24 
hours of pain that patients 
describe anywhere from 
“worse than childbirth” to “ a 
real gritty feeling.” The dis - 


be no longer waste time putting That Sonet-imported tech- comfort usually tapers off af- 
wo my lenses in.” tuque. has been tried on as . ter three or four days..^^ 
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ONE WAT OR ANOTHER 
By -Arthur S. Verdeaca 
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ACROSS 

I Haydn or 
Homtngwsy 

3 Depended 

B Utah senator 
Gam 

13 Bom's stream 

16 Enthusiasm 

17 Anthony and 
Barbara 

19 Mentally 
resourceful 

31 —Draw 

23 Museum 
temptation? 

24 Pdjjo drama? 

26 Errant ones 
27-Aramis' confrere 
29 Raised platforms 
30-Gomsra necessity 
31 Quitting 

principle 

□OWN 

1 Fasteners 

2 "Thanhs — t" 
a Carton 

predecessor 

4 H to ton an 

5 Pins tar 
hydrocarbon 

a Smses 
7 — ex machine 
B SASE. «-g. 

9 Son of Noan 
10 '-And to afl — 
rtgftir 

II Rock group 

12 Ovnrhead trains 

13 Start ots 
Shaksapearosn 
tttis 

14 Wings 

15 Sunbeams 
IB Sman pieces 

20 Writer Watty 


32 NewRochela 
eolege 

33 Request 

36 Negative 
contraction 

37 Walpoto's "The 
CastlaoJ — 

40 Insects 

41 Talks ■iiyttauiuafiy 
to music? 

43 Lawyers' gp. 

45 F# of anger 

48 Skeletal pan 

47 Robust ensigy 

48 Bassbal stats 

49 ‘‘leave — u 
Heaven" 

50 Be a good agent? 

54 Confused 
snuggle 

55 PresatiMs 


21 Of bees 
23 Fabric caterer 
25 — arms 

28 Dwrihg 

31 King of Franca 

32 Articles 

33 Rum 

34 Mne: prof. 

35 Rifles 
Bdtmnts? 

38 Actor Tom 

37 Final notices 

38 Put oft pisymg 
tenets? 

39 Theater swards 

41 TVs Artedgs 

42 A Peren 
44 Deem- 

(Crtag) 

48 Locomotive 


57 Author canord 

58 Nook 

58 High neat 

60 Lost 

61 Camay 's victim 

62 Me 

64 Staggering 
85 Tfeeto-Bunnon 
group 

67 Some exams 

68 Trips on the 
movie set? 

70 Sea eagle 

72 Papal name 

73 I mp orte r! 
period 

74 Author Anita 

75 Loan' land 
78 Nav. off. 

77 Hit even harder? 
82 Horn signal 


48 Brief summary 

50 Spina a Hooting 
, *°0 

51 Inn 

52 Ford descendant 

53 Scautdreb 

54 Blend gradually 
56 Marina me nu no te 
58 Rates 

60 Early Christian 
heretic 

61 Cat cal 
82 Easy gait 

63 Seating gasket 
B4 Sage front 
65 Got up 
86 Bay window 
68 Calyx port 
89 Pta — (teat resort) 
71 Back of the neck 
75 Type of baflot 
77 Men from Waco 


IB x IB, By Harold B. Conte 


ACROSS 

1 Blunder 
5 Act the usher 
9 Japanese people 

11 Gar. cUy 

12 Turk, chieftains 
16 Movie electrician 
IB NR member 

21 NRA word 

22 ForeefuSy 

23 Hare and 
WtoftW 

25 Powder base 

26 Nee 


DOWN 

1 Tire 

2 Fibber 

3 no! quashed 

4 Plains (ton cover 

5 Hunting trip 
BMtaehtavous 
7 Author IMne 

6 — Avtv 

10 Vends 

11 WS 

12 abed 

t3 Derisive remarks 


27 Castle entrance 

28 Max. tonflta 
sandwich 

30 HaBuckiogen 

31 Chassis 

32 Locations 

33 Hi-fi 

3S Fluttered 
38 imprison 

38 Gentle 

39 Loiter 
-40 From — Z 

41 Scottish negative 


14 Priestly wear 

15 Narrow cuts 

17 Acquired; abbr. 

IBM- 

19 Made s speech 

20 Aw 
24 Odd 

27 Dons® 

28 KSer whale 
32 Russian teapot 

34 Breadwfwiera 

35 Draft enknai 


42 Popular pants 
45 Sated green 
47 Wiped out 

49 Boxers Max and 
Buddy 

50 More courageous 

52 Gemstones 

53 Do the lawn 
Sfl Vjral 

wSradwCtair 
50 SL — 'a Are 
60 Throe wise men 


37 inspects 

38 Story 

43 Austrian river 

44 Cut 

48 ML — , tar. 

48 Make over 
48 Star In Cygnua 
48 Tropical (fees 

51 ftomuiusand — 

52 Peons 

53 Briddayers 

54 Gothic vault rte 


83 Certain Swiss 

89 Expressed 

86 Goes with 91A 
88 Skate lump 
89Boo«oo 

90 Gemstone 

91 Strong vessel 

94 Became tardy 
96 Daring 

95 Lica a manic 
tnototslsr? 

101 GoDbto-gabbfe? 

103 Meat 

104 Bfa»re 

105 Bonnets 
108 Banter take 

107 Charge d 
pirtJclo 

108 Acne victim 

109 MTT wont sbbr. 

110 Fowdsd: abbr. 


78 Exaggerate 

79 Woridy 

80 Royal address 

81 ChariOHs or 
EmSy 

84 Present at bhtfi 

88 Most ashen 

87 Smafl wNrtoool 

89 Tidal flood 


82 Cookie 

93 Nolan or O' Nate 

94 Rode auff. 

95 Br. subm a chine 

96 Sup Kansas 

97 Savor 

98 Calendar of 
event*, tor short 

100 Shack 
102 News arg. 


81 Attic 

63 3elt-repr oa c h 
86 Desert refuge 
66 Concerning 
68 Cfsfesso aubub 
70 Goober 

72 Back talk 
TSSkhtsMe 
74 CUt With 

sweeping strokes 
75Trusl»an 
7B Dairy case 


65 Sage 
58t3> 

57 la vanquished 
eOBassttaTs 
Roger 
62 Of sound 

64 One — kind 

65 Suggesflw look 
87 TriCX 

89 Grate 
M Ls Due — Of 
Vietnam 


aaaui aun amiaal 
ana aimiaun aaa 


aieiiiaim aaa 
■aaa aaaa aaaai 
aaaaaaaaaaa - aaaa 


Baaiga jbbbb aBBBBaaa 


Lost Week’s Cryptogr ams 

1. A nrighty Cte irag so ua lad tried to sell a big gammy candy bar to Ua 
orthodontist. 

2. Boot owner fcarta hny nrrfaf of HHUMd pumaHoa 4tw My ortnij m] Ini nrrrr 
yacht. 

3. Unhappy kfaxg given ap throne to devote htr — H to playing cricket. 
Headline reeds: “No reign on ac co u n t of game." 

4. A sovrf ^ae is to compere gasoline prices aa one travels. 
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1. JH CPP JVg MC8EIZ LSXCFVSIN WWWPEQY 
PHI TJJZ ICSFK. JQPX OCQ HCQLEIN 
BEONIPB NEOWPX ZEHEQL ■ —By Gordon Idler 

2. ABBCBD EDFGHBH. HIJH ELH CMINJCCH 
SDFFQH X MFN SBBIGHB NEB CG6MLB 
ABBCH CIPQBDLPE NF C I P Q I H. — By RiU Salvnto 

3. STUNG SX BAZ X A G B BBCAUZ F G AP CD BUT 


Among Dello Russo’s visi- 
tors at a recent clinic were 
Dr. Trokel, who performed 


amazing. It’s hot” 

Forms of eyeglasses have 
been tried since the middle 


surgery on a malpractice 
lawyer with 20/1,100 virion, 
and Dr. George Florakis , a 


New York cornea specialist 
who says eye doctors are 

S about $20,000 each to . 

PRK surgeries and 
gatherings. 

“I’ve just come from a 
conference in Greece, ” be 
said. “The amount of enthu- 
siasm all over the world is 


“Before the invention of 
the printing press, people - 
would have to see far away if 
they were to become hunters 
ana /aimers, up close if they 
were scribes. Dr. Trokel 
said. ’The need for dear 
vision has increased. After 
700 years of one technology, 
it’s perhaps time to get on to 
something else.” 


Heart risk in fatnilies 
linked to genes 


DALLAS (R) — Families pla- 
gued with weak hearts, faint- 
ing spells and sudden deaths 
may get help soon from 
biomedical research indicat- 
ing certain defective genes 
are at fault, a new study 
showed. 

The research could lead to 
early warning of the risk of 
heart disease and allow doc- 
tors to help their patients 
avoid risky activities, resear- 
chers said. 

Scientists at the National 
Heart, Lung and Blood Insti- 
tute said in a study published 
in the American Heart Asso- 
ciation’s journal Circulation 
they are beginning to identify 
specific genes and get ie muta- 
tions that increase the risk of 
heart disease. 

lt Not only are we getting at 
the ability to diagnose heart 
disease before the symptoms 
begin, but we also are getting 
close to being able to stratify 
the risk,” wrote Dr. Mark 


Keating of the University of 
Utah Medical Centre. 

Stratifying tbe risk means 
doctors could tell patients 
just how much danger there 
is that a disorder will de- 
velop, be said. 

“In other words, certain 
genetic mutations are more 
dangerous than other muta- 
tions,” Dr. Keating said. 

The value of such research 
lies in the potential ability to 
warn famines of the danger of 
certain heart disease before h 
occurs. 

Being forewarned, families 
could take precautions, such 
as altering diet or exercise 
patterns, the researchers 
said. 

“Once we understand 
which mutations correlate 
with a higher risk of sudden 
death, we can begin to screen 
people early in then lives, 
before they develop problems 
— and then take measures to 
toy to avoid the problems,” 
Dr. Keating said. 



An anti-AIDS demo nstratio n in France 

AMDS in the ■ 
firing tine 

Prevention, solidarity and re- 
search are the three key words 
in France’s policy to fight 
AIDS. 


ixernmtiyivantsia 

cut billions from 
health care costs 


PARIS — In France, where 
the AIDS vims was isolated 
for the first time by Professor 
Luc Montagnier, m 1983, the 
number of HIV-positive vic- 
tims was evaluated as being 
150,000 at the end of 1991. 
Since the outbreak, of the 
epidemic. 


for syphilis, German measles 
and toxoplasmosis. So was it 
not all the more justified for 
AIDS? Protection of the 
child to be bom and of the 
partners in a couple would be 
reinforced by it. 

, Opponents of systematic u 
testing retort that this is&an:, 


agposed , cases. of 'A£D$^as "^Musi^o as tigs, . would- only, 
been estimated at ' between - give thp . answer at the time 
20,000 and 22,000. ‘ the test was taken witti the 

As prevention is the only impossibility of detecting 
effective answer to stop them HIV infection of less than 3 
from progressing, the public months. 


ZABBAPCD BEFNY FS HN CUSTU ED 
"BAD PRANK PRANK." — By EdHnddhwoo 
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By Larry Thorson 

The Associated Press 

BERLIN — Most of Ger- 
many’s doctors are angry. 
Some dentists stopped mill- 
ing for one day to protest 
Pharmacists warn of the de- 
mise of the comer drugstore. 

What’s going on 7 The 
German government is about 
to force through a radical halt 
to spiraling health-care costs, 
ana the medical in dustry has 
rolled qp its white sleeves for 
a fight 

Federal Health Minister 
Hoist Seehofer, 43, who Ekes 
to be photographed doing 
pushups or riding a bike to 
show other ways to better 
health, has a plan to cut $7.8 
bUEon from the governments 
annual health costs. 

Doctors and dentists could, 
in effect, be fined by having 
their fees cut if they overstep 
limits on prescri bing medica- 
tion. 

Outlays for health care ■ 
would oe permitted to rise 
only as much as general pay 
levels, which determine how 
much Germans pay for gov- 
ernment-backed insurance 
that covers medical and de- 
ntal work. . 

Political squabbles within 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
coalition over the plan 
apparently ended as the Free 
Democrats , the junior part- 
ner, reluctantly got behind it 
That means the plan wili sail 
through a cabinet meeting 
and head for parliament, 
where the government has a 
solid majority. 

Free Democratic leader 
Otto Lambsdorff said be was 
persuaded because the gov- 
ernment’s health-care deficit 
would jump $6.8 biHon next - 
year unless something is done. 

Germans are required by 
law to join National Health 
Insurance plans and pay a 
minimum of 5 per cent of 
their gross pay for it Em- 
ployers match the contribu- 
tion. ' 

Patients once got medica- 
tion free, but began paying 
part of prescription costs 
three years ago under a new 
law. Despite this, the govern- 
ment has had to put out 


increasingly more money to 
cover the shortfall between 
medical costs and payroll de- 
ductions. 

Dentists, Germany’s high- 
est-earning professionals, dis- 
pute the health minister’s 
claim that they would lose at 
most 5 per cent of their in- 
come under the new plan. 

Mr. Seehofer put then- 
average annual income at 
$136,000, but die dentists say 
it is more like $95,000 and 
their loss of income would be 
at least 20 per cent. 

About 4J>00 dentists in 
North Rhine- Westphalia 
state staged a one-day strike ance increased by 17 per cent 
on July' 27 to protest what and every day 2^500 patients 
their national association cal- are admitted, induding 1^00 
led “a ruinous: fee cutback. ” for intensive hospitalisation. 

Mr. Seehofer debated the The trend is to encourage 
dentists on television and ac- patients to remain at home in 
cused them of avoiding the order to reduce the length 
“solidarity sacrifice” other and frequency of hospital 
Germans are making to fi- stays, 
nance the integration of In 1992 . the National 


authorities are launching 
more and more campaigns to 
make the pubtic aware of the 
importance of using con- 
doms. 

A huge number of profes- 
sionals- in the medical and 
social fields are being mobil- 
ised and more than 17,000 
people were trained in this 
area in 1991. In one year, the 
(permanent and free) tele- 
phone service “Info SJDA” 
(AIDS Information) has re- 
ceived 300,000 calls, 60 per 
cent of which came from 
young people between 20 and 
40 who wanted to find out 
about the ways of contamina- 
tion. 

In 1991, hospital attend- 
ance increased by 17 per cent 
and every day 2J500 patients 
are admitted, including 1J00 


nance the integration of 
formerly Communist east 
Germany. 

The government is borrow- 
ing heavily to pay for unifica- 
tion. Redndhg the health- 
care budget would help cut 
the deficit. 

The National Association 
of Doctors working with 
mandatory health insurance 
plans, which cover 90 per 
cent of Germans, met in 
emergency session on Aug. 1 
in Cologne. It blasted the 
government in a resolution 
for risking “destruction of 
Germany’s health system.” 

The doctors said they 
would plan protests,: but 
would not strike. The Nation- 
al Labour Federation bad 
criticised the dentists’ action 
as a “miOionaize’s strike” and 
it appeared to be apubBc 
relations setback for the 
medical industry. ' 

Pharmacists complain they 
could lose 30 per cent of then 
income under Mr. Seeboferis 
plan, and say many neigh- 
bourhood drug stores could 
dose. 

Others say die poor and 
elderly wBl suffer under the 
requirement tbatjbe patient 
pay more for medicatibn, 

But some doctors , say Mr. 
Seehofer is on the right track. 


In 1992, the National 
Agency for AIDS Research, 
whose budget amounts to 190 
million francs , will have 
signed 76 new research con- 
tracts and awarded about fif- 
ty grants, while, at the same 


As for testing prior to mar- 
riage, the numerous transi-. 
tory couples would escape 
this and above all, the 
groups, which are most at 
risk, that is to say often mar- 
ginal s, would not enter any of 
the legal frameworks. 

Testing fixture mothers is' 
not necessary. Statistics 
prove tht 95 per cent of them 
volunteer to be tested when 
doctors inform them of this 
correctly. On the other band, 
they rise up in protest when 
they learn that a doctor has 
carried out such a test with- 
out their knowing. Compul- 
sory testing would create a 
reaction of rejection, opening 
the way for Baud and the 
detivery of certificates just to 
obfige. 

Owing to their age, recruits 
fit into a category which is 
barely exposed to the virus 
( which above all attacks 25 to 
35 year-olds). Moreover, 
almost all risk cases 
(homosexuals . and drug- 
addicts) are detected in the 
three days following their en- 
try. _ So what is the' use of 
testing aE conscripts? 

For the Nations] Ethics 
Committee, systematic test- 
mg in these cases could lead 


/■ 1 | a " . — 'O ■“ WlXO IAJUMU iCdli 

tnne devdopmg dose coop- to possible mnaway testing 

f ^“ ^_ nwBemas fore - 2° otber occasions sochlS, 
tgn countries. . for mstance, when taking on' 

a new job or on people sus- 


Should an AIDS test be 
made compulsory before 
marriage, m mothers-to-be 
and among army recruits? 


turn, lead to. files being kept 
and a kind of witch-hunt 
against HTV carriers. 

The final argument is that 


iSLsrsxszx 

SttTj&ss:' 

strongly encouraging volun- been /LS 2t had 
tarvtestin* “Educed m three. 


tary testing. 

AIDS Council, t&e High 
Committee for Public 
Health z the National . Ethics 
Committee, the Academy of 
Medicine and the Council of 
the Order of Doctors. The 
first three came out aga inst 
compulsory testing while the 
other two were 


™ 1987, it has now 
Been abandoned. (However, 
it remains compulsory in the 
arm y end in the fire-brigade, 
as well as for foreigners en- 
tenngthe country ). 

Although the government 


aaa me M3UnciI Of ha* A+nJfZi 

e Order of Doctors. The d^if^f^l‘ a8 ^ n$t . tbe P nnm 
st three came out against Jf kies to 

impuboiy testing whae ihe v oiuntaiy testing 

ther J two ierT 7® though incentive measurZ 


favour of systematic testing beia ? 

before marriage and 100 per cerr/fae 

gnant women. z~r!r? ^onymous testing 

. They pointed out that a beia B increased, in- 

test was routinely carried out 
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Rabin reports ^disagreements’ 


(Conttoaed from page I) ' 

United States are lifted from our 
necks," the Yedioft edftorial said. 

But the right-wing Jenjsakm 
Post expressed concern in its 
editorial that Mr. Rabin mi ght 
have promised an eventual total 
halt to aettiemeut in return for 
' the loans. . 

-In a report from Kenuelwiik- 
port, the Post said Mr. Bosh and 

Mr. Rabin had agreed the United 
States could canccLthc gnanin- 
'd tees at any time after the first 
. installment and .would nmfc« de- 
ductions for any settfemeut actrv- 
- after die aid takes effect on 




1. 


It said Israel and the United 
States would spfit the cost of 
securing the guarantees, each 
paying 3.5 -per cent of the “scor- 
ing,” or risk pre mi um. 

However, neither Mr. Rabin 
nor Mr. Bush have publicly stated 
the conditions of the guarantees ' 
and the 'actual conditions rem ai n 
foggy. 

Mr. Rabin told Israel Radio 
that he was not entirely mtjgfied 
with the agreement. 

“I dfid not achieve everything I 
would have Kked.” Mr. Rabin 
said on Israel Radio. “But I think 
that altogether we came out with 
an adnevement.” 

Mr. Rabin attributed bis sue- 
cess to changing Israel's priorities 
— shifting foods from settlements 
to development inside Israel. 

Jacob Frenkel, president of the 
Bank of Israel, said Mr. Bush's 
announcement was “a real vote 
of trust in Israel’s economy.” 
The money will go to seating 
some 375,000 immi g rants from 
the former Soviet state that have 
arrived since tnid-1989 and to 
stepping up economy gro w t h , 
Mr. Frenkel said. 

Israel is expected to also seek 
loan guarantees from other coun- 
tries since die $10 billion will not 
cover all absorption costs. The 
daily Hadashot said Mr. Rabin 
plans to ask Germany for addi- 
tional guarantees. 

The Busb-Rabin agreement is 
received a generally warm wel- 
come in Congress, a bastion of 
support for the Jewish state. 

^ Bat even before the president's 


proposal, was submitted to Con- 
gress for. approval, he was criti- 
cised for agreeing to let U-S. 
taxpayers pay part of the adminis- 
trative costs for .tiie guarantees. 

House “of “Representatives 
Speaker ,Tbomas Fotey^ a Demo- 
crat, said. “I think the Kkefibood 
of approval of kwa guhatpe&k 
very high,” despite 4be extreme 
^pop ulari ty ofrofoye a£3fo tins 

The president m dlfc 3*abm 
ftw^fo .Washm^bn aboard Air 
Force One, and w.-Rabta sche- 
duled meetings Wednesday with 
congressional leaders. - 

Afommstration o fficiate hoped 
the U.S. gesture wookl leaa to 
progres s when Middle East peace 
talks resume Aug. 24 in Washing- 
ton. Mr. Bush is lagging in foe 
polls in his re-election fight, and a 


much-needed 
political ^boost. r *- - ; / V 

Sources rind that .at a White 
House meeting Tuesday to dot- 
fine die proposal to c ongr e ssion al 
leaders, Mr.. Bush and Secretary 
of State Janies Baker said Israel 
would be asked to pay jnst half of 
the costs, or about S7D mOfion for 
the $2 biDion first-year loan incre- 
ment. Another $70 million would 
come from thetaxpayeis. 

. “From the beginning, we were 
told Israel would pick up the 
entire cost of the loan guarantee 
subsidy, so there would be no 
cost to the taxpayer,” said Rep. 
David Obey, a Democrat. “I 
expect that commitment to be 
kept.” ' 

A staunch s up port er of Israel, 
Rep. Larry Smith* a. Democrat, 
believed foe guarantees could be 
tbcf spark that ignites the Israeli 
economy and makes it possible 
for Israel to wean itself from 
regular U.S. foreign aid. “It 
could put Israel on its own two 
feet,” Mr. Smith said. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy, a Demo- 
crat, said Ins foreign aid subcom- 
mittee would probably take up 
.foe guarantees next month. 

He said the agreement “will 
heal what has been a rift in 
U.S.-Israefi relations and help to 
move the peace process foiwvd, 
especially if the building of settle- 
ments ends.” 


Concern raised over students’safety 


firrin page 1) 


Saddam promises improvement 


(Confined from page 1) 

that several thousand Iraqi troops 
backed by tanks were poised near 
the dennfitarised zone separating. 
Knwait and Iraq. l -r : 

A hading Iraqi newspaper din 
Wednesday repeated that 

Kiwrt is pah of haq and questioned 
American readiness to defend the 
e mir ate “when the time for final 
liberation comes.” 

Bade! said Kuwait is “a manu- 
3^' factored entity winch was made 
by bribeiy and concessions to the 
British and Americans.” 

Tbs claim preceded Iraq’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

The newspaper said that 
Kuwait has become “a hotel or a 
port” where “tiie covrapt (rating) 
family is only a board of direc- 
tors.” 

“There is nothing called a 
Kuwaiti people ... they are only 
corrupted families whose only 
home country and master is foe 
dollar,” the editorial said. ' 

“For this reason we haven't 
seen them fighting and they gave 
up their homeland and asked the 
Americans to get it back for 
them,” it said. 

“It is a fact tint was reasserted 
by the mother of all ba ttle s that 
the Americans wiD not spill one 
iff drop of Wood for the sake of ... 
~ these symbols of corruption,” it 
said. 

Human rights report 

Iraq was accused by a top 

By-elections 

(Continued from page 1) 


United Nations investigator on 
Tuesday of widespread human- 
rights abase, inducting summary 
executions, torture, catting off 
_fbod to ritaem and taking militaiy, 
action against bofo Kurds in the, 
‘north and Strifes in the south.' ' 

. Max van der Steel, a special 
investigator for tiie U.N. Human 
Rights Commission, told the 
Security Council that Kurds faced 
a “catastrophe” in whiter because 
of Iraqi attempts to blockade the 
region. 

He also repeated charges that 
Iraq has increased militaiy activ- 
ity against Suite Muslims in the 
south, indudhig conducting air 
attacks and artillery bombard- 
ments. 


republics, said that bilateral 
agreements with Jordan over 
higher education should be work- 
ed out first before scholarships 
can be agreed on. 

- Last year, tiie mhnstiy official 
said, only. 16. Jordanian indents 
were delegated jtoJdoscow- and 
other RtggiaiKc ni vei si ties by the 
ministry, down from 110 in the 
previous 

. The iadc of tbe agreements 
with states of die former Soviet 
Union and the collapse of secur- 
ity remain the main reasons for 
not sending or encouraging stu- 
dents to go to Russian universi- 
ties, the official said. 

He said that Jordanian embas-* 
sy instructions to students in Rus- 
sia are dear. They should not 
movie around except in groups 


and must not venture out at night 
for fear of assaults and murder. 

But, foe official noted, while 
the Ministry of Higher Education 
has stopped sending students to 
Russia students continue to enrol 
through their own private means 
and without consulting with the 
Jordanian authorities. 

A relative of the murdered 
student said, that there was no 
longer security for Jordanian stu- 
dents in Russia. 

Both officials told the Jordan 
Times that tiie Foreign Ministry 
in Amman was still awaiting re- 
ports on foe outcome of inves- 
tigations into the . latest murder 
and the other cases to be for- 
warded by the Jordanian embassy 
in Moscow. They said no farther 
steps could be formally taken 
before the results of these inves- 
tigations arrive. 


Jordan awaits details of accord 


1) 


Secretaiy of State James Baker 
had ramm ed him during his last 
visit to Jordan that the U.S. stand 
an Israel's settlement activity had 
not changed. 

“Jordan always looks at mat- 
ters in a serious and p o s iti v e way, 
so let’s wait and see whether or 
not there are any positive rides to 
that deal,” Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

. ^Dr. Abu Jaber*s comments, the 
first official reaction in Amman, 
came after a farewell ceremony to 
a platoon of 85 Jordanian pofice- 
men dispatched to Cambofoa on 
a peace-keeping mission. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who attended foe ceremony, did 
not comment on the issue, but 
said in reply to a reporter’s ques- 
tion that one had to be “cautious- 
ly optimstic” about the fate of the 
U.S.-boricered Middle Hast peace 
process. 

The terms of the deal 


announced by Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Rabin Tuesday are not yet public. 
But Arabs fear they do not in- 
dude the total freeze they de- 
manded on Jewish settlement in 
occupied territories. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said it received 
news of the deal with “great 
concern, especially when the 
Israeli government has not com- 
mitted itself yet to halting settle- 
ment activities in the occupied 
Palestinian and Arab territories.” 
It perceived “a biased stand 
towards the Israeli position, ob- 
struction of the peace process and 
a contradiction of U.S. responsi- 
bilities as a state sponsoring tiie 
peace process.” - 
Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for foe Palestinian delegation to 
peace talks with Israel, warned: 
“If the loan guarantees are given 
while settlement activities are 
continuing then this invalidates 
the role of foe U.S. as a peace 
broker.” 


Israel says ‘not to buy Arab houses’ 


(Cotohmed 

from a fund to provide housing 
for the needy and used it to boy 
property in East Jerusalem, the 
radio said. 

Settlers said Wednesday they 
would seek to raise money else- 
where to continue baying proper- 


1) 
ty. 

“If s going to be real difficult for 
than (me government) to dam- 
age our programme in any way, 
shape or form,” said Yossi 
Bamnel, a spokesman for the 
settler group Ateret Cohanim. 


42 deputies want to sue Rifai 


(Continued from page 1) 

country and regime. ■ 

Mr. Rifakhad -sank that the 
membe r s of the parliamentary 
co mmitt ee entrusted with inves- 
tigations into “co rrup tion” cases 
had fab ricated stories to shake 
confidence in the Jordanian sys- 
tem for political ‘ reasons and 
objectives. 

In reply to foe statement, Laifo 
Sfabedat, die head of the House's 
Investigations Committee, said 
that the indictment of the former 
minister was only the first step 
towards unvoting past “corrup- 
tion” cases in Jordan. “We are 


determined to pursue corruption 
cases,” he said. 

Mr. -SbbeOat .told the Jordan 
' Times Wednesday that die House 
members will see to it that Mr. 
Rifai will appear in court to 
answer to his defamation and 
slanderous accusations against 
Partiameot members. 

Mr. Rifai had accused the 
House members of working 
against the regime and of trying 
to encroach on the royal family 
for which he deserves to be 
sued,” said Mr. Shbeflat. The 
deputies, he added, are deter- 
mined to pursue court procedures 
to the end. 


Syrian papers say loan 
guarantees a blow to peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria said Wednesday that the 
outcome of talks between U.S. 
President George Bush and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was a “blow to the peace 
process.” 

The talks, daring which Mr. 
Bash promised to support $10 
bdfion in loan guarantees for 
Israel, “have realised a lot of 
gains for Israel but nothing for 
the Arabs,” said A1 Baath, news- 
paper of the rating Baath Party. 

“Peace was the last topic on the 
agenda of the Rabin-Bush meet- 
ing,” foe government-run AI 
Thawra newspaper said. 

However, those familiar with 
Syrian official thinking in Damas- 
cus said die bitter criticism of the 
Bosh decision would not affect 
Syrian attendence at the next 
Anb-hneE peace talks, sche- 
duled for Aug. 24 in Washington. 

“All we know is that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
got ever y thing without giving or 
losing anything,” said AI Baath. 

“Rabin will no doubt consider 
himself as gaining in addition to 
the $10 billion another unde- 
clared U.S. approval for settfing 
more Jews in Arab lands,” A1 
Baath said. 

The daily Tishreen called Mr. 
Bash’s decision “Negative” and 


said there ops no justification for 
granting the loans "“because the 
decision was not finked to the 
adnevement of tangible progress 
in the peace process.” 

Ushreen said Iff-. Bush did not 
get a pledge from Mr. Rabin to 
implement UX Resolution 242 
and 338 on r et urnin g occu p ied 
Arab territories or a promise to 
haft settlement completely. 

“Should foe Arabs once again 
fall victims Of U.S. elections and 
propaganda aimed at gaining 
Jewish votes?” Ushreen asked. 

“The peace process has been 
banned and the coming days will 
reveal that the loans will encour- 
age Israel to continue its obstin- 
ate policy and its rejection of 
peace,” Ushreen said. 

AI Thawra said Mr. Bush’s 
decision was “not suprising after 
the U.S. election campaign be- 
came heated.” 

“We were and still are hopeful 
the U.S. -Israeli honeymoon will 
not be at foe expense of Arab 
rights, Arab lands. and peace in 
the region," AI Thawra said. 

“Our rights were not and will 
not be a tool for others uniter any 
drcnmstances. The peace which 
we know and seek is foe jnst 
peace which returns our land and 
rights. We will never accept any- 
thing else,” AI Thawra said. 


Reports conflict over Abul Abbas 


(Confomed from page 1) 

Yacoub split from Abul Abbas 
after the PLF broke off from the 
Syrian-backed Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command, in 1977. 

The arrest report originated in 
a typewritten communique bear- 
ing the name of the PLF and 
distributed to Western news 
agencies in Beirut. 

The statement said the PLF 
leader was snatched by Iraqi 
police Saturday as he was travel- 
ing overland from Baghdad to 
Amman for meetings with 
Palestinian leaders. 

“The leader and a number of 
companions have been taken to 
an unknown place and nothing 
has been ascertained about his 
fate," the statement said. 

The report is “false and base- 
less,” said a Tonis spokesman for 
the PLF, speaking on condition 
Of anonymity. He also refused to 
say where bis leader is. 

The report also was denied by 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation ambassador to Iraq, 
Azzam AI Ahmad. 

Mr. Ahmad said Abul Abbas, 
whose real name is Mohammad 
Zaidan Abbas, went to a Pales- 
tine Central Council meeting in 
Tunis in May and never returned 
to Baghdad, his main headquar- 
ters since before the Achille 
Laura hijacking. 

A knowledgeable PLO source 
in Jordan, who could not be 
identified by name, said it was 
possible that the report was part 


of an effort to force Abnl Abbas 
from hiding. 

The source said the plotters 
could believe that Abul Abbas 
would have to appear in public to 
prove he was not in custody and 
that he is still in charge of the 
PLF. 

It is not clear why the Iraqi 
government would have arrested 
Abul Abbas. 

An Italian court convicted foe 
44-year-old Abul Abbas in absen- 
tia and gave him a life sentence 
for masterminding the three-day 
hijacking that started Oct 7, 
1985. An American was killed. 

Abul Abbas said the guerrillas 
seized foe ship as it sailed in tiie 
Mediterranean as a means of 
getting to Israel and launching an 
attack there. 

After the passengers were re- 
leased, a plane carrying Abul 
Abbas and his men from Ttinis 
was forced down in Sicfiy by U.S. 
navy fighters and they -were 
turned over to the Italian govern- 
ment. 

To the American’s dismay, the 
Italians allowed Abul Abbas to 
fiy to Yugoslavia before the U.S. 
warrant could be served. 

Abul Abbas has been a con- 
troversial figure in the PLO 
whose actions have repeatedly 
e m b ar rased Yasser Arafat. An 
abortive seaborne raid by PLF 
guerillas on Israel in May 1990 
led President George Bush to 
suspend a dialogue with the PLO 
and handed the Israelis a power- 
ful propaganda weapon. 


Loan guarantees will 
bolster Israeli economy 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s fi- 
nance minister hailed U.S. agree- 
ment to underwrite huge loans as 
a remedy for foe ailing economy. 
The opposition said it set a a 

dangerous precedent by linking 
economic aid to political con- 
cessions. 

“The guarantees are important 
first of all because they send a 
signal to governments, banks and 
investors of the world that foe 
Israeli government has the faith 
of the American government,” 
Finance Minister Abraham Sho- 
hat said on Tuesday. 

Palestinians warned U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush's consent on 
Tuesday to $10 billion in loans 
guarantees for Israel could 
jeopardise Washington's role as a 
Middle East peace Dicker if it did 
not demand a complete freeze on 
Jewish settlements in tiie occu- 
pied territories. 

The U.S. assurances mil en- 
able Israel to raise loans on world 
markets at highly favourable in- 
terest rates and invest in econo- 
mic expansion to combat 11.6 per 
cent unemployment. 

Mr. Shonat said he hoped foe 
U.S. backing would help Israel 
attract foreign investors. An in- 
flux of more than 400,000 Rus- 
sian immigran ts hag further taxed 
the beleaguered economy. 

Mr. Bush dropped his opposi- 
tion to foe guarantees after newly - 
elected Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin halted most Jew- 
ish settlement in the occupied 
territories. The announcement 
came after the two leaders met at 
the president's Maine vacation 
home. 


For the past year, Mr. Bush 
withheld the aid from Mr. 
Rabin’s hardline predecessor Yit- 
zhak Shamir because he refused 
to stop settlement viewed by 
Washington as an obstacle to 
peace. 

Mr. Shamir’s Likud Parly, now 
leading the opposition, charged 
Mr. Bush had marfa a dramatic 
siow of aimonncing the agree- 
ment to satisfy his own domestic 
needs, a reference to foe pres*: 
dent’s flagging campaign for 
reelection m November. 

“It >is the first time since the 
creation of the state that a very 
strong link has been created be- 
tween Israeli willingness to make 
political concessions as a condi- 
tion for economic aid,” said for- 
mer Minister Moshe Katsav, 
bead of the Likud parliament 
faction. 

Mr. Katsav said Israel’s Arab 
partners to Middle East peace 
talks would now make tougher 
demands and pressure Israel by 
urging Washington to withhold 
aid. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a spokes- 
woman of the Palestinian dele; 
tion to Middle East peace 
told reporters on Tuesday: 

“If foe loan guarantees are 
given while settlement activities 
are continuing then tins inv* u 
dates foe role of the U.S. as a 
peace broker.” She said Palesti- 
nians would not object if all 
settlement was stopped. 

Mr. Rabin has halted most new 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. But the 
curbs fell short of Palestinian 
demands for a total freeze. » 
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PLACES AVAILABLE FOR ENTRY OCTOBER 1992 
BEng (3-year courses) (fuDy accredited by Professional Institutions) 

4 Electronic Engineering 

♦ Electrical Engineering (with Power Electronics) 

♦ Computer Systems Engineering 
BSc (3-year course): 

♦ Applied Physics and Electronics 

♦ _ Computer Systems and Mathematics 

Wide Entry and ACCESS courses are available tor students who do 
not have the appropriate qualifications far the above courses. 

MEng (1-year course): 

♦ Information Systems Engineering 

Dr. Izzat Darwazah of Bangor’s School of Electronics and Computer 
Systems will be available to answer your enquiries on Saturday. 
August IS snd Sundsy, August 16 at the British Council. Rainbow 
Street (off First Circle), Jabal Amman, Amman. 

Appointments from 10 am to 6 pm. Please 
telephone the British Council on 636147/8 to 
book. 


the Balgawieh tribe. 

.Unto last week ob se rvers 
believed that a dose race be- 
tween the Balgawieh candi- 
dates could produce a 
narrowly-fought contest. But,, 
now observers note, the big- 
gest pre-election gatherings are 
at tiie Shakhanbeh headquar- 
ters, made of tents in dowu- 
^ town Madaba led by the Bui 
Hamtda tribe. 

Mr. Shakhanbeh has also 
been 'lobbying the* 2,000 
Palestinian voters in Madaba, 
many of whom seen to favour 
the Brotherhood candida te . - 

“Mr. Abu Ghanem has do* 
votes among the Palestinians, 
but Mr. Shakhan beh stands a 

chance because be is assoc ia ted 

with libera] and left-wing 
groups and has been involved 
m foe Palestinian liberation 
movement,” said one political 
observer in Madaba. 

The 3,000-strong Christian 
votes is expected to be split 
between Mr. Abu Ghanem 
and Mr. Shakhanbeh, obser- 
vers said. 

Tims, while the Madaba 

scene, where atiy tfajfe candi- 
dates are vying fbr the seat, is 

JUurred, a majority in the 
Fourth District behoves tiie 
Brotherhood will win on Aug. 
18. . 


* 




JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


k- 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Alt FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
and; RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAHARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




-INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 3 
forwarding, storage,. ■ 
s clearing, door-to-door |f 
service . 2 


MBEEt 





YOUR BEST CHOICE 


* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair ★ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

A-Upholstiy, curtains & carpets 
dealing 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

M ec c a Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone ItflSI, Fax 

k V 828163 





P.ChBox 2206 Amman, Jordan 
Off Bib 2nd Cfecfe Jabal Amman 




CHINESE FOOD 

Open dpiRy' 

12*$ -1S& & 1830-2330 

Tek 03-314415 


The first & best 
Chinese Rest auran t 
in Jordan 

1st Grde, Jabal Amman, near 
AhEyyahfiirfs School 



4 Rent £r Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished* 

- Also many tots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdoun Seal Esta te 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WESTAMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


Sandi Real Estate) 

687821/22 

pd 1 1 n 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 m+i i h 1 1 1 1 1 1 h- 



Open daily 12:00-330 
p.m. 

_ 6:30-Midnight 

• Tel ‘I 


/ 


Nc' V^E-TflUR AN 



' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
‘ . Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities/ 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
s. 6:30 - 1 Midnight / 



TAIWAN TOURISMS 


Chao- D. H* 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

Rjabal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tfe 641093 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skated Chinese Chefs 

\ppea llz30.3’JD * 6l-QCL]]!JO 

Taka away is avaOabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

. |TaL 681822. Amman 

Once Tested 
^ Rtoans tcved 




Be HirtSpafa towd, oatot ^ ^ ^ rf 

' Arthritis •. Sinusitis * Digestive 
Or Just for Mood drodaHou enhanc em ent 

50% Discount 

On Room Rates 

For- Rob Jnffwiam " flea ld e n te " 

H K 068271/2 . 6 6 62 78 , 088610 - Iwfrtna ■ 88 



Terrace 

Restaurant 

I Tapes Bar 

International Diah« 

& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebel Amman - 3rd C&cis 
ftr tamaOn* 1W 03)60 4 


! The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAffOTEIi 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Idea! Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



Fridays. 

SUNDAY 

LUHGHEON 

BUFFET 

** Res:665121 
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Lewis, Bubka and Morceli 
shine in Monte Carlo GP 


MONTE CARLO, Monaco (AP) 
— World Champions Cart Lewis, 
Sergei Bubka and Noturedine 
Morceli ail had Olympic dis- 
appointments but rebounded in 
the first major track meet after 
the summer games. 

Lewis returned to the indi- 
vidual sprint and won handily 
over a tough field. Bubka showed 
why he is still king of the pole 
vault while Morceli posted the 
fastest 1,500-metre time of the 
year in die Monte Carlo Grand 
Prix track meet. 

The Monaco meet opened up 
the post-Olympic season and 
gave a chance for Olympic losers 
to post some im pre ssi ve victories. 

Lewis raced away in the last 40 
metres to win in 10.15 seconds in 
the 100. 

He missed the Olympic 100 by 
not qualifying in the U.S. trials, 
although be was world champion 
and the world record-holder at 
9.86. 

“I had one truly bad race in the 
100 and that was in die Olympic 
trials," Lewis said. "But you are 
judged by that race.” 

Vital! Savin of the CIS took 


second behind Lewis Tuesday in 
10.21. Dennis Mitchell, Olympic 
bronze medalist behind Linford 
Christie of Britain, was third in 
10.28. 

"I felt strong in the end. To do 
it just three days after that emo- 
tional relay makes me excited,” 
Lewis said. 

Lewis anchored the U.S. team 
to a world record of 37.40 in the 
4X100 relay in th Olympics and 
won his third consecutive long 
jump. 

Mike Marsh, the 200 gold 
medalist, dropped down to the 
100 but came in sixth in 10.35. He 
has the fastest official 100 time 
this year of 9.93. 

Bubka, of die Ukraine, won 
the pole vault at 5.90 metres but 
failed in three attempts to set a 
new world record of 6. 12 just four 
days after missing at the opening 
height in the Olympic final. 

Bubka struggled early, needing 
three tries at 5.70 and three at 
5.90. He had the height for bis 
record attempts but just missed 
all three times. 

'Bubka, a three-time world 


champion and die 1968 Olympic 
champion, missed at 5.70 metres 
and 5.75 in Barcelona. 

In Monte Carlo, Maxim Tara- 
sov, the 1992 Olympic winner, 
finished tied for seventh at 5.60 
metres. 

Morceli, of Algeria, came back 
from his poor performance in die 
Olympics to turn in the fastest 
time of the year in the 1,500, 
winning in 3 minutes, 32,75 
seconds. 

The Algerian was seventh in 
die Olympic final. He was boxed 
in after a slow early pace ruined 
his chances. 

Another Olympic loser, Colin 
Jackson of Britain, also showed 
the form that made him an Olym- 
pic favoorite.In the 110 hurdles, 
Jackson topped gold medalist 
Mark McKoy of Canada with a 
time of 13.12. McKoy took 
second at 13.23, edging American 
Tony Dees, 13.24. 

In the Olympics, Jackson had 
the best time in the world with 
13.06 but stumbled to sixth. 

Roger Kingdom of the United 
States, die two-time gold medal- 


ist who failed to make the Amer- 
ican team in June, returned to 
finish sixth in 13.43. 

Olympic champion and new 
world record-bolder Kevin 
Young returned to competition 
with an easy victory in the 400 
hurdles 

.Young won the gold medal last 
week as he broke Edwin Moses' 
world mark with 46-78- 

Yoong handled a strong field as 
he won in 47.60 seconds. The 
participants included the second, 
rhin i and fourth finishers bum 
Barcelona as well as last year’s 
world champion, Samuel Marete 
of Zambia, who did not make the 
Olympic final. 

Winthrop Graham of Jamaica, 
the Olympic silver medalist, gave 
Young a test for the first half of 
the race before coming in second 
in 48.22. Matete was third in 
48.38. 

Another gold medalist, Heike 
Drecfasler of Germany, also won. 
She long jumped 7.33 metres, 
better than the 7.14 she did in 
winning the gold medal in Barce^ 
kma. 
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Seles wins easily in California 

MANHATTAN BEACH, California (R) — Top-seed and 
defending champion Monica Seles of Yugoslavia, playing without 
her infamous grunt, eliminated Karina Habsudoya of Czechoslo- 
vakia 6-2 6-2 in 62 minutes in the second round of the $350,000 
Virginia Slims of Los Angeles on Tuesday. Seventh-seeded Amy 
Frazier defeated Lisa Raymond 7-5 7-6 (7-5) in an All-American 
first round match at the 28-player, hard court tour nam ent. In 
other second-round matches, Kimberly Po of the United States 
routed Catarina Lindqvist of Sweden 6-1 6-2, and qualifier 
Stephanie Rottier of the Netherlands outlasted American Betsy 
Magelsen 5-7 7-5 6-3. Second-seeded Martina Navratilova of the 
United States faces Alexia Dechanme of France in her second- 
round match. All of the top-four seeds received first round byes. 
Seles, first in the world, began trying to curb her grant after being 
heavily criticised for it at Wimbledon. She has now eliminated it 
although she admitted it might come back. 

Lemond pulls out of Tour of Britain 

MIDDLESBOROUGH, England (AP) — Greg Lemond with- 
drew from the Kellogg's Tour of Britain before the start of 
Wednesday’s third stage complaining of tiredness, his team 
■ manager said. The American, a three-time Tour De France 
winner, also pulled out of this year's French classic after poor 
form. Lemomfs Z team manager Serge Beocherie denied 
rumours the rider had been sick overnight. "He's just suffering 
from tiredness," Beucherie said. Lemond failed to sign on for the 
start of Wednesday’s third leg from Mickflesbo rough to Hull in 
-northern England. He finished two minutes behind the leaders in 
■Tuesday’s stage in 78th place. 

Doohan aims for Brazil Grand Prix 

.LONDON (R) — Australia’s Michael Doohan, who broke his leg 
at the Dutch Motorcycling Grand Prix six weeks ago, is confident 
be will be fit to return to championship raring by the end of the 
month. Doohan, who leads the 500cc championship standings, 
had a skin graft at an Italian dime and is currently undergoing 
eight hours a day of intensive physiotherapy. "I have now taken 
the first step of the final stage of my recovery,” Honda rider 
Doohan told a team spokesman in England. “The plaster is finally 
off and I can walk .... everybody is sure I will make it in time for 
-Brazil,” he added, Doohan plans to compete in tire final two races 
of tiie season in Brazil on Aug. 23 and South Africa next month. 

Lewis is unimpressive in victory 

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey (R) — Lennox Lewis beat U.S. 
journeyman Mike Dixon in a warmup fight for his Oct. 31 
heavyweight title elimination bout against Donovan "Razor” 
Ruddock, but Lewis was far from impressive. The undefeated 


Lewis, from Britain, was never in danger against the outclassed 
American while raising his record to 21-0. The beating Lewis 
banded Dixon before referee Rody Battle stopped it at one 
minute, four seconds of the fourth round, did not seem to im p r e s s 
Ruddock, watching the fight from ringside. "I learned some- 
thing,” said Ruddock, rated number one by the World Boxing 
Council. “I literally want to take him out. He is moving 
backwards against a guy who weighs 93.8 kilos. "I’ve been in with 
(Mike) Tyson twice, (Michael) Dokes, yon think I'm gang to 
worry about tins guy. Be realistic here guys,” said the 28-year-old 
Canadian. Ruddock is 27-3-1. Two of his defeats were in 
consecutive bouts last year against Tyson. 

Mexico urges probe of Olympic failures 

MEXICO CITY (R) — Disappointed at Mexico’s showing in the 
Barcelona Olympics, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari has 
created a commission to investigate what went wrong. Mexico left 
Barcelona with one medal — Carlos Mercenario won a silver 
medal in the men’s 50-km walk — despite expectations for medals 
in the men’s marathon, men’s diving and other events. It sent 140 
athletes to the games. "President Safinas showed his dissatisfac- 
tion with the results reached by the Olympic ream, which were not 
as good as the expectations generated nor the support they were 
given to the directors and competitors by the Mexican people,” 
the Presidency Ministry said in a statement. Raul Gonzalez 
Rodriguez Monday offered to resign as National Sports Commis- 
sion president, but Mr. Salmas said he would await the commis- 
sion’s results before deciding whether to accept his resignation. 

% ^ yf| 

Tragedy greets Estonia’s Olympians 

MOSCOW (AP) — One spectator was killed and nine others 
seriously injured when scaffolding collapsed dtaring a welcoming 
ceremony for estonia’s Olympic team in its capital, Tallinn, 
according to news reports. Dozens of people had climbed the 
scaffolding around a four-story building under renovation in 
Tallinn’s Town Hall Square. They were seeking a good vantage 
point from which to cheer the return of the Olympic athletes from 
Barcelona. Most of those injured in the accident were teenagers, 
the ITAR-TASS and ETA news agencies reported. One of them 
died flier emergency surgery, the reports said. 

Havelange suffering from dehydration 

ZURICH (R) — Brazilian Joao Hav elange, president of the 
International Football Federation (FIFA), has entered a private 
dime here for treatment of dehydration, a FIFA official said 
Tuesday. Mr. Havelange, 72, who has held the office since 1974, 
was “completely dehydrated” at tire Barcelona Olympics and 
could not attend Sunday’s soccer final in which hosts Spain beat 
Poland. The official said Mr. Havelange’s condition was satisfac- 
tory but he would have to remain under observation for about a 
week. • • 


It was a dark 
and stormy night.] 



Suddenly, twenty- 
one shots rang out! 



It was a 
twenty-one gun 
salute. 



Andy Capp 
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Agassi advances to 3rd 
round at ATP Championship 


MASON. Ohio (R) — Sixth- 
seeded Andre Agassi was sot 
feeling. well but he still manage d 
to beat Frenc hm an Ofivier De- 
Iaitre 6-4 6-0 in the second round 
of the $1.4 millio n Thriftway 
ATP Championships Tuesday. 

"I wasn’t feeling extremely 
good today,” said the eighth- 
ranked Agassi, the reigning 
Wimbledon champion. “I guess 
it's a virus and I’ve had a 
headache. I was feeling sluggish. 
I was fortunate that Olivier got a 
little frustrated because I didn’t 
feel I was hitting the ball clean- 
ly” 

Second-seeded Stefan Edberg 
played sloppy tennis in the first 
set, but found his form in the 
second for a 7-6 (7-4) 6-1 second- 
round de rision ov er fellow Swede 
Christian Be r gstrom. 

The top eight seeds all received 


first round'byes. • 

Agassi won 81-per cent of the 
points when he hit a good first 
serve and never dropped ins serve 
in the match. 

He broke the 39tb-ranked De- 
laitre’s serve in the- final game of 
the first set. The American never 
allowed Delaitre to bold serve in 
the second set. 

Agassi is still mesmerised by 
his recent success at Wimbledon. 

"It was an accomplishment so 
outstanding that you’re definitely 
bumbled by winning Wimble- 
don,” Agassi said. “It’s harder 
for me to believe now than after 
championship point.” 

The 47th-ranked B erg s trom led 
Edberg 3-1 in the first set, but 
could not hold bis advantage. 
Edberg broke back in the nint h 
game and won the final five 
points of the tiebreaker. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 14, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 'Astroijger, Carrotf Jfightar Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Shop, keep appointments and- do 
necessary errands thb morning and 
later on spend some time on every- 
‘ (fay problems that require t hinking 
before yon act upon them. Evening 
good for entertainment 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Bring into the open the affection 
yon have for any associates and 
yon have a good chance that yon 
Trill knit even more doser a happy 
rapport. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Add that touch of art. odour. 
Comfort, CtC to your aurin iinHingt 
for by m doing yon can find every- 
thing is easier to do in such an 
atmosphere. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your day to think in terms of the 
romantic interest that means the 
most to you and to arrange to be 
together in attractive surroundings 
for hap p in ess. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Listen to your own fanrilys 
big plans for the days to come and 
then let them know yours and you 
meet on grounds for more abund- 
ance. 

LEQf (Joly 22 to August 21) You 
would he well rewarded now for 
showing special concern and loyal- 
ty to those contacts with whom you 
have daily association itrany activi- 
ties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A confi d ential advisor wfll not 


show yon. if asked by you jnst what 
you can do in order to add to your 
present bolding* &od your 

security, 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


and magnanimous friend be aware 
of just what your personal desires 
are and accept that persons assist- 


SCORPfO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A very good time to get off 
akme with the one who means the 
most to yon and to have one of 
. your most interesting get together 
of times.. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A friend can in sp ire 
you anew in some important 
gr o w th and development that is 
vital to your exp an s i on of present 
outlets available to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your day to make 
rapid and s atisfa ct or y progress in 
whatever pertains to your worldly 
success and honor and in pleasing 
those in power. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out to get 
into whatever you want to do in the 
friure and that requires consider- 
able undentandbg of , cooperation 
with newcomers. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) TMs is the day lor you to make -• 
sure you show special reg ar d for 
your mate and von get big di- 
vidends in added devotion from 
your attachment. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH MR6CH- 
ClteJ Titan Uatfa Barden, tic. 
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TAKE THEM ONE AT A TIME 


Both vulnerable, South 
NORTH 
t Q76- 
9 4 

OK J8 73 
+ K862 

WEST EAST 

♦ J * 10 9 8 4 

V K J 9 9 6 2 9 10 7 5 3 
OQ10 54 092 
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Opening fend: Jack of 9 
The standard of play an a bridge 
entire is usually a mixed bag— it is 
not often that you com e up with a 
rare technics: achievement on 
board. Thii hand was given to us by 

Bill Root, who annually ran* tbs' 


largest bridge game afloat, 
ha 

opening with a ******* bid ini 


'ith almnet all prime the 
worm, 


South hand would have bean 

opening with a ii ™n i 

spades were it not for the poor qaati* 

% ■ . « r* 


ty of the soft. As it was, two m 
trump was a reasonable compromise 
despite being a httie off-shape. 

North chose a sequence that allowed 
a 3- 1-6-4 hand pattern, arid Sooth 
opted for the higher-scoring spade 
shun. As the cards lie, six dubs 
would have been a fhmiw bat the 
spade glam was better, sm ee had 
dobs btes 4-1, there would have 
been.no way to avoid two been in 
that suit. 

Declarer won the opening trump 
lead in hand and continued with a 
spade to the quean to leant the bod 
new&Afteramzm| io^nd witfrthr; 

axer tefaraed'c 
diamo n d and the jack eras finessed - 
successfully. Next came, a low tfia-' 
mond and, when Seat discarded a 
heart, dedarar raffed low. 

After cashing the ace of hearts 
and ruffing tbs queen an the board, 
declarer. Isd the king of Hammy. 

and East was helpless. If the defend- 
er raffed, declarer would discard, a 
dub. Win any return, draw the laic 
•trump and discard the Knahting 
dub loser on the long dbrntodn 
Ewt (£3 not raft dsdarar would 
Simply play the other* dhuzKmd yrf 
discard the other dub loser. liMy 
wsy. th# defender* could not get 
more than one .trump trick 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY 

By Thorns S. Pierson, AsMcger. R^ FounMino 

popular with friends in the mom-. 
Gfor then yoa wi ll negd tq get 

into your material concerns, hand- 
le *em cooperatively* 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Do something for a loved one 
in the morning that can laterbtitt 
happiness and then you wMboablc 
togcr off with persons who can 
release data you want. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 toNovqn- 

ber 21) You can gain that hope to 

is so important to you its "the 
'morning and later you can get rid 
of some obstacle in the way^rf 
more productive m tbe -fo- 

ture. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) fa the morning do 
those little courtesies to whomever 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tbe 
Fufl Moon in Aquariusptaces tome 
apparent obitades In the path of 
yonr d es i res and unless you rely on 

ynir minrf and Mf yOUT emOtiOM 
you will experience a deep sense of 
dimafts&etion. 

ARIE& (March 21 to April 19) PW 

yonr environment in the pink of 
condition in t)a morning for later 
you are able to find some wnys to 
perfect yoor particular gift despite 
some drawback. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to M ay 20) 
Make a date for that amusement 
that attracts you In the monpig 
then you vriD be able to px into 
family perplexities and solve them 
intelligent^. 

• 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The 
mo r nin g finds you getting every- 
thing in better condition at your 
read en c c . then later be off to some 
Mirwmwil, Hint do OOt GOSt tOO 
much ■_ 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Charm a routine awodate 
into doing what yon desire early 
for then you wifl be able to go 
home and ctinrinaTc confusion ex- 
feting there. 

ISO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Adcfing pamt or other improve- 
ments to pr o perty increases value 
eady then you will be able to get 
out and find other means for more 
daily efficiency. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Do what wffi make you more 


mose imuc u«miww ----- 

you come In contact while laicr you 
ire able to find ways w be equally 
frinri to a muddled thinking friend. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have tn 
to do something special for 

one at a distance should be earned 

through, then yon can tackle the 
problem with a bigwig. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Bring to light the pleasure 
you have in an alliance with a 
p artner and please that person, 
then you can proceed with duties, 
of relationships. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You certainty have a chance 
tins morning to make a good friend 
and contact with a business person 
and after so doing show sincerity 
by some practical support. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARM'S 

7-ZEf 



“Are the blisters from yard work or from 
changing channels too fast?” 


I TTtATSCRAMBLED WORD GAME .... 
by Hand Arnold and Bob Lee" n 1 1 


Uoscrwnbte these four Juntotes, 
one tattarto each square, to form 
four onflnary words. 


SERGS 




m 


c 

DiTAU 



H 

n 


- 

JELDIA 


m c 


L 

UTTER 

- 

_ 

IE 

ELI 



WHAT SOME PEOPLE 
VO WHEN THE Y 
CANT PAY THE 
INSTALLMENT VUE. 


Answer here 


Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gestad by the above cartoon. 

■ rxmcrrtn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbfeec PHONY NUTTY UPHELD EMBRYO 

Answer That politician approached every subject with 
this — AN OPB7MOLfTH 




THE Daily Crossword 


by Roger Cobum 


ACROSS 
1 DecBnes 
6 Pin 

10 Radar Image 
W Gem weight 

15 Memory 

16 Solitary 

17 Battery terminal 

18 State positively 

Tfl SWn problem 

20— the Magician 
22 Gamfclng game 
vtp 

25 Wertters who ^ 
Stain goods 

26 Certain homes 

29 ice mass 
30 Maria" 

31 leer 
34 Fixed took 
38 Make marry 
’owner's 




41 Car 
ory. 

42 Bar legally 

43 Related 
ma ter n a l ly ' 

44 Eggar, «-b. 

46 Pindaric * 

47Partof o/ooT 
49 Pas* 

R 

■sfcfflr 

■"'"Wr‘^3 5*85, 

addition-. \ 
STfeK- 
26 Have*- 

. O BT WpMaiui l 

27 Bating piece 

ateninpad-g . 

: -river •• 

MActorderrteg. 

a 2E ,0f *- ^T-Se<Chh. 

potter 

2 Sound -system 37 Reurat 

8 * l ? r P«*' 39 Thwieraneas 

40 Rente period 



«»-*iie — 
JK*erfsb-_ 

68 Exchange 
■67 itfetend 
WAk* 

89 implore ' 

70 S 32T 

71 Lend — a&ve! 


nrirnn £P nn ^nnn 
nnriRn nn nn 

nnr, nnrinnn nmnnn 
Mnnnnnn 
n-nnH ™ 1 nnnn 

nnnH n «r.S nf7inn{;i nn 

nnnn nnnn 

nnnnn 

timnnHSH nnra HUH 

nnnH onnnci 

raRfin 1 Tinnnn 

L»nnn nnnn nnnnm 


48 Queen of the 


85 Venomous 

48 Stanzas • ' 

50 Gives a name 58 ~ F dhun 9 r Y 
Si. Mwga Reorder 69 Baby food 

IS ■ 

- M * c * w 64 Stout relative 



Y? 
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Jordan Tiiiius 
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In ciMi|ifra(l«n wfUl» % 

Cairo Aiiimsui M*>«k 
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markets 



Amman rxBouroiAX. Maurcxcarec 


* INI Prr jll<: 

"* Hiin'w), P Md 


Cntmirf 

NE WOK ; 

-CLOSE 

nwo: * 

• *tijost±-L 

M tiling ran ml" 

1.9275; - 

fMSS f • * 

Uniltfkv Mm k 

1.4670 

J.46I0 f '. 

! .»hi Kimc 

7. 5191. 

7.3X05 . 

f-rrmli Ftane 

4.966!? ■ 


Japanese Veil 

127.97 

1Z7.47 • 

, Knirtpeai, flirt riljr IJiul 

1.3590 

1.3155** 


UMT 




On i mrjr 

1 Mill 

jTiiriiiS 

« *mis 

IX MTUS 

U.S. JJuikir 

H 

tsm 

ran 

3.55 ■ J 

Sin line I’liiiinl 

9.93 

WM 

£2a 

10.31 

IlmlvlK Mark 

9.51 

9.75 

9.11 

9.17 

Snin Franc 


”05 — 



Firncli Franc 

9.93 

10-12 

‘ 10.1 1 

10.25 

Japanese Vm 

4.00 

" 3.17 

3.04 

3.62 

l'.m-n|,rnit C"m ■ rncj Unit 

||£1 

10.68 

fo73T 

10.62 


Irtli h iw li hU ■ «ln Iht mnum n iiindH; UX IMIm« n tfMoL 


Pfrclaul Mr tali 


Itnlfft 12/4/92 




Mrlal 


Jl*/Cin r 

Mrtnl . 

llSIWlk 

JIVUih 


347.25 

6.65 * 

JfTlrtT 

Mm 

.090 

* 11 Kaial* 

- 



j < miriirv 



lint 


UUcr 

ll_S. Ih. Mar 

0.669* 

.i 

• •0;67i.^ 

.Sir, ling t*Miiuit 

1.1867 

7.2937 

(irulwhr iUaik 


0.457? 

SmKv Franc 

0.5060 ** 

‘ 0.5035 _ 

F, tin 1, F rune 



0. 1351 

Jn|>aiicM* V.ii* 

jgggjj 

• - 

0. 5252 

1 hitch ii i tiler 

0.4057 

0.4057 

.Saclrvh Krona 

0.1253 

0.1259. 

J Italian l.ita 



0.0602 

a.0605 

UripaM "rant 

0.02205 

0.07216 


Ollirr Cnrirtitiijt 


UatmT2/4/92 


Cmmpry 

MU 

infer 

Ibkiaaii IMnnr 

7.7490 

7.7570 

l.ikmnr lira* 

.0252 

.0275 

Si*«nti llital 

0.170 

mmn 





um^iggi 

0.1830 

Eejptfcni raimil 

0.2050/ 

0.2150 t 

(loom Rival 

mmm 

1.725 

tt.lK Milam 

UQBBBf 

0.1830 

Wreck Dimbma* 

:i65o 

.3800 

("j|*rtn| I*nnmt 

1.1300 

1.1510 
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Iwtn 

1073/92 Clave 

91.8192" Clwse 


All-Share * 

147.42 

741.77 


llankinj; Srclnr 

103.65 

. 703.37 


Invaranrr Srctnr 

151.62 

750.53 


liuluslrr Scrlur 

793.77 

793.67 . 


Stnirrs See 1 nr 

182.91 

143.06 


l»n«lfcH Jl. IM m |N 


' 1 


LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling rates for 
wrfmg world currencies and gold against the dollar at nxuhcssion 
on tbe London Foreign Exchange and Bullion Markets for 
Wednesday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. ddllar 


1.923CMO 

U.S. dollars 

1.1940/45 

Paniiriiap dollar 

1.4698/703 

Deutschmarks 

L6575/85 

Guilders 

13240/50 

Swiss francs 

3033/27 

Belgian francs 

4.9760/810 

French francs 

111171112 

ItaBan fire 

127.62/67 

Japanese yen 

5.3395/445 

Swedish crowns 

5.7870/920 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6600/50 

Danish crowns 

$346.40/34630 
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ALA0DZM ZMKnmUAfl 
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gpirn m o a memxm 
jobdm mood naum iM / jwxoo 
skxzosm. carls x *zre h mbipac t ux ish 
xcus 



fauna nn. 
mum exoaxas 

JO MUCS 

pn ci 

nua 

4,153 

2.860 

2.850 

2.860 

107.828 

2.070 

2.070 

2.080 

14.088 

2*500 

2.580 

2.650 

11,010 

2.140 

2.110 

2.100 

116 

2.300 

2.120' 

2.320 

27.913 

2.170 

2.180 

2.230 

2.965 

3.0O0 

2.9T0 

2. MO 

4,513 

3.260 

3.260 

3.290 

229,70* 

1.200 

1.210 

1.250 

181,847 

1.170 

1.160 

1.230 

534,894 

3.340 

3.300 

3.420 

180.393 

4.240 

4.330 

4.4SO 

314,255 

2.740 

2.800 

2.800 

12.000 

1.500 

1.500 

1.500 

162 

1-350 

1.340 

.1.360 

5.0*0 

2.320 

2.500 

2.300 

380 

3.790 

3.800 

3.800 

4.630 

1.270 

1.270 

1.280 

54,253 

4.370 

4.370 

4.370 

38,803 

1.360 

1.370 

1.290 

3,502 

0.700 

0.680 

0.680 

86,810 

1.670 

1.660 

1.690 

19,315 

0.250 

0.250 

0.260 

950 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

24,860 

0.970 

0.970 

0.970 

3,588 

1.140 i 

- 1.140 

1.150 

8,234 

1.500 

1.500 

1.520 

15,758 

2.450 

2.450 

2.490 

79,255 

7.370 

7.350 

7.290 

11,756 

9-380 

9.400 

9.410 

12,475 

5.830 

5.790 

5.800 

1.063 

21.500 

21.250 

21.250 

757,258 

4.990 

9-tWO 

5.240 

18,369 

3.620 

3.630 

3.650 

8,910 

9.150 

B.910 

8.910 

30,167 

4.700 

4.720 

4.840 

733 

0.740 

0.730 

0.740 

17,807 

3.680 

3.600 

3.550 

13,149 

2.700 

2.610 

2.700 

502,382 

3.160 

3.170 

3.210 

290 

0.580 

0.580 

0.580 

4,0*0 

4.100 

4.060 

4.060 

19,291 

12.830 

12.850 

12.900 

3,750 

3.750 

3.750 

3.750 

13,143 

3.400 

3.400 

3.570 

3,905 

1.090 

1.110 

1.110 

45,105 

2.890 

2.890 

2.950 

7,625 

2.500 

2.500 

2.450 

29,320 

6.060 

6.060 

6.120 

514,468 

3.730 

3.710 

3.800 

55,307 

1.270 

1.270 

1.280 

805 

1.690 

1.610 

1.610 

10,243 

0.580 

0.570 

0.560 

214,874 

4.950 

5.020 

4.960 

58,388 

2.170 

2.170 

2.180 


4,337,979 
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Most Asian stocks slump, 
Nikkei at six-year low 


j 

TOKYO (R) — . Tokyo stock prices 
'closed ^ modestly lower on 
Wednesday, bringing the Nikkei 
share average once again to its 
lowest dosing level in over six 
years. 

Most other Asian share mar- 
kets also stamped, although 
prices rose in Hong Kong. Ike 
dollar ended narrowly mixed af- 
ter a day of dnll trade. 

Tokyo's Nikkei average dosed 
down 48.77 points," or 033 per 
cent,* at 14,773.79, another 77- 
month low, although some brok- 
ers tried to take heart from a 
slight rise in volume. 

An estimated 240 million 
shares were traded — still very 
low hot tbe 201 million and 199 
million on Monday and Tuesday. 

“Volume seems to be the 
bright spot of the day. Could we 
be seeing a few buyers even if 
they're not aggressive?” said 
George Nimmo of SBC! secur- 
ities. “But we shouldn’t take too 
much heart since the market is 
down.” 

Falling share prices boosted 
Tokyo yen bonds and bond fu- 
tures prices and traders said 
further gains were likely. 

“You will see some more fluc- 
tuations in yen bonds but the 
trend is dear — upward,” said 
one Japanese bank trader. 

The 129th Japanese govern- 
ment bond yield stood at 4.92 per 
cent. at 0732 GMT, well below 
Tuesday’s dose of 4.99 per cent. 

Tbe dollar ended narrowly 
mixed after a day of dull and 
directionless trading in Tokyo. 
Tuesday’s waves of doQar-buying 
intervention, -when central banks 
from IS nations bought dollars 
for marks, lent minor psycholo- 
gical support, Tokyo dealers said. 


The dollar dosed at 127.87 yen 
and 1.4680 marks in Tokyo at 
0630 GMT after emfing at 127.97 
and 1.4668 in New YoA on Tues- 
day. It opened in Tokyo at 127.95 
and 1.4662. 

Tokyo dealers said fears of 
further do liar-buying interven- 
tion for the mark limited active 
trading but added that sentiment 
for die U.S. currency remained 
bearish. 

“There is only the mark among 
world currencies that looks 
attractive for now,” said one 
Japanese dealer. 

In Sydney, a weak local dollar 
was the final straw for a nervous 
Australian share* market already 
worried about economic recov- 
ery, falls on overseas markets and 
the federal budget. 

The all ordinaries index dosed 
down 16.9 points at 1470.7 — its 
lowest dose since April 14. 

Singapore share prices ex- 
tended losses as sellers of bine 
drips resurfaced due to the uncer- 
tain outlook for major markets 
abroad, brokers said. 

At midday, the 30-share straits 
times industrial index was down 
22.13 points, or 139 per cent, to 
1370.78. 

Taiwan’s Stock Index sank 1.4 
per cent to dose 56.67 points 
lower at 3,901.61, a 19-month 
low. Brokers said Tokyo's weak- 
ness and a tight domestic money 
market dragged prices down. 

In Hong Kong, however, 
share prices rose, encouraged by 
the high p remium of index fu- 
tures to the cash market. 

The Hang Seng Index jumped 
44.88 points to 5,931.63 at mid- 
day after touching a day’s high of 
5,956.66. August index futures 
gained 21 to 5,965. 




Cinema Tel: 677420' 

CONCORD 


'Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


V.l. WARSHAWSK 
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Naked Gun 2Va 
Tha Snail of Faar 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 


Tel: 675571 


Nabil A 1 MariiiW 




Special shows for chadren at 11 am. Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 


Tel: 625155 




at 6:00 p.m. dally 
Shahrazad and Stnbad play 

A auiet comedy for all members of 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation is needed. 

The next show is: s 

(Taa* Waqaymeh) / 


AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

"Ahlan flaw World and Local 
Orders*’ 


Shows starts at 9 pan. 




U.S. , Canada, Mexico conclude free trade 
treaty, form world’s largest single market 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush said on 
Wednesday the United States, 
Mexico and Canada agreed to 
end trade barriers and form a 
continent-wide single market of 
360 millkra people that produces 
goods and services valued at S6 
trillion a year. 

“This morning, tbe United 
States, Mexico and Canada are 
announcing the completion of 
negotiates for a North American 
Free Trade Agr e ement (NAF- 
TA), Bosh said at a ceremony in 
tbe -White House Rose Garden. 

The tentative accord, which 
still needs the approval of the 
U.S. Congress as well as the 
legislatures of Mexico and Cana- 
da, was reached after 14 months 
of bargaining, the last session 
ending only hours before tbe 
White House announcement. 

Congress is expected to give 
the pact dose scrutiny, with the 
first hearings opening next 
month, just before the November 
U.S. congressional and presiden- 
tial electrons. 

Bush said the agreement will 
create jobs and generate econo- 
mic growth in all three countries 
and allow them to compete in tbe 
world market® lace. 

He said more than 600,000 
Americans are working produc- 
ing goods being sold to Mexico 
and that the total sales are ex- 
pected to increase to S44 billion. 

Trade m i nisters for the United 
States, Canada and Mexico bad 
been negotiating tbe past 10 days 
and readied agreements in princi- 
ple on all but a few sections of tbe 
sweeping plan to dismantle trad- 
ing barriers between the North 
American countries. 

The trade minis ters had been 
meeting since August 2 and their 
chief negotiators for the past 
three weeks to cry to agree on 
how fast to reduce barriers on 
products ranging from corn for 
tacos to telecommunications 
equipment. 

They aim to end barriers on 
U.S. -Mexican trade and then 
merge those lowered barriers into 
the existing U.S.-Canadian fine 
trade pact, forming a trading 
region of 360 million people pro- 
ducing $6 trillion in goods and 
services annually. 

Many tough issues have been 

settled in principle. earlier in the 

talks, with the few tough ones 
remaining on trade in textiles, tbe 
timing for ending tariffs on sensi- 
tive goods, and a mechanism to 


settle disputes arising from the 
agreement. 

Michael Baroody, a senior vice 
president of manufacturers’ 
g r oup , said that despite foe prob- 
lems free trade may pose for 
some industries, “our impression 
is that the negotiators have put 
together an extremely good 
agreement.” 

Bancns, chairman of the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee’s trade 
subcommittee, agreed with 
Baroody, from what I have 
beard, I have little quarrel with 
foe commercial substance of tbe 
NAFTA.” 

But he said foe administration 
had not done enough to shield 
strict U.S. environmental laws 
from being challenged under 
NAFTA as illcga] restraint of 
trade. He also said more must be 
done to dean up the polluted 
U.S.-Mextean border. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator William 
RnQy said NAFTA will allow 
each country to stop any import if 
it did not meet legitimate health, 
safety and environmental stan- 
dards. 

“The negotiations will result in 
foe ‘greenest’ international trade 
treaty the world has ever seen,” 
he said. 

In Canada, the free-trade 
agreement was seen as a dear 
improvement over Canada’s pre- 
sent free-trade agreement with 
the United States. 

“I think foe result., is going to 
be greater jobs, greater prosper- 
ity for Canadians,” Trade Minis- 
ter Michael Wilson said in 
Washington in an interview with 
foe Canadian CTV Broadcasting 
Network. 

Wilson made the comments 
moments before President Bush 
announced the deal. 

Wilson said Canada had met its 
objectives m the 14 months of 
negotiations that ended early 
Wednesday in Washington. 

He said tbe new pact was an 
improvement over foe Canada- 
U.S. free-trade deal, fadwKti g a 
better system for settling trade 
disputes and clearer roles for car 
plants in Canada such as Honda's 
Ontario operation which had run 
afoul of U.S. customs. 

“AD in all we have a very good 
agreement here,” said Wilson, 
who has been in Washington 
since Ang. 2. 

The agreement produced 
mixed reactions in Mexico with 
some economists welcoming it 


and others ex pre ssi ng doubts. 

Alejandro Quiroz, a board 
member of foe Merican Free 
Trade Action Network, said his 
group’s studies indicate the treaty 
mil mean only a minor increase 
in Mexican wages while banning 
those in the United States. 

While studies indicate it will 
create new jobs, he said, it is also 
expected to bankrupt thousands 
of small businesses here, throw- 
ing their employees out of work. 
He said there should be ways to 
cope with that dislocation. 

He said environmental protec- 
tions in the agreement appear to 
have “a propaganda character” 
and were only optional, rather 
than mandatory on tbe three gov- 
ernments. 

Experts predict that NAFTA 
would mean overall long-range 
stability for Mexico, but initially 
at foe cost of some Mexican jobs. 

Mexico will probably suffer foe 
most in the short run, Jose 
Romero, an economist at the 
prestigious think tank Colegip de 
Mexico, said in an interview. 

“But in the long run, it will 
have a stable market for its ex- 
ports regardless of political 
changes in foe three countries,” 
he said. 

About 90 per cent of Mexico’s 
industries are small, said Pablo 
Cuellar, an economost with Mon- 
terrey’s Chamber of Commerce. 
He said many are not ready to 
face stiff competition from north 
of the border. 

“Many (of these) Mexican 
businesses will simply disappear” 
under the onslaught of American 
and Canadian companies armed 
with technology and money, be 
said. 

Cuellar said the government 
must provide small businesses 
with favourable credit and loans 
to give them a chance of surviv- 
ing. Mexico's newly privatized 
bulks generally have not done so, 
he said. 

The pact has also raised con- 
cern that more American jobs 
would be shifted south of foe 
border by U.S. companies look- 
ing to pay lower wages. 

Mexican president Carlos Sali- 
nas de Gortari has said the North 
American Free TradeAgreement 
should force Mexican industry to 
modernise and compete on equal 
footing with developed nations. 

Trade and business officials say 
some Mexican industries such as 
cement, glass and probably steel 
likely will prosper under the 


agreement. Higher-tech indus- 
tries, where Mexico is fairly new, 
could suffer at first. 

Romero said foe pact should 
eventually reduce foe number of 
Mexicans going to the United 
States in search of work. 

Jorge Casteneda, a prominent 
columnist and political science 
professor at the National Auton- 
omous University, called the 
agreement too market-oriented. 

“It’s a hyper-conservative 
Reagan-Bush treaty,” be said, 
noting that labour and environ- 
mental issues were being left to 
market forces. 

“The market must decide 
whether or not it is convenient to 
pollute Mexico. Die market must 
decide whether or not there wfll 
be higher wages,” be said. 

The border area has suffered 
heavily from pollution from ma- 
quiladoras, foreign-owned plants 
that use cheap Mexican labour to 
assemble goods then ship them 
back to foe United States. 

Private consultant Guillermo 
Suarez, who advises American 
and Canadian companies, pre- 
dicted Mexico’s low wage struc- 
ture would rise. Many factory 
workers earn the equivalent of 
about S5 a day. 

“Some people are making in- 
vestments on the assumptions of 
low wages,” he said. “But wages 
are improving and there is a move 
into fringe benefits." 

Hundreds of tbousands of 
Mexicans have swarmed to bor- 
der cities in search of maquila- 
dora jobs. Most live in squalid 
buts with no running water, 
drainage or electricity. 

Victor Zuniga, head of Mon- 
terrey's Colegio de La Frontera 
Norte, a think tank, says the free 
trade agreement could leave the 
border neglected despite a $3 
billion agreement between Mex- 
ico and foe United States to dean 
it up. 

The United States is by far 
Mexico's and Canada's biggest 
trading partner, and Mexico is 
gradually displacing Japan as tbe 
United . States’ leading trading 
partner after Canada. 

Mexico's biggest problem may 
be that the peso is overvalued — 
some, say by as much as 14 per 
cent- — against foe dollar. That; 
makes Mexico's exports less com- 
petitive, and makes foreign-made- 
goods cheaper for Mexicans. ; 

This has helped reduce infla-; 
tion. but it puts Mexican industry 
at a disadvantage. 


Kuwait squeezes spending 
to cut budget deficit 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, 
bouyed by its resurgent oil indus- 
try, has squeezed government 
spending for the coating fiscal 
year to cut the budget deficit by 
more th an half. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla Al-Rodhan told a news 
conference on Tuesday the gov- 
ernment projected a deficit- of 
1.78 billion Kuwaiti dinars ($6.35 
billion) in year 1992/93. 

In the year ending June, 1992, 
the deficit stood at about 5.33 
billion dinars ($19.03 billion). 

Revenues, based largely on 
current oil production of 13 mil- 
lion barrels per day and rising, 
would increase to 2.22 billion 
dinars ($7.93 billion) from about 
870 million dinars (S3.12 billion) 
in 1991/92, when oil flowed at 
only a trickle. 

Kuwait’s oil industry was de- 
vastated daring foe war in the 
Gulf. 

Rodhan said spending would 
drop to four billion dinars ($1438 
billion) from an estimated 63 
billion ($22.14 billion) in 1991/92. 

Kuwait, once almost prodigal 
with its ofl wealth and enormous 
financial assets, has rebuilt rapid- 
ly since the end of foe costly war 
but has had to tighten its belt. 

“If we bad taken the (spend- 
ing) figures ministries produced, 
we would have arrived at about 
53 billion dinars,” Rodhan told 
reporters. 

“On studying them at the fi- 


nance nrinistry, re-evaluating our 
priorities and the financial cir- 
cumstances the state has been 
subjected to ... we arrive at four 
trillion dinars.” 

Non-recurring war costs, fisted 
in the budget under “various ex- 
penses,” fell to 2.21 trillion dinars 
in 1992/93 from 43 bQfion dinars 
in 1991/92. 

Rodhan said Kuwait had li- 
quidated some overseas assets to 
spend over $40 billion as a result 
of Iraq’s occupation, but declined 
to give figures for the net worth of 
Kuwait’s remaining portfolio. 

Oil represented over 90 per 
cent of budget revenues, be said. 
Investment income is not listed in 
foe budget. 

Rodhan said the government 
intended to sell shares in most of 
66 local companies which its in- 
vestment arm the Kuwait invest- 
ment authority held stakes in to 
foe private sector as part of its 
privatisation policy. He gave no 
further details. 

The government had allotted 
270 million dinars for the font 
part of a scheme to buy over $20 
billion of debts from local banks, 
be said. 

Rodhan confirmed that Span- 
ish businessman Javier de la Rosa 
had sent offeres to buy Kuwait's 
troubled holding company in 
Spain, Grnpo Torres Sa, for ab- 
out $23 billion, but said de la 
Rosa had withdrawn on being 
pressed for further details. 


CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA COROLLA, 1984 model, navy blue, in good 
condition, duty unpaid, 1300cc. 

Please call 843555 
Ext 3992 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid 1987 Nissan Blue Bird, goldish grey, full power; 
stereo; electrical windows; sun roof, central lock; healing system 
seals. 

Price US$6,800 

Please call 680745, between 830 am until 4:00 p.m. for 
more information. 


FOR RENT 

A two-storey building, located in Um Uthaina 
neighbourhood, is offered tor rent, preferably to 
a diplomatic mission. 

Please call tel. 821141, Mr. Ismail Maraqa. 


Trading resumes on 
Shenzhen market after riots 


SHENZHEN, China (R) — 
Trading on China's turbulent 
Shenzhen Stock Exchange re- 
sumed on Wednesday after a 
half-day suspension following 
riots over alleged corruption in 
share allocations. 

Li Xingfa, an exchange official, 
said trading in both ‘A’ shares for 
Chinese investors! and ‘B’ shares 
for foreign investors resumed at 9 
a.m. (0100 GMT). 

Afternoon trading was sus- 
pended on Tuesday after a night 
of street riots by investors from 
across China who foiled to get 
any of the five million share 
market lottery tickets which went 
on sale at the weekend. 

Police fired shots into foe air 
and used tear-gas as angry crowds 


attacked police and set cars 
ablaze. 

Local authorities, desperate of 
restore order, issued half-B-mfl- 
lion new share tickets on Tuesday 
night. 

At least four trucks with riot 
troops were seen heading north 
on Wednesday moraiiig, prob- 
ably back to their barracks. - 

The streets were now empty of 
the hundreds of thousands of 
people who flooded into the 
southern boom town at the 
weekend for a chance to invest in 
foe fledgling bourse. 

All that remained were piles of 
rubbish, mostly broken plastic 
bottles and sboes lost by their 
owners in foe sweaty scrum of the 
past four days. 


Strike closes businesses in Chad 


N’DJAMENA (R) — Private 
businesses closed down in Chad 
and many government workers 
stayed away from work on 
Wednesday after the country's 
trade unions called a three-day 
strike to protest against govern- 
ment austerity measures. 

The trade union movement, 
protesting against government 
plans to slash civil servant num- 
bers, cut wages and raise taxes, 
called on workers to observe the 
strike at a Tuesday meeting. 

Union officials raid the strike 
was a partial success. Some work- 


ers appeared to have been 
swayed by an appeal by the 
Secretary of State for Public 
Works Tchari Main a Affono, 
asking them to stay at work while 
foe government, management 
and unions tried to find a solu- 
tion. 

Qiadian President Idriss Deby 
on Monday called on foe public 
to accept the austerity measures, 
raying there was no way the 
country could continue to pay for 
its over-manned army and civil 
service. 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 677171 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT & VILLA 
FOR RENT 

The apartment consists of 2 bedrooms, living, sitting & dining 
rooms. With separate central & solar heating & telephone 
available now. 

The villa is available after one month. 

Please call 848182/846590 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Nicely furnished ground floor apartmeni 
located in Jabal Amman Fifth Circle, c 
bedrooms (one master), two living, dining 
room, large kitchen, maid’s room, 3 bath- 
rooms and garage. 

For more Information, please call: 

816072 
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On eve of ll.N. vote, Serbs allow 
women, children out of Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (AP) — With the 
United Nations about to vote on 
■ using force to ensure aid gets to' 
besieged supporters of Bosnia’s 
government, Serb military lead- 
ers are suddenly making concilia- 
tory gestures. 

There is no indication, howev- 
er, that Serbian forces intend to 
ease op on their campaign of 
driving out majority Muslims and 
Croats through what has become 
known as “ethnic deansing. '* 

United Nations officials re- 
ported Tuesday that 28,000 peo- 
ple, mostly ethnicMuslims, were 
being forced from their homes in 
northwestern Bosnia in the 
largest such operation of the 5- 
montb-old civil war. 

At the same time, the Serbs 
besieging Sarajevo announced 
that they would guarantee mothers 
and children safe passage out 
of the capital. More than 300 
women and children gathered 
Wednesday under the echo of 
sniper fire to be evacuated. 

Ibro Melic, 49, said Goodbye 
to his 5-year-old Adrian as a 
manifest of those who were to 
board the buses was read. 

“He is going to Vienna and I'm 
going to tiie front line," said Mr. 
Melic. “This could be the last 
time I see him." 

“I don't really want to go be- 
cause my father is wounded," 
said 9-year-old Miramar Vaires, a 
refugee from eastern Bosnia like 
many of tire others waiting for 
evacuation. “But I can't take the 
whistling of bullets in my ears.” 


Muainer and his . family had been 
living in the basement of a bouse 
belonging to HaHma Podtric. 

“Hiving underground sucks the 
souls out 'of these kids,” Ms. 
Podtric said. “It is almost worse 
than death.” 

Five buses were to leave 
Sarajevo Wednesday under the 
protection of U.N. armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, said Ejub Cehic, 
an official with the private aid 
group Children’s Embassy. Three 
of fbe buses were to travel to Au- 
stria and the other two were to go 
to Croatia. 

Sarajevo came under heavy 
shelling overnight from Serb posi- 
tions around the capital. One 
shell struck in front of Bosnian 
Defence Headquarters late Tues- 
day, wounding three people, offi- 
cials said. 

Earlier Tuesday, the self-styled 
parliament of the republic that 
Serbs have proclaimed inside 
Bosnia pledged not to impede 
humanitarian convoys and to 
open detention camps for inspec- 
tion. 

International outrage has 
mounted in recent weeks as the 
world was exposed to images of 
toddlers killed trying to flee 
Sarajevo and the emaciated in- 
mates in Serb-run detention 
camps, where torture and execu- 
tions are allegedly common. 

But Western powers are reluc- 
tant to comm it military forces in 
seeking an end to end a war 
rooted in complicated, centuries- 
old ethnic rivalries and being 


fought in rugged, forested terrain 
ideal with guerrilla tactics. 

As the U.N. Security Council 
prepared to vote Thursday on the 
force authorisation. Western 
military leaders cautioned that 
any attempt to .force an end to 
fighting would require hundreds 
of thousands of troops. 

NATO contingency plans calls 
for at least 5,000 to 10.000 sol- 
diers to open a land corridor to 
the capital to truck in food and 
medicine. But some military ex- 
perts say far more would be 
required. 

During a Senate hearing in 
Washington Tuesday, a repre- 
sentative of tiie joint chiefs of 
staff. Ll Gen. Barry K. MacAf- 
frey, said 60,000 to 120,000 
troops would be needed to ensure 
the delivery of aid. 

And he said 400,000 troops 
would be needed if the West 
decided to try to force an uneasy 
peace — an alternative he coun- 
seled against. 

Maj. Gen. Lewis MacKenzie of 
Canada, who led the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Sarajevo 
for five months, fold the bearing 
that international military in- 
tervention would only “escalate 
the fighting and more people will 
be lolled.” 

Nevertheless, the Senate fol- 
lowed the House in backing the 
U.N. proposal. 

The bus trip was made possible 
under an agreement Tuesday be- 
tween a Serb officer and a repre- 
sentative of Children's Embassy. 


The arrangement could eventual- 
ly provide safe passage to teas of 
thousands of foe city’s 400,000 
residents. 

U.N. forces were to escort the 
convoy. A week ago, two of 50 
children being evacuated by the 
group were shot and killed, and 
nine other children were removed 
from a bus by Serb forces. 

In its statement promising to 
cooperate with the United Na- 
tions, the self-styled Serb parlia- 
ment asked for U.N. guidance on 
what steps were needed to “avoid 
military intervention and the 
bloodshed that would accompany 
it-'’ 

C-sita against military interven- 
tion also came from the govern- 
ment of Yugoslavia, now made 
up only of Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro. 

The United Nations has 
already imposed sanctions on 
Serbia for backing Serb com- 
batants in Bosnia. 

The threat of force appeared to 
be discouraging Serb fighters 
from blocking aid to Bosnia, at 
least for the moment. In Geneva, 
Sylvan a Foa, spokeswoman for 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees, said overland deliver- 
ies by U.N. convoys were sud- 
denly becoming easier. 

The report on the latest “ethnic 
cleansing” operation came from 
the U.N. officials in Zagreb, 
Croatia. 

Lais Nielsen, a field coordina- 
tor for the U.N. refugee agency, 
said the operation was taking 



Basafan rdtagee cUdrea wait in a sports had hi Karlovac, Croatia, to 
be taken elsewhere in Europe. 


place in four towns in the so- 
called Bihac enclave, a mostly 
M uslim area in northwest Bosnia 
that is surrounded by Serbs. 

In another development, a ha- 
man rights group based in Ger- 
many accused Serbs of executing 


and torturing civilians in prison 
camps in northern Bosnia. 

The International Society for 
Human Rights said “thousands 
may have been killed in camps in 
Prijedor and Foca, where execu- 
tions are occu rrin g on a drily 
basis.” 


Shevardnadze vows to fight rebels in Georgia 


MOSCOW (R) — Georgian lead- 
er Eduard Shevardnazde 
Wednesday cast aside hopes of 
reconciliation with rebels who 
kidnapped his interior minister 
and said it is time to fight the 
“forces of evil,” in Georgia. 

Armed men broke into peace 
talks in the rebel western city of 
.Zugdidi and snatched Interior 
Minister Roman Zventsadze, Mr. 
Shevardnadze's national security 
aide and five other officials, as 
wellas foe head of the Zogfodi 
administration. 

- Local journalists said Mr. She- 
vardnadze told a meeting of foie 
ruling State Council Wednesday 
' that foe kidnappings were “ter- 
rorist handjtism.” Western Geor- 
gia is the centre of support for 
ousted former President Zviad 
.Gamsakhurdia- 

“I think that right now foe 
> question of to be or not to be,’ 
whether good or evil wBl win out, 
will be resolved,” he said earlier. 
“I wifi work with you and fight to 
overcome the forces of evil.” 

The State Council resolved to 


take all possible measures to res- 
tore order in the insurgent west 
and to release foe hostages. 
Georgian police issued an ultima- 
tum to foe rebels, local radio 
said. 

The police said they would free 
foe hostages themselves, opening 
fire on anyone who got in the 
way, if all foe captives were not 
released by 9 a.m. Thursday. 

Bitterly disappointed that a re- 
conciliation plan he had 
announced Tuesday lay tn tatters 
after foe kidnapping, Mr. She- 
vardnadze said in a midnight 
address to foe nation: 

"Since I returned to Georgia, I 
have not nsed tins word, bat now I 
will say it for the first time — for 
ns to declare ‘battle’ against our 
enemies, against the enemies and 
betrayers of Georgia. Support us 
in this." 

Former Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Shevardnadze, who returned 
to ran his native Georgia earlier 
this year, has made it a priority to 
reestablish order and moderation 
in a country uvea by nationalist 


and political passions. 

“Do not take it as sentimeai- 
(ty but this seems to me ... a 
defeat, my personal defeat, since 
T deceived myself. I did not assess 
realistically foe forces fighting 
against Georgia,” said Mr. She- 
vardnadze, once . the republic’s 
co mm u nis t boss. 

“Everywhere in Georgia we 
need foe rule of law, and in 
everything. To achieve this we 
will use troops and police and 
military equipment. I wain every- 
one, everyone who has not yet 
•banished evil thoughts from his 
bead — think again before it's too 
late.” 

Mr. Gamsakhuidia was ousted 
and fled Georgia in January after 
a bloody siege by liberals in the 
capital, Tbilisi. He headed to the 
neighbouring Chechen Republic 
but later briefly returned to fight 
for power from his western base 
and was defeated. ' 

In June, his su p p o rters seized 
Tbilisi's television centre and 
announced Mr. Shevardnadze had 
been deposed. Government 
forces overwhelmed them within 


hours. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said he 
blamed himself for believing his 
Tuesday peace initiative could 
work, after the rebels had kid- 
napped deputy Prime Minister 
Alexander Kavsadze in western 
Georgia in early July. He has still 
not been set free. * 

“I was sincere when I offered 
foe people foe (reconciliation) 
manifesto. X saw in it a way out of 
the crisis foe country is in. 

“I knew (the rebels) were full 
of fll-wfll and capable of any- 
thing, but my understanding was 
that malice has its limits. Their 
malice seems to be limitless. That 
was my mistake.” 

He said he had offered to 
resign as head of the ruling State 
Council but his colleagues had 
refused foe offer. 

The State Council ruled Tues- 
day that armed guards would 
patrol freight and passenger 
trains in foe west of foe country, 
which have fallen victim to a 
crime wave netting robbers about 
nine billion roubles (S56 million). 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.K. deports Yugoslav refugees 

LONDON (AP) — Britain has deported 36 refugees from foe 
former Yugoslavia to other Western countries, where they first 
sought asylum, the Home Office said Wednesday. The United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees called on Britain to stop 
foe deportations. Since Jan. 24 refugees have been returned to 
Belgium, five to Germany, two to Italy, Austria and Turkey and 
one to foe United States, said a spokeswoman at the Home 
Office, the cabinet department responsible for immigration 
issues. “The U.K., in the spirit of international burden-sharing, 
should refrain from third country removals,” said UNHCR 
spokeswoman Nanda Na Champasak. Opposition lawmakers also 
demanded a halt to the policy of returning refugees to countries 
where they first sought asylum. A Home Office spokeswoman 
said under the European Community’s Dublin Convention 
refugees most seek asylum only in the country where they first 
fled. 

Vietnam urged to drop communism 

•HANOI (R) — Vietnamese intellectuals have been urging foe 
ruling Communist Party to drop its Marxist ideology and allow 
greater freedom of expression, a prominent academic said 
Wednesday. Phan Dinh Dieu, foe deputy bead of the National 
Centre for Scientific Research, said be had urged foe party chief. 
Do Much, to accept more political openness and drop irrelevant 
ideology. Mr. Dieu said that at one meeting with Mr. Do Muoi 
last year, the two of them spent more than three hours discussing 
his petition blaming sodafism for ruining the economy. “I told 
Mr. Do. Muoi: 1 hope you can transform the Communist Party 
from a party of dictatorship to a party of leadership in a 
democratic society, ”* Mr. Dieu said. Mr.Dien, a 55-year-old 
mathematician, said most members of the Communist Party no 
longer believed in communism. Intellectuals were now urging the 
party to recast itself as a patriotic or nationalist party, be said, 
adding that foe present Communist Party was more popular than 
sister parties in the old Soviet bloc because of its original struggle 
against French colonialism. 

CIA director ordered to testify 

WASHINGTON (AP) — CIA Director Robert Gates most 
testify at former spymaster Clair George’s criminal trial because 
be is “up to his eyeballs” in knowledge about the Iran-contra 
affair, a federal judge ruled. U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth 
denied a government bid to throw out a defence subpoena seeking 
Mr. Gates’ testimony. The prosecution rested its case against Mr. 
George earlier in the day, and foe defence presented its first 
witness. “There were only two people above Mr. George (at the 
CIA) and one of them is dead,” Judge Lamberth said, referring to 
foe late CIA Director William Casey. “What Mr. Gates knows or 
knew can be very critical to Mr. George’s defence.” Mr. Gates 
was deputy director of Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) during 
much of the time at issue in foe case. Mr. George, foe former No. 
3 CIA official in charge of all overseas spy operations, is charged 
with lying and covering up his knowledge of the Iran-contra affair. 
Some witnesses have testified that Mr. Gates was involved in a 
number of discussions about foe Reagan administration’s secret 
arms sales to Iran in 1986. 

Il dle In China helicopter crash 

PEKING (R) — Authorities revised the death toll in Tuesday’s 


helicopter crash in China to 15 after a Chinese stewardess 
previously counted as dead was found to be alive in hospital, the 
Japanese embassy said Wednesday. The helicopter was carrying 
17 of the 20 staff members of a small Japanese building comapuy, 
Toyo Kasetsu Kogyo, on a tour to the Great Wall- An embassy 
official said they were now sure that 15 people died in the crash — 
10 Japanese and five Chinese. Eight Japanese and one Chinese 
escaped, some of them with serious injuries. In addition to the 17 
Japanese tourists on board there was a Japanese tour agent and 
six C h inese, including the crew and foe accompanying guide. 

Perot: U.S. left PoWs in Indochina 

WASHINGTON (R) — Texas billionaire Ross Perot has told a 
Senate panel he was convinced die United States left some 
servicemen in Communist hands after the Vietnam War and that 
officials had tried to cover it up for two decades. In long-awaited 
testimony, Mr. Perot, who upset U.S. election-year politics 
before dropping a possible independent presidential ran, blasted 
“federal employ ees who have covered up, dissembled and 
finessed this issue for 20-somfr-odd years. There is no question in 
my mind that we left people behind and we left people in Loas 
and I think I can prove it,” Mr. Perot told foe Select Committee 
on PoW/MlA (Prisoner of War/Missing In Action) Affairs. Mr. 
Perot has been closely involved with the PoW issue since 1969, 
when be made the first of several trips to South East Asia on 
behalf of U.S. prisoners. He made his last trip to Hanoi in 1987, 
after which be wrote to foen-President Ronald Reagan that “the 
evidence that men were held in Laos is substantial?” 

Colombia offers $1.4m for Escobar capture 

BOGOTA, Colobmia (AP) — The government Tuesday offered 
a reward of a billion pesos — more than S1.4 million for help in 
finding fugitive cocaine baron Pablo Escobar, An intensive but 
so-fer fruitless manhunt is under way for Mr. Escobar, foe 
billionaire bead of foe Medellin drug cartel. He, his brother' 
•Roberto and eight associates fled their luxurious, custom-made 
prison near Me d e l l in on July 22. “We guarantee absolute secrecy 
regarding foe identity of those who offer information,” author- 
ities promised in an advertisement delivered to newspapers for 
publication Wednesday. The ad carries a photograph of the 
mustachioed Escobar beneath, in fange letters, the phrase “se 
busca,” or “wanted.” It urged anyone with information on Mr 
Escobar’s whereabouts to telephone or write. It supplied a 
toll-free phone number and a post office box number. A 
buhOD-peso reward is sure to prove temp ting in a country where 
foe average blue-collar worker makes perhaps 150,000 pesos, or 
S215, a mouth. 

Ukraine, CIS command resume fleet row 

KIEV (R) — Ukraine and Commonwealth navy com mande rs 
have traded accusations over the Black Sea Fleet, each side 
accusing the other of violating an agreement on how to divide up 
the 380-ship force. The sniping undermined the accord readied 
tins month over one of foe major irritants between Ukraine and 
Russia, foe two most p ro mine nt members of the 11-nation 
Commonwealth. The Ukrainian Navy’s press office accused^ 
pro-Moscow fleet officers of “ p rom otin g the idea that fbe fleet is 
indivisible and subordinate to the joint Commonwealth Armed 
Forces Command.” 


French radioman shot in 
Cambodian helicopter attack 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Four rifle 
shots fired from the jungle floor 
hit a U.N. helicopter flying over 
central Cambodia Tuesday night 
wounding foe aircraft’s French 
radioman. 

The attack on foe French Puma 
helicopter took place a few 
kilometres north of Siem Reap, a 
spokesman for foe U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC) told reporters 
Wednesday. 

The French airman suffered 
what was described as a moderate 
wound to foe lower abdomen. 

The helicopter was flying a 
resupply mission to a night fram- 
ing operation when it was hit. 

U.N. officers have blamed such 
attacks in foe past on Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas. The Khmer 
Rouge have balked at foe dis- 
armament phase of a peace plan 
they signed in Paris last October. 

This was foe eight time an 
UNTAC helicopter has been hit 
by small-arms fire, hot was the 
first time an UNTACT airman 
has been wounded in such an 
attack. 

Information about ce wound- 
ed airman’s identity was not 


made public. 

Meanwhile, Japanese military 
officers dressed in business suits 
arrived in Cambodia Wednesday 
to plan the deployment of the 
first troops to be sent overseas by 
Tokyo since World War IL 

“This time we came here to see 
bow and where,” Jno Haji, an 
official of Japan’s new Interna- 
tional Peace Cooperation Office 
and bead of the second planning 
delegation to visit Cambodia, 
told reporters at Phnom Penh’s 
Ponchenttibg Interna tioal Air- 
port. 

Japan is expected to send be- 
tween 500 and 700 engineers to 
rebuild roads and bridges in a 
country wrecked by more than 
two decades of political tnrmoO 
and war. 

They will join more than 
15,000 Bokheis from other na- 
tions already deployed under foe 
banner of the U.N. Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC). 

Twenty-two military officers 
accompanied Mr. Haji’s delega- 
tion, all but one stepping off foe 
airliner from Bangkok in business 
suits. 


S. African 

democracy 

process 

gathers 

pace 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — *5* 
South African government has 
had an unprecedented meeting 
with foe blade nutitanTPan-Afn- 
camst Congress (FAC), adding 
impetus to the process of transi- 
tion to multi-racial democracy. 

Both sides said the late-night 
session between four members of 
the government and senior P AC 
officials, foe first official high- 
level meeting of its land inside 
South Africa, was a promi sing 
step in widening dialogue on the 
country’s future. 

“It went well. We would say 
there arc general points of agree- 
ment — that we should democra- 
tise foe country," PAC Foreign 
Affair s Director Gera Ebrahim 
told Reuters. 

After the meeting at a Johan- 
nesburg airport hotel ended early 
Wednesday Constitutional 
Affairs Munster Roelf Meyer told 
reporters there was more com- 
mon ground than dissension and 
another round was planned for 
Aug. 18 in Pretoria. 

The government had contacts 
in Nigeria earlier tins year with 
the PAC, which has refused to 
take part in 19-party talks begun 
last Dec em ber on a multi-racial 
constitution. 

“The meeting effectively eased 
foe PACs entry into tile negotia- 
tions process,” the Star newspap- 
er said in a commentary. 

Ebrairim said the PAC still saw 
the multi-party negotiating fenum 
as undemocratic and there could 
be no progress without an elected 
constituent assembly to map out 
the path to democracy. But foe 
PAC was willing to speak to the 
“white regime”. 

“This was not a meeting to 
rope ns into that negotiating 
forum. But we are open to nego- 
tiating modalities,” he said. 

The PAC, a Socialist move- 
ment winch demands white set- 
tiers restore to blacks the land 
they have taken oyer foe past 300 
years, walked out of preliminary 
talks on Democ rac y last Novem- 
ber, shattering a shaky affiance 
with Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANQ. 

The power-sharing talks, 
known as the Convention for a 
Democratic Sooth Africa 
(CODESA), foundered in May 
when the ANC and the govern- 
ment reached deadlock on corati- 
totional proposals. 

Mr. Mandela withdrew from 
CODESA after at least 43 blades 
were massacred on June 17 at 
Botpatong. He accused President 
F.W. De Klerk of bad faith and 
condoning township violence. 


Republicans ax tax'mistake,’ 
crush abortion-rights minority 


HOUSTON (AP) — Conserva- 
tive Republicans bowed to White 
House pressure and axed a sec- 
tion of the party platform that 
asserted the 1990 tax increase 
signed by President George Bosh 
was a “mistake.” 

“Republicans believe that the 
taxes insisted on by Democrats in 
foe 1990 budget agreement were 
recessionary,” the platform reads 
in its new form. 

Rep. Vin Weber, a Minnesota 
Republican who sponsored foe 
“mistake” language that had 
been adopted Monday, dismissed 
Tuesday's revisions as “one or 
two cosmetic changes mate 
some people feel better.” 

But die two-day flap {nomin- 
ated the lasting political damag e 
caused when Mr. Bush violated 
his 1988 campaign pledge of “no 
new taxes” and the anger it 
aroused among conservatives. 

“This is no small matter,” Mr. 
Weber said. “The 1990 tax in- 
crease in foe biggest problem 
facing this president and foe Re- 
publican Party." 

Some believed the biggest 
problem faring the party is its 
uncompromising opposition to 
abortion. But the abortion-rights 
wing was crashed by a family 
values panel Monday and again 
Tuesday by the full 107-member 
Platform. Committee that is fina- 
lising foe party’s 1992 statement 
of philosophy. 

A move to excise all refe re nces 
to abortion - — including support 
for a constitutional amendment 
that would ban it — was defeated 
84-16 after an emotional debate. 

“I hope that we can delete this 
from the platform so we can all 
work together. We are afl Repub- 
licans. We are all for President 
Bush,” said Vivian Petura, the 
New Mexico delegate who spon- 
sored the amendment. 

But Howard Callaway of Col- 
orado countered that “on ths 
issue, politically, yon oust be 
consistent. You cannot move 
from one side to another.” 


Added Carol WdJs of South 
Carolina: “If we give in on this, 
we might as well be Democrats.” 

Mr. Bush has said- it was a 
mistake to sign foe deficit-reduc- 
tion agreem ent that raised taxes. 
Conservatives argued the intitial 
phrasing of the tax amendment 
only repeated what Mr. Bush had 
said himself. 

But Charles Black, a senior 
strategist for the Bush campaign, 
said foe plank was “not quite in 
sync” with what the campaign 
had in mind. Though Mr. Weber 
insisted foe “mistake” lan guage 
was not aimed at the president, 
Mr. Black suggested it was a tittle* 
too pointed. 

“I have not beard other Re- 
pubticans come out and say they 
made a mistake,” he said dryly. 

The Bush campaign initially 
sent signals that the amendment 
was acceptable to them. But Mr. 
Black said Tuesday that be was 
not aware of its precise langwagR 
abead of time. 

Meanwhile, President Bush 
said Tuesday be would offer love 
and rapport if one of Us grand- 
children were homosexual, but 
said be (fid not consider it “air 
app rop ria te lifestyle.” 

■ Mr- Bash was asked about fate 
issue an interview broadcast on 
the television programme Date- 
line: NBC winch also touched on 
'the p re si de nt' s views on abortion. 

Reporter Stone Phillips raised 
-the question after noting that 
some considered tire Bush cam- 
paign’s emphasis on “family 
values” to be an indirect conde- 
mnation of other ways of life. 

“Let me ask you this, if in a few 
years (a grandchild) came to you 
... and said Tm gay V" Phfflips 
asked. 

*Td put my arm around him 
andl would hope be didn’t go out; 
and try to convince people that 
tins was foe normal lifestyle, , that 
tins was an appropriate lifestyle, 
that tins was the way it ought to 
be,” Mr. Bush responded. 

“But, you know, for me, I 


think die Bible teaches compas- 
sion and love. 

“... I would say, T hope yon 
wouldn’t become an advocate for 
a lifestyle that in my view is not 
normal and propore marriages of 

— same-sex marriages — as a 
normal way of life. I don’t favour 
that." 

Presklent Bosh Tuesday ac- 
cused reporters of pmsmng “pru- 
rient interests” with unfair ques- 
tions about his possible sexual 
i nfide l iti es and thre a t en ed to halt 
an interview when foe subject 
came up. 

Mr. Bush said the media 
needed to discipline themselves. 
Earlier be responded angrily 
when asked by a Cable News 
Network repo r te r about allega- 
tions in a new book that he bad 
an affair with an aide while be 
was vice president. 

He ajro t hrea te n ed to cut off an 
NBC interview broadcast in 
prime time when tile subject was 
raised again. 

- . “I don’t think ifs fair,” Mr. 
Bush said in tire interview at his 
white house office. “It perpetu- 
ates sleaze.” 

"After yean of public service 
and a vexy happy marriage, I am 
hit fay a wave of questions tike 
yours,”' hp told Stone Philips 
who had asked if he “ever had an 
affair.** p ro mp tin g Mr. Bush to 
warn: “This interview might 
cod.” 

'Tm not going to take any 
sleaze questions,” Mr. Bush re- 
plied- *T gave yon a 5ttk warn- 
ing. You see, you’re perpetuating 
tire sleaze by even asking the 
question, to say nothing of asking 
ft in foe Oval Office, and I don’t 
think you ought to do that and 
I'm not going to answer foe ques- 
tion.” 

“I should think you’d be a little 
ashamed of yourself because ... it 
just biags down the political pro- . 
. cos,” sah) Mr. Bush, who de- 
scribed the motivation of tire 
question as “what they caB pru- 
rient interest.” 


Police probe 

prince’s role in 
hockey game fight 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Police are investigating allega- 
tions that a hockey-playing 
Malaysian prince knocked the 
goalkeeper of a rival team uncon- 
scious after losing a match. A 
police spokesman said Moham- 
mad Setvaraja Mohammad Velio 
filed a complaint claiming he was 
beaten up by Tunku Majid Idris, 
foe second son of the Sultan of 
Johor, in the town of Jobor 
Bahru last month. Mohammad 
Setvaraja was playing for the 
northern state of Ferak in the 
Malaysia Games' hockey finals 
against Johor, led by Tunku 
Majid. Local newspapers re- 
ported that Tunku Majid slapped 
and kicked Mohammad Selvaraja 
until he was unconscious after foe 
match, which Perak won. 
Malaysia’s deputy inspector- 
general of police, Abdul Rahim 
Mohammad Noor, told reporters 
police were investigating foe 
alleged incident and would report 
to me attorney-general, the gov- 
ernment’s top lawyer. A Malay- 
sian Hockey Federation official 
said Tunku Majid would be ban- 
ned from future matches if found 
guflty. 

Man drives car into 
Parliament House 

CANBERRA (AP) — -A man 
crashed his four-wheel-drive 
vehicle through parliament's 
main entrance Wednesday, trig- 
gering a security alert and eva- 
cuation. Senate President Kerry 
Sibraa told foe Associated Press 
that police found a loaded 12- 
gauge sawn-off shotgun and 
ammunition in the Mitsubishi Pa- 
jero. Witnesses said the vehicle 
damaged a front glass door as it 


sped across the building’s 
crowded lobby. It continued for 
another 60 metres, reading hun- 
dreds of tourists, students and 
office workers scurrying before 
coming to a screeching halt in foe 
bidding’s marble-clad great hall, 
nsed for banquets and receptions. 
The male driver. 58. from the 
outback dty of Broken Hill. 700 
kilometres (435 miles) & foe 
northwest of Canberra, surren- 
dered peacefully to stfurity 
guards. No one was hurt' 

Boy plays for a 
week while mother 
dies on floor 

LONDON (R) — A 12-year-old 
London schoolboy left his mother 
dying on foe floor for a week 
while telling neighbours she was 
“out” and relishing his new- 
found freedom. “This is a totally 
bizarre story,” coroner Dr. John 
Burton said ruling that the 45- 
year-old woman, who was not 
named, died of natural causes. 
Doctors said she suffered a 
stroke. Dr. Burton said she 
“would have died anyway” bur 
that she had Iain unattended in 
her house for a week before 

son^ daimstirai she was“just up 
the road” and burst into foe 
bouse in Acton. West London. 
The boy told one friend who 
noticed the body that it was a 
blcrw-up dummy his father had 
bought from America. The boy 
used foe time to invite friends to 
his home and use her money to 
buy them gifts and toys, the 
inquest was told. 

Actor Glenn Ford 
released from 
hospital 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Veteran 
actor Glenn Ford, who has bat- 
tled back from several life-thre- 
atening illnesses in. recent 
months, was released from a Los 
Angeles hospital, a hospital 
spokesman said. Ford, 76, left 
Cedars-Smai Medical Centre in 
good condition and returned to 
his Beverly Hills home to con- 
tinue his recuperation, spokes- 
man Ron Wise said. “His own 
will to pull through and state-of- 
the-art care led to bis recovery 
Mr. Wise said. Ford, who has 
appeared in more than 200 films, 
was near death in early July when 
surgeons removed large blood 
opts from his tower extremities. 
Jte underwent surgery again on 
July 9 to stop internal bleeding, 
tea career spanning five decades. 
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